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DATES TO REMEMBER

CURRICULUM DAYS

TERM DATES

*Mother’s Day Stall – Friday, 7 May
*School Photos - Tuesday, 11 May
*Building Resilience –Monday, 24 May
*Education Week - May 24th – 28th
*Queen’s Birthday – Monday, 14 June

Monday, 10 May
Friday, 13 August
Friday, 17 December

Term 2: Monday 19 April – Friday, 25 June
Term 3: Monday, 12 July – Friday, 17 September
Term 4: Monday, 4 October – Friday, 17 December

From the Principal’s desk…..
Term two is well underway and as mentioned previously, it really is feeling like we are back to normal at DPS. We are
busy organising a range of activities and events. All of these enrich the educational experience for our students, your
children. I can’t help but be amazed, pleased and reassured by the approach students have towards their learning. We
really do have great kids at DPS. They work so well together, their behaviour is exceptional and their willingness to
participate in all that is offered is terrific.
At our school council last week, we discussed swimming briefly, as this is a hot topic at DPS. The reason I say it is a hot
topic is due to the high numbers who opt out of the program. This creates a problem because the less children who
participate, the more expensive it is for those who do. With high numbers not swimming, we have to employ extra
teachers to supervise those left back at school. At the same time we must ensure the right ratio of students to teachers
accompany those at the pool. Also, another issue that causes some frustration is that the actual time children spend in the
water is limited and given the entire days program is impacted makes some question it’s value. On the other hand, we do
live in Australia, we have hot summers and water safety and swimming is a very important skill.
We will be discussing the swimming program again at our next council meeting and there is likely to be a survey sent to
our community as we gauge the true value on swimming at DPS and how we can manage our approach to this issue
generally.
The PFG have organised this year’s Mother's Day stall
to run on Friday 7th May during school. Items can be
purchased by your child during their allocated time.
Please send money to school with your child on Friday
to purchase a Mother's Day gift. Items will be priced
between $1 - $7.
Happy Mother’s Day to all Mums, Grandmothers, Sisters, Aunties and Carers.
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NAPLAN 2021

As you know the NAPLAN standardised testing did not take place in 2020, the assessment returns this
month. Teachers have been working with our students to familiarise them with the testing situation in
readiness.
It is important to remember that NAPLAN is only one part of assessment of student progress. Yes, it is
important that we don’t put all our eggs in one basket. We could do much, much more in preparation, that
would be at the expense of other programs we value, while it would show even
higher results that we already achieve as a school, it wouldn’t be indicative of
how growth is occurring across all areas of the curriculum. Therefore, we do
some work to prepare students, we want them to do their best so we introduce
them to what the test will look like as we try to remove unnecessary pressure
because that it not what we want.

WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!

We value student voice as a means of improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction. So
we will be conducting a survey to find out what your child/ren thinks of our school.
The AtoSS (Attitudes to School Survey) is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education
and Training to help us to understand our students' perceptions and experiences at school. Students will be
asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to Doncaster Primary School, their learning, peer
relationships, bullying and life in general.
Students from Years 4 to 6 will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during
school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. This is not a test.
Children will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. Responses are anonymous and
personal identification data will not be recorded to ensure confidentiality.
This year, the Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS) will be conducted at our school between Monday April
26th to Friday June 11th. The survey will take 20-45 minutes to complete.
Results will be reported back to the school in an aggregated form throughout the survey period. All survey
data that is made available in reports are for groups of students only, so that no individual student can be
identified.
If you would like more information, please contact your child’s teacher or visit:
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey

Jim Hill
Principal

如学果校你办的址住和址联和系联公系室电。话 有变，请告诉
Have your circumstances changed?
Update your contact details at the School Office as soon as possible. Please ensure you let the school office know if
you have changed address or updated mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
on students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents.

Victorian Chief Health Officer message to Victorian schools and their communities
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank students, staff, teachers, parents and carers for ensuring a safe and
successful start to the 2021 school year and to thank you for your cooperation during the short period of remote
learning in February during the circuit breaker restrictions.
As Term 2 commences, schools continue to be able to operate with a largely normal program of activity, enabling
important on-site activities to return, such as school open days and working bees, with appropriate health and safety
measures in place.
Throughout the pandemic, Victorian schools have rapidly and successfully adapted to reduce the risk of COVID-19
transmission, embedding COVIDSafe principles by reinforcing good behaviours, creating safe spaces, adapting
activities, and responding quickly to COVID-19 risk.
While we have seen outbreaks emerge in Victoria, we have also witnessed our capacity to respond quickly to limit the
impact of these outbreaks.
Given the current very low risk of COVID-19 transmission in the community, continued high rates of testing and
wastewater monitoring, and continued observance of health and safety measures in schools; those with medical
vulnerabilities or their carers can feel reassured to continue to safely work and learn on school sites, and enjoy the
benefits of doing so.
It is crucial, however, for everyone to remain vigilant by staying home when unwell, performing regular hand hygiene,
wearing a mask when required and maintaining physical distancing from others when practical.
Should cases of COVID-19 increase again in the community, I am confident that with COVIDSafe plans in place,
alongside our ability to quickly identify and respond to cases, schools remain safe places for all staff and students. I
also continue to be reassured by evidence that children are less impacted by the virus and are less likely to develop
severe illness.
The school community continues to have an important role to promote COVID-19 testing when a student or staff
member has any symptoms, no matter how mild, and ensuring they remain home until they are well. Getting tested
and staying home until results are known is critical to limiting community transmission.

Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton
Victorian Chief Health Officer
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Dear Parents,
In celebration of Education Week, DPS is hosting a presentation evening for our
parents and members of our community on ‘Building Resilience’, with renowned child
psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg.
Book now through our website www.doncasterps.vic.edu.au
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Education Week 2021 will run from 23 – 29 May and the theme is Building Connections.
Doncaster Primary School values parent participation and involvement. Here at DPS we enjoy strong support from our
community and Education Week is a great time for us to continue to connect and strengthen our bonds. The following
are just some of the special events and activities we have planned for Education Week. Watch out on Compass for
more. We encourage families to participate in one or all of the following.
Date/Time/Location

Event

Description

Monday May 24th

Whole School
Assembly

We will have our first whole school assembly
with presentations, awards and performances.

Presentation with Dr.
Michael Carr-Gregg

Renowned child psychologist Dr. Michael CarrGregg presents on “Building Resilience”

9-10am
Gym
Monday May 24th
6.30 – 8pm

Bookings on Compasstix

Junior Building
Tuesday May 25th

Open classrooms

Celebrate learning together with your children
in their classroom. An opportunity to see
where your child/ren spends their days and
where they learn.

School grounds

Each student will have the opportunity to
purchase a plant which they will plant
themselves. There will also be a sausage sizzle
lunch. This is a Junior School Council event.

Book Fair Wednesday
May 26th – Thursday
27th

Library

There will be a range of novels and picture
story books students can purchase. There will
also be some stationary items. Details to
follow.

Thursday May 27th

Biggest Morning Tea

DPS will hold our very own Biggest Morning
Tea.

9-10am Classrooms

Wednesday May 26th
Green Day P-6

11am - Midday Junior
Building

Bookings on Compasstix

The children will be involved in many other learning experiences during Education Week.
We look forward to celebrating our children’s learning with you.
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Focus on Reading at DPS
GREAT PICTURE STORY BOOKS!!!!
Picture story books offer a wonderful opportunity for parents and children to sit together
and enjoy some quality time together, as well as directly improving their literacy and
reading skills.
Together you can meet characters, see a problem resolved and explore exciting and
adventurous settings.
Picture story books can also offer an opportunity to explore and discuss themes with your
child, such as friendship, relationships, grief, loss, conflict and lots more.
Here are some recommendations of wonderful picture story books or authors from our
teachers at DPS.
Look for them in our local library across at Mc Square….

The author: Margaret Wild
‘Where the Wild Things’ by Maurice Sendak
‘Cat in the Hat’ by Dr Seuss
The author: Mem Fox
The author: Pamela Allen
‘Pig the Pug’ Series by Aaron Blabey
The Very Cranky Bear by Nick Bland
‘Do Not Open this Book’ series by Andy Lee
‘We are all Kind’ by P. Crumble
‘A bad case of stripes’ by David Shannon
‘Giraffes can't dance’ by Gilles Andreae
‘The Pigeon wants a puppy’ by Mo Willems
‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle
‘The Rainbow Fish’ by Marcus Pfister
‘Hug Machine’ by Scott Campbell
‘Henry and Amy’ by Stephen Michael King
‘The Snail and the Whale’ by Julia Donaldson
‘Mr Men’ Series by Roger Hargreaves
‘Diary of a Wombat’ by Jackie French and
Bruce Whatley
 ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ by Michael
Rosen and Helen Oxenbury
 ‘My Dog Bigsy’ by Alison Lester




















From Ms Newton (Literacy Tutoring Program)
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WEEKS 1 & 2, TERM 2 2021

READING EGGS
AWARDS
JUNIOR SCHOOL

SENIOR SCHOOL

FOUNDATION TO GRADE 2

GRADE 3 TO GRADE 6

WEEK 1 JUNIOR AWARD WINNER

WEEK 1 SENIOR AWARD WINNER

Ahmad S

Xen C

Ahmad is in PS

Xen is in 6P

WEEK 2 JUNIOR AWARD WINNER

WEEK 2 SENIOR AWARD WINNER

Parham N

Amy Z

Parham is in 1G

Amy is in 6P

CONGRATULATIONS
EGGSTERS!
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Doncaster Primary
Recognition Awards
PF

Moses

The details in your drawings are so impressive!!! You are a super
dooper drawer. Well done Moses.

PQ

Damien

Congratulations for being a caring and responsible leader. You’re a
superstar!

PQ

Bruce

Congratulations for trying really hard to say words in English.
Outstanding effort.

PQ

Faham

Excellent effort in sharing to Prep Q about your toys during Show and
Share. You’re a super star!!!

PS

Andreas

For doing an incredible job identifying what a sentence is. Super work
Andreas. Keep it up!

PS

Austin

For always being so enthusiastic about learning our new sounds. I am
so proud of you. Keep it up!

1C

Kirsten

For being organized and for always completing 5 star quality work.

1G

Alina

For wonderful effort and improvement with her writing. Well done Alina
for producing an impressive amount of written work each session. Keep
aiming high!

1G

Isa

For actively participating in Guided Reading sessions and contributing
thoughtful and interesting insights and understandings. Well done Isa!

1W

Richard

For approaching every day with enthusiasm, cheerfulness and a
willingness to do your best! Well done Richard.

1W

Ivy

For your thoughtful and reflective contributions to classroom
discussion. Well done Ivy!

2C

Sophie D

For improving in place value in maths. Well done Sophie.

2C

Chloe

For consistent outstanding work in class and always doing her best.
Bravo Chloe.

2C

Ava

For an excellent video on how to make fairy bread. Well done Ava.

2C

Terry

For always remembering to be punctual to tutoring class with Ms
Newton and improving in reading. Well done Terry.

2E

Neli

Fantastic reading and wonderful bookwork this week.
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2E

Alisha

Wonderful attitude throughout maths this week.

2P

Jerry

For making sustained improvements in reading comprehension. Well
done Jerry!

2P

Juah

For completing set tasks in a timely manner. She is well-organised and
an independent learner. Well done Juah!

2P

Max

For always making a concerted effort in learning and continuing to
improving the standard of his work.

3B

Arman

For learning the expectations of his new school quickly and always
having a positive attitude.

3B

Janelle

For her wonderful efforts improving her persuasive writing. Janelle has
learned how to use strong reasons and emotive language well to
persuade her reader.

3G

Pranesh

For your determination to continue in making progress on your personal
learning goals. It is wonderful that you are aware of your learning goals
and are working hard to achieve them. Well done, Pranesh!

3G

Stephanie

For your excellent focus on developing your English skills. Your work in
monitoring your reading carefully and writing thoughtful post it notes to
reflect your thinking, along with your determination to develop your
persuasive writing skills, is admirable. Keep up the great work,
Stephanie.

3L

Karm

For his ability to stay strong and positive during our NAPLAN
preparation. You have improved so much particularly with your
Persuasive Writing pieces. You are doing great and should be so proud
of yourself! Keep up your hard work!

3L

Christopher

For his fantastic improvement in his Persuasive Writing. You are
continuing to work so hard to reach your goals. Well done Christopher!

4F

Ella

Ella always puts in every effort to achieve her personal best. The
quality of her work, her inspiring character strengths and positive
personality traits mean Ella is a great all-rounder who is deserving of
the respect she receives from her peers. Mrs Ferizis can teach one
thousand Ella's!!

4F

Jin

Jin keeps 4F entertained with her wittiness and worldly wisdom. Never
one to shy away from asking interesting questions, Jin keeps everyone
in 4F on their toes and energised. Thank you for making us smile all the
time!!

4M

Yodi

For encouraging and celebrating other student’s achievements during
Guided Reading.
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4M

Trish

For always being focused and for her valuable contributions to class
discussion.

4SM Daniel

For working productively and conscientiously in all tasks.
Congratulations on achieving the next podium for Reading Athletes for
reading over 70 nights! An amazing effort.

5K

Thomas

For trying his best and putting 100% effort into all learning tasks.

5K

Morgan

For his dedication in preparing for NAPLAN and eagerness to share
strategies with others.

5K

Joshua

For always putting his best effort towards his schooling and contributing
to our classroom

5K

Sarah

For her positive attitude and energetic participation in our first STOMP
rehearsal

5P

Whole Class For dancing well and working as a team during STOMP rehearsals and
creating superb ANZAC posters to help remember and celebrate this
event. Go 5P!

5P

Josh

For creating outstanding rhetorical questions and identifying them in
persuasive texts.

50

Sophia

For work hard in stomp and remembering all her lines.

6C

Joel

What amazing growth you are demonstrating! Your improvement in
English and Handwriting is fantastic and a result of the hard work you
are putting into following our school values Determination. Pride and
Success. Well done, Joel!

6J

Ian

For striving toward his personal best with his homework. Great job with
your organisational skills, Ian.

6J

Zack

For actively getting in class discussions on ANZAC day and our class
novel. Keep sharing such valuable ideas and questions.

6P

Freya

For fitting in super well into her new classroom and getting along with
her peers. Well done Freya, 6P is so happy to have you!

6P

Jin

For trying hard in all class activities and asking questions to clarify his
understanding. Well done on a great start to Term 2 Jin!
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SPECIALIST
RECOGNITION AWARDS
P.E

Hudson, 2C

For his excellent behaviour and persistence during our
cross country running in Physical Education this week.

P.E

Kate, 2E

For her greatly improved effort for all Physical Education
sessions.

P.E

Spencer, 4F

For his greater focus and behaviour during Physical
Education this week.

P.E

Nila, 5P

For her determination to run each cross country session.

ART

Oshada, 5K

For being a quiet achiever and producing a consistent
high level of work. He is also a caring and friendly
classmate and student. Well done!

ART

Future, 3L

For being actively involved in all our learning
experiences. Future always presents his work colourfully.
Fantastic effort!

ART

Max, 2P

For being a cooperative, caring and enthusiastic student,
working well in all his lessons. Keep up the great effort!

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL OUR
STUDENTS OF THE
WEEK
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE
All families are strongly encouraged to register with Before and After School care. It is
free to register! As you know each night all gates are locked. This will occur each day
at 3.45pm when teachers finish their yard duty. The only entry and exit gate will be
the front gate near the carpark on Council Street. Any students still at school at this
time will be directed to the office or after school care as teachers have meetings
most nights which commence at 3.45pm. I thank you for your support on this issue.
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