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From the Principal’s desk…..
Education Week 2021
Education Week 2021 ran from 23rd-27th May (before lockdown started!) and
the theme was 'Building Connections'. The theme celebrated connections
between schools and local communities and strengthens bonds with families
and carers. Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to positively profile and
celebrate the strengths and achievements of Victoria's government education
sector.
On the first day of Education Week we had our first big assembly in the gym,
and parents were invited! Also on Monday the Grade 1-2 children started their
swimming program, Grade 3 continued their dancing with STOMP and on
Monday night we had a great turn out to hear Dr. Michael Carr-Gregg speaking
about Resilience.
Tuesday morning saw our classrooms open from 9:00am-10:00am, and many
parents visited classrooms to see how well our students are working. On
Wednesday our Junior School Council held their Green Day. Children purchased
plants and they wore green to celebrate sustainability.
Student Led Conferences are scheduled for Wednesday 23rd June. Details of
booking times will be posted on Compass. Students will attend their
conference with parent/s at a time you choose on the day.
It is hoped this will go ahead as planned. If not face to face these will take place
via WebEx.
Supervision Before and After School – In the last newsletter I reminded
everyone that there is no teacher supervision in the mornings until 8:45am and
after 3:45pm each afternoon. Students are not to be in the school playgrounds
unsupervised. We have an excellent ‘Before and After School’ program with
Extend, should you need to access this. If students are left unattended, or a
parent has left, the children will be supervised by the After School program
which may incur a cost. All families continue to be encouraged to register with
Extend so that your details are recorded.
Prep Enrolments 2022
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Queen’s Birthday –14th June
STOMP Performance –17th June
Reports Go Live - 18th June
Student Led Conference – 23rd June
Last Day Term 2 –25th June
Term 3 – 12th July
PREP 100 Days at School –15th July
Curriculum Day –13th August
ICAS Starts –16th August
P-2 Bushwahzee –31st August
Father’s Day Stall –3rd September
Last Day Term 3 –17th September
Term 4 –4th October
Melbourne Cup Day –, 2nd November
L6 Canberra Camp –8th November
L4 Camp Rumbug – 15th November
2022 Prep Transition – 19th November

CURRICULUM DAYS
Wednesday, June 23rd (Student Conf.)
Friday, August 13th
Friday, December 17th
TERM DATES
Term 2: 19th April –25th June
Term 3: 12th July – 17th September
Term 4: 4th October –17th December
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We are now accepting enrolments for Prep students in 2022. Parents have been asked via the newsletter to let us
know if any siblings are enrolling this would greatly assist our planning if parents who are intending to enrol
siblings, do so by the end of this term. At this stage numbers are up on the same time last year.
NAPLAN and Assessment
We have an Assessment Schedule that is reviewed and updated every year. For our teachers, it details the
assessment tools used at each year level in every term from Prep - Year 6 in English and Mathematics, in
addition to the informal notes and observations taken by teachers.
DPS teachers plan and analyse our agreed assessments with their PLC (Professional Learning Communities)
teams, to:
 identify what students can already do and the next steps in their learning
 evaluate students' learning against the curriculum or their individual goals
 identify learning gaps, or student mastery of learning (pre-tests and post-tests)
NAPLAN is a High Stakes assessment, which enables us to compare DPS students’ skills against a sample of
other Australian students in the same year level. We use NAPLAN information to determine areas that are
being learned well at DPS, or those that need more focus.
You will often hear commentary that NAPLAN is a single test on a single day and sometimes individual results
seem unreliable. That’s true of many assessments, but this is why teachers 'triangulate data', or use multiple
sources of evidence of learning. When combined and compared with each other, all our assessments form a
complete picture of student learning, for individuals and cohorts.
In 2019, DPS students had outstanding results in NAPLAN. Last year, as well as having reduced opportunities
for other assessments, there was no NAPLAN due to COVID-19. We are looking forward to resuming High
Stakes testing as one important and useful piece of the assessment, teaching and learning jigsaw. Year 3 and 5
children completed this assessment as part of our usual assessment schedule last week. With our new
leadership structure in place and the scrutiny of data and our new more directed approach to developing the
curriculum we anticipate growth across all areas. We are looking forward to seeing the impact of recent
changes in NAPLAN results.

SIT (School Improvement Team)
Over the last three to four years we have changed our leadership model, SIT. This has been an evolving
process as we experimented with staff and their strengths and in 2020 we established what is now our SIT.
This group have worked exceptionally well together and the level of professionalism is exciting. We have true
leaders in this group. Each member has a strength that has a school wide impact. In a nut shell, we have Cinzia
Fava leading the Prep team as well as transition and marketing, Carly Epskamp leads the level 1-2 teachers as
well as Literacy school wide, Julia Bay leads the Level 3-4 teachers and Numeracy and Niky Corfios leads the 56 teachers as well as ICT. They do other work but these are there main, big picture areas of expertise. We
meet weekly and the work really is exciting and we are realising how we can promote learning outcomes and
overall growth for all students. I feel we have a strong team of leaders in SIT. This has been a long process to
establish such a team as my goal since arriving at DPS has been to create a more distributive leadership model.
Previously there was a Principal, two Assistant Principals then teachers. There was a distinct lack of middle
management. We need to continue to extend, challenge and grow our staff by providing leadership
opportunities.
Coaching
Sandra Bishop, Larissa Vesdrevanis and I are all involved in significant coaching professional development. We
each coach two staff members at a time, for six sessions. COVID has provided a few challenges over the last
two years since we started coaching, but the impact has been significant. This is another initiative that
supports and promotes the growth of our teachers and, while coaching we can challenge their thinking and
provide encouragement in many areas of personal development.
WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
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We value student voice as a means of improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction. So
we will be conducting a survey to find out what your child/ren thinks of our school.
The AtoSS (Attitudes to School Survey) is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education
and Training to help us to understand our students' perceptions and experiences at school. Students will be
asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to Doncaster Primary School, their learning, peer
relationships, bullying and life in general.
Students from Years 4 to 6 will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during
school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. This is not a test.
Children will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. Responses are anonymous and personal
identification data will not be recorded to ensure confidentiality.
This year, AtoSS will be conducted at the school and will take 20-45 minutes to complete.
Results will be reported back to the school in an aggregated form throughout the survey period. All survey data
that is made available in reports are for groups of students only, so that no individual student can be identified.
If you would like more information, please contact your child’s teacher or visit:
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey
As I write this newsletter we find ourselves in another lockdown. This is disappointing as we were feeling like
we were back to normal. So many activities and events have taken place or are in the process of being organised
including the following; The Everest Program, National Simultaneous Story time, NAPLAN, the first BIG assembly,
World Maths Day, Michael Carr-Gregg evening, Open classrooms, Fathering Project, Green Day Swimming, Cross
Country Day, Wurundjeri Cultural Excursion (Level 4), ICAS, Level 3 and 5 Performances and other excursions
and Camps.
When the announcement was made, we immediately set about working on a framework for which to guide our
staff, students and community which was based on previous experience. Staff have been amazing in their
commitment to the tasks ahead. Their teamwork and flexibility have made the challenge possible with a sense
of confidence.
One thing that has never changed is our focus on Care, Supervision and Connection.
Take care
Jim Hill
Principal
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Education Week at DPS
To kick off Education Week, Doncaster Primary School proudly
hosted renowned child psychologist, Dr Michael Carr-Gregg.
Over 100 people took the opportunity to listen to Carr-Gregg
speak about raising resilient, happy children and the importance
of the partnership between schools and families. The theme of
this year's Education Week is Building Connections. Doncaster
Primary School values parent participation and involvement.
Here at DPS we enjoy strong support from our community
and continue to connect and strengthen our bonds.

Dr Michael
Carr-Gregg

Take a look through the educational window of Doncaster Primary School to see how the whole
school celebrated Education Week.
Prep

Refer to the colours with the year levels explanation below for more
detail regarding the images on the next page.
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EDUCATION WEEK AT DPS
Prep

Grade 1

Grade 2

During Education Week the Preps were learning about characters in books.
As a class we read ‘Pig the Pug’ and they made the character ‘Pig the Pug’
with their parents.
The Level One students enjoyed sharing their wonderful writing with their
parents during Education Week. They actively participated in the Level One
Swimming program and developed new skills and an understanding of
water safety.
The highlight for the Level Two's was tree planting with Mr Barry Beechey.
I loved planting trees and helping the environment - Noor 2E
Gardening with Barry was so much fun - Harris 2E

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

The Grade 3 Everest students competed in an activity asking that they
construct the tallest tower using only spaghetti, masking tape,string and a
marshmallow. Competition was fierce, with the tallest tower only being
4mm taller than its challenger.
Level 4 enjoyed mastering some maths puzzles with special family
members who visited and proudly showed off their bright classrooms and
workbooks.
The three Grade 5 students that were honoured to receive the very special
school values award at our first assembly since COVID. Well done for
receiving the award Ranveer for Determination in 5K, Pride award for
Diana in 5P and Marcus for the Success award in 5O. Grade 5 have also
been practising for STOMP and cannot wait to show you their dances at
the upcoming show.
The Grade 6 students have enjoyed the opportunity to work with author
Ander Louis during Education Week. The narrative that are working on will
be published in our 2021 book! We are very excited in Year 6.

Thank you to our families who came to visit during Open Morning.
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“Open Morning”
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Term Two in Level One
It has been a wonderful start to Term 2!
The Level One students have been
working really hard to show determination, pride,
and success in all they do.
These photos capture some of their amazing efforts in action.
Level One Poetry

DPS Values

“I found success
counting by 1’s,
5’s and 10‘s!”

We wrote alliteration poems,
rhyming poems, and acrostic
poems!

Swimming!

ANZAC Day Wall

Lest we
forget.

“I learned two different
types of rescues!”
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Focus on Reading at DPS
READING BINGO!
Looking for a challenge to inspire your reader at home this week?
Set them a challenge to complete any 5 in a row of the tasks below
(Vertically, diagonally, or horizontally). Once complete, reward them with a
special treat- maybe a picnic lunch, a movie on the couch, a bike ride?
** You can use resources like ‘Reading Eggs Library’ to help source your
books ***

Read to a
parent

Read in a
comfy chair

Read a
fairy tale

Read and
Read a
memorise
picture
a poem
book
Read your Read with
favourite
a
Book
flashlight

Read a book
Mum picks

Read out
aloud

Read
while
eating a
snack
Read a
silly book

Free

Read in
the
bathtub

Read a
chapter
book

Read to a
sibling or
teddy

Have
someone
read to
you

Read a
joke book

Read in
your
pyjamas

Read a
nonfiction
book

Take
Read
turns
outside
reading a
page with
someone
Read a
Read for
book about Read in a fort Read a
30
animals
magazine minutes
From Ms Newton (Literacy Tutoring Program)
F
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Hello DPS Students and Families,
We all know DPS students love to read, and the Premier’s Reading Challenge is now open! Last year we had over 100
DPS students complete the challenge, this year we would like to beat that achievement. The Challenge encourages
students from Prep to year 10 to read a set number of books over the year and record their efforts online. Since the
Challenge first began in 2005, more than 3 million students have read nearly 50 million books!
Your child’s classroom teacher will provide you with a username and passcode this week to enter the challenge and
begin recording your books.
Please use the following link to sign in to the challenge:
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home
For more information about the challenge please visit the following website:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/default.aspx
If you need any help, please ask your classroom teacher.
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WEEKS 3 & 4, TERM 2 2021

READING EGGS
AWARDS
JUNIOR SCHOOL

SENIOR SCHOOL

FOUNDATION TO GRADE 2

GRADE 3 TO GRADE 6

WEEK 3 JUNIOR AWARD WINNER

WEEK 3 SENIOR AWARD WINNER

Ivy X

Bilguun B

Ivy is in 1W

Bilguun is in 4SM

WEEK 4 JUNIOR AWARD WINNER

WEEK 4 SENIOR AWARD WINNER

Parham N

Amy Z

Parham is in 1G

Amy is in 6P

CONGRATULATIONS
EGGSTERS!
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WEEKS 5 & 6, TERM 2 2021

READING EGGS
AWARDS
JUNIOR SCHOOL

SENIOR SCHOOL

FOUNDATION TO GRADE 2

GRADE 3 TO GRADE 6

WEEK 5 JUNIOR AWARD WINNER

WEEK 5 SENIOR AWARD WINNER

Ivy X

Bilguun B

Ivy is in 1W

Bilguun is in 4SM

WEEK 6 JUNIOR AWARD WINNER

WEEK 6 SENIOR AWARD WINNER

Ivy X

Caleb Y

Ivy is in 1W

Caleb is in 3G

CONGRATULATIONS
EGGSTERS!
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Doncaster Primary
Recognition Awards
PF

Kairav

Wow, your writing is amazing! I am so impressed with your Bad
Day story. You should be super proud.

PF

Jessica

You show such determination when trying to express yourself in
English. I admire how hard you try. A fabulous effort.

PQ

Clara

Congratulations for settling into our class and school community.
For always trying your very best in learning tasks. Keep up the
great work!

PQ

Isabella

Congratulations for showing great determination to learn the
Australian National Anthem. I’m so proud of you Bella!

PQ

Varvara

Congratulations for showing pride during our school assembly and
listening attentively. Excellent work Varvara.

PS

Julia

For doing such an incredible job writing your story on the topic “ A
Bad Day”. You did an exceptional job sounding out the words.
Keep it up!

PS

Sharleez

For taking pride in your work. I am so proud of how much effort you
put into all you do within the classroom. You are a STAR!

1C

Laith

For making super good learning choices. Keep up the amazing
work!

1C

Rex

For your willingness to help others get organized in the morning.

1G

James

For wonderful effort with his learning and demonstrating strong
mathematical ability. Well done James. Keep up the great work!

1G

Mietta

For applying herself to all learning tasks to improve her skills and
for working well with others. Well done Mietta. Keep aiming high!

1W

Rodin

For approaching every day with enthusiasm, cheerfulness and
willingness to do your best. Keep it up!

1W

Amal

For being a motivated and independent student with a great love of
learning. Well done!

1W

Hope

For being a polite, responsible member of 1W. You are a role
model to others!
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1W

Kevin

For demonstrating persistence in achieving your learning goals.
Keep it up!

2C

Lucien

Lucien for being an outstanding mathematician and for helping
others. Well done Lucien

2C

Yuna

Yuna for always being an excellent class monitor and being proud
of our neat classroom.

2C

Kiamher

Kiamher for playing nicely with our fellow classmates in the school
yard. Well done Kiamehr

2E

Samson

Outstanding work in spelling over the last few weeks. I have seen a
big improvement Samson, well done!

2E

Yi Hao

You have a positive attitude toward all classroom activities and are
a delight to teach! Well done Yi Hao!

2P

Havana

For helping to set-up the classroom in the morning. She has been a
great and enthusiastic helper.

2P

Maggie

For continuing to improve her number understandings during
maths.

3B

Logan

For his determination to learn to read analogue time to the minute.
Logan you never gave up and succeeded with this goal!

3B

Jeremy

For consistently showing pride in every aspect of school life.
Jeremy you are always respectful and kind to everyone and your
workbooks are exceptionally neat.

3G

Luchen

For your excellent contributions to class discussions in English.
You can be so proud of how far you have come in speaking English
this term. Fantastic, Luchen

3G

Caleb

For your wonderful effort in your Writing Moderation Task. You
knew the goals you were working on and had success in meeting
them. Well done Caleb!

3L

Lucas

For his positive attitude towards learning. He is always willing to
give everything ago and isn’t afraid of a challenge. Well Done.

3L

Alexander For his extremely hard work he has put into this writing this term.
He has made significant improvements and should be really proud
of all his emotive language. Well Done!
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4F

Daniel

Daniel's cheerful and friendly nature helps make our classroom a
happy place to be. Daniel readily works with all his peers in group
work and likes to include and help others.

4F

Georgia

Georgia is a thoughtful member of our class who is quick to offer
help to others. She is always respectful and thinks of others needs
which make her a wonderful friend and classmate.

4M

Melissa

For being persistent and working hard to improve your maths skills.
Excellent work!

4M

Ryder

For being focused and completing your work to a high standard.
Keep up the good work Ryder!

4SM Seth

For showing determination during Reader's Workshop sessions.
The quality of your post it notes have improved and you always
provide excellent input during guided reading. An amazing effort!

4SM Ryan

For being a star student and working extremely hard in all subject
areas. You always add insightful thoughts and comments during
class discussions. A wonderful effort!

5K

Oshada

For contributing his ideas to class discussions and being a positive
member of the class.

5K

Chris

For continuing to challenge himself and working to improve the
quality of his written work. Well done, Chris!

5K

Sarah

For always trying her best and completing high quality work. Sarah
is a conscientious and diligent student.

5K

Isobel

For her natural curiosity about the world around her. Isobel always
wants to learn more and understand the “why” of things.

5P

Steve

Super work for making an insightful connection with our guided
reading text 'The Story of Frida Kahlo'. Steve well done for making
the connection with Frida the famous artist who had polio with the
YouTube clip you viewed about this virus.

5P

Jayden

For always exhibiting the school values of Determination, Pride and
Success.

5O

Zac

For his hard work and cooperation when learning about maps.

5O

Adaliah

For her amazing growth in reading this year by putting in a lot of
hard work.
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6C

Alyza

You are a role model to others in our school. You are resilient with
your learning and stay focused on the task at hand. All your
classmates appreciate the respect that you show to others and the
kindness of your words and actions.

6C

Hitaishika

I'm proud of you, Hitaishika, for your super effort to show
excellence and respect at school. You are concentrating during
focused instruction and learning time which is great. You are
learning great things - keep it up!

6J

Eleni

For detailed answers in comprehension questions on our novel
study, Paravana’s Journey. Keep up the excellent work.

6J

Abby

For using feedback to improve the quality of her work. Keep striving
towards your personal best, Abby.

6P

Abtin

For settling well into his new classroom and giving everything a go.
Well done Abtin, 6P is very lucky to have you!

6P

Brian

For his excellent presenting skills at assembly this week for JSC.
Brian spoke with confidence and great voice projection. Well done
Brain!

SPECIALIST
RECOGNITION AWARDS
ART

Marc, 5O

For improving his listening skills and working on his table.
Well done Marc!

ART

Melissa, 4M

For her happy and enthusiastic attitude towards all aspects
of her work. Melissa is a kind and responsible student. Well
done!

ART

Hudson, 2C

For working well and applying himself to tasks. Hudson has
settled well into our routines. Well done!

ART

Adaliah, 5O

For her increasing your confidence and participation in
class. It is awesome to see your personality and sense of
humour starting to shine through. Keep it up Adaliah!

ART

Teleah, 1G

For always striving to complete her best work in class and
always being a helpful student. Well done Teleah!

ART

David, 3B

For developing a very good responsible attitude to all his
learning especially showing a keenness to improve his art
skills. He is always willing to help in class. Fantastic effort!
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