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Dates to Remember:
*Last day term 1 – 1st April @ 2.15pm
*School Photos - Tuesday, 11 May

CURRICULUM
DAYS
Monday, 10 May
Friday, 13 August
Friday, 17 December

TERM DATES
Term 1 finishes: Thursday, 1 April @ 2.15pm
Term 2: Monday 19 April – Friday, 25 June
Term 3: Monday, 12 July – Friday, 17 September
Term 4: Monday, 4 October – Friday, 17 December

From the Principal’s desk…..
As we approach Easter, this brings us to the end of term one! I cautiously say we have a strong sense of normality at school
– touch wood! The number of activities and events continue to grow and we are building on the numerous opportunities to
enrich the learning of our students. Recently our senior students enjoyed competing against other schools in interschool
sports. Some students competed in the district tennis tournament. We celebrated harmony day and multi cultural day last
week which was timely for our Persian community who we wish a Happy New (Persian) Year! Doncaster has a growing
Persian community and it is exciting to share their cultural background at DPS.
We also hosted two very successful evening events in recent weeks. I speak of the amazing turnout we had for the fathers
project with approximately 70 dads in attendance. This clearly is something Dads are interested in, so stay tuned for more
information about events that will bring our Dads together.
We also had a wonderful evening of tours and information on the evening of March 16 th with lots of new faces. When I
asked who already has a child at school, the response was almost zero. So we seem to have a new batch of families signing
up to start their educational journey with us in 2022. Very exciting!
Something else we are excited about is the return of productions in 2021. STOMP is booked in for our Level 3 and 5
students which will culminate with performances on June 17th at the Doncaster Secondary College theatre.
We are also looking at performance opportunities for our junior students. Currently we are investigating something very
new that looks promising, so watch out for more information next term.
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Usually our level 3 and 5 students do a production and the Level 4 and 6’s do a camp (L6 fly to Canberra for five days).
Obviously, this didn’t happen in 2020, but all is in place for these going ahead this year.
You may have been disappointed that we didn’t have Grandparents Day this year. Well, I am pleased to say that we really
value this day, as it is so important to our Grandparents who thoroughly enjoy a visit to school to see where their
grandchildren spend their days. I think they also like to see how schools operate these days, which might be very different
to when they were at school.
As this is such a terrific event, we have considered postponing as opposed to cancelling the event. We will reschedule for
a Grandparents Day later in the year. Of course, we want to ensure we follow any restrictions as we want to keep everyone
as safe as possible. But we will have this event and we look forward to seeing all our Grandparents visiting us.
As you can see there is a lot happening. I must also share how impressed I have been with the standard of work our students
are producing. We are so proud of the ongoing effort and enthusiasm with which they approach their schoolwork at DPS.
This week we have been looking closely at our data to see where there has been progress, or otherwise. We use this data to
influence and guide our curriculum planning so we can cater for all students. I am happy to say that the work our Specialist
Literacy/Maths teachers are doing is having a huge impact on students. Mrs. Waters and Mrs. Newton are experienced
educators and the students they’re working with are going ahead in leaps and bounds!
Finally I would like to remind our students that mobile phones are to be safely stored in the front office. I ask that phones
are taken to the office on arrival. Some students are using their phones before school in the playground. It is important that
the Mobile Phones User Policy is adhered to for the safety of all our students. Families who have children who drop their
phones into the office each day are asked to remind them to take their phones straight to the office and they can be signed
in, then collected at the end of the day. It has been brought to my attention a number of times that students have phones
hidden in their bags. If they go missing, or are broken, we can’t be held accountable. I thank you for your support on this
issue in advance.

Please remember the last day of term is Thursday April 1st (April Fools Day!). Our Junior School Council have organised
a free dress day and sausage sizzle to end the term. Details will be sent out via a Compass feed. Students will be dismissed
from 2.15pm. Staff will be on duty until 2.45pm but if after school care is required please book your child in to ensure
they’re supervised appropriately.
As this is the last newsletter for the term, I would like to thank our staff for their ongoing commitment to our students, they
frequently go above and beyond the call of duty. Your children are in good hands!
Thankyou also to our school council members, our wonderful parents group and last but certainly not least our terrific
students, especially our student leaders. Well done to our Captains, our JSC representatives and our Literacy Ambassadors.
I wish you all a happy and safe Easter!!
Jim Hill
Principal
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Focus on Reading at DPS
Why chat before you read?
Taking the time to examine a book before you read it, allows children to delve into the task of reading itself
with a head start. So….Why talk before you read?






It gets children switched onto the type of book they will read, e.g. fantasy
It activates their prior knowledge and allows them to share what they may already know about the
topic or author
It gets them prepared for what vocabulary they may read
It can spark an excitement or interest into the topic
Mostly importantly, it helps set children up to succeed!

10 Questions to ask before reading
1. Have you read any other books by this author before? Did you enjoy them?
2. Why did you select this book?
3. Do you think this is a fiction or non-fiction text? Why do you think that?
4. Where do you think this story might take place?
5. What do you think this book might be about? What do you think will happen?
6. What do you already know about this topic?
7. What characters do you think might be in this story?
8. What does the title tell us about this story?
9. Does the topic of this story remind you of anything you have seen or done before?
10. Do you think you will find this book interesting? Why or why not?

From Ms Newton (Literacy Tutoring Program)
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NAPLAN information for
LEVEL 3 and 5 FAMILIES
Dear Parents/Carers,
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2021 for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students
will be held on Tuesday 11 May, Wednesday 12 May and Thursday 13 May 2021. NAPLAN tests assess
student knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and
punctuation) and Numeracy.
The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals which can be used
to improve student achievement.
All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests. During test week, catch-up tests will be available
for individual students who are absent on test days. These students may undertake catch-up tests on the days
in the test week after the scheduled test, up to and including Friday 14 May 2021.
Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if the student regularly uses similar support for
classroom assessment tasks.
Large print, braille, electronic and black and white versions of the tests are available for students that
require them.
Exemptions may be granted to students with significant intellectual disabilities and to students who
have been learning English for less than one year.
If your child is eligible for support due to disability or an exemption, you should discuss this with his/her
teacher prior to the tests. Parental consent is required before any support due to disability or exemption is
granted.
Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by parents
and carers in consultation with the principal. If, after consultation, you decide to withdraw your child, you
must sign a Student Withdrawal form. These forms are available at the school.
Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will describe your child’s
particular skills in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy.
The report will also show how your child performed in relation to national minimum standards. These describe
the minimum acceptable standards for students across Australia.
I am confident that the information you receive as a result of your child’s participation in the NAPLAN tests will be
valuable in helping you to assess your child’s progress in literacy and numeracy.
For more information about the tests, please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP
website at www.nap.edu.au.
Yours sincerely,
Jim Hill
Principal
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Cultural Diversity Dress Up Day
Thank you to all staff and students who dressed up for our cultural diversity day. It was wonderful to see the pride on
the children’s faces as they came to school wearing outfits representing their culture.

Cultural Studies with Ms Foster
Our topic this term in Cultural Studies has been Asian Culture. We have loved learning about Chinese New Year and
Noruz (Persian New Year). It is especially exciting when the students share their own stories and experiences of the
celebrations. To help with their understanding of cultural studies we have also read stories about Bali, Thailand, China
and Laos.
Grade Prep and One have also spent some time learning what culture means, as well as investigating their own cultural
backgrounds. They used this knowledge to create their own little person who looked like them and was holding the flags
of their cultural background. These will be displayed in the library to show off our amazing multicultural students!
Grade Two and Three have worked in groups to complete a project on an Asian Country of their choice. They learnt to
use Non-Fiction texts to research various areas, and decided how to present their findings in a clear and attractive way.
Some children chose their own cultural background and others decided to learn about a totally new country.
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Cultural Diversity Week
Doncaster Primary School celebrated Cultural Diversity Week and learnt about Art from India, Egyptian Cat, Mexican
Folk Art, Origami and Greek Mythology.
We will like to thank the local restaurants who supported us by taking part in our prize giveaway. Dine with your family
on cultural food from Pizza Espresso, Egons Cake Shop, Pacino’s Pizza and Pasta, Amor Mexico and Carlucci’s.
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Students in Year 5 and 6 have the responsibility this year to empty the P-6 recycling
bins on a rotated roster. This week during Cultural Diversity week it was 5P’s turn.
Students develop their team work, leadership and their suitability skills by carrying
out this role.

Below are some comments from the students in 5P about the role as follows:

Minoo - I felt tired and hot, but it was fun too!
Aiden - I felt really tired because I had to carry the
bins, but it was a good job.
Steve- I liked collecting the bins from the Grade 4
area.
Sienna – I liked collecting the office bins.

Isabella, Jayden, Diana, Steve, Nila and Minato
getting the bins ready to empty into the VISY bins.

Isabella, Ms Pettinella and Steve at the bins.

Determination

Obadiah placing the rubbish in the bins.
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WEEKS 6 & 7, TERM 1 2021

READING EGGS
AWARDS
JUNIOR SCHOOL

SENIOR SCHOOL

FOUNDATION TO GRADE 2

GRADE 3 TO GRADE 6

WEEK 6 JUNIOR AWARD WINNER

WEEK 6 SENIOR AWARD WINNER

Muhammad

Caleb

Muhammad is in 1W

Caleb is in 3G

WEEK 7 JUNIOR AWARD WINNER

WEEK 7 SENIOR AWARD WINNER

Parham

Jayden

Parham is in 1G

Jayden is in 3B

CONGRATULATIONS
EGGSTERS!
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Doncaster Primary
Recognition Awards
PF

Rachel

You always listen and try your very best in all that you do. You
always display determination and pride in the classroom. I am
very proud of you Rachel!!

PQ

Nilia

Congratulations for settling into school and trying your best with
learning activities. Outstanding effort.

PQ

Yuehan

Congratulations for trying your best during class time. I am proud
of how you are having a go at sharing during Show and Share.
Great effort!

PQ

Lia

Congratulations for being a caring and responsible leader.
You’re a superstar!

PS

Ahmad

For setting in well to our classroom routines and trying your best
to follow instructions. Super work Ahmad! I am very proud of
you.

PS

Andreas

For doing an exceptional job cutting during activities this week,
especially our Mexican Folk Rooster for Cultural Diversity week. I
love how you took your time and care. Super effort!

1C

Diana

For your amazing focus when counting during Maths classes.

1C

Ariya

For being organized, and always willing to help your friends.

1G

Adib

For approaching all learning tasks with a positive attitude and
working well with others.

1W

Lucas

For consistently showing persistence and aiming high in all
areas. You’re a star Lucas!

2C

Cindy

For challenging herself in rocket counting by going up by tens.
Well done Cindy!

2C

Sophie D

For trying her best to work out place value in Maths. Well done
Sophie

2E

Chloe

For writing outstanding recounts about your weekend, I love
reading them!
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2E

Harris

For making great predictions while you are reading, well done!

2P

Daniel

For being a responsible and independent student.

2P

Lochie

For sustained focus during class and for sharing his
understandings.

3B

Jayden

For achieving both the Reading Eggs and Mathletics awards in
one week. You are a superstar Jayden!

3B

Elijah

For being such a positive and caring class member. Elijah
always looks out for his peers and caters for their needs. It is a
pleasure to have you as a member of 3B Elijah.

3G

Frank

For your wonderful motivation to improve in your skills. Your
determination to challenge yourself when completing addition
problems using the split strategy was most admirable, and the
careful way you listened to suggestions about improving your
predicting post it notes in Readers Workshop was fantastic.
Thank you too, for helping out our new class member to feel
supported in 3G

3L

Wayne

For his amazing focus and motivation in class. He has tried so
hard in all of his work tasks and has improved in all areas of the
curriculum. Keep up your outstanding effort Wayne!

3L

Jayden

For his amazing effort in improving his narrative writing. He has
been extremely determined to work hard to use the correct
structure making sure he has a title, characters, setting, problem
and solution. Fantastic work Jayden!

3L

Sebastian For his amazing effort in having a positive mindset whilst at
school. You are continuing to improve in your ability to keep
motivated when completing tasks. Fantastic work Sebby!

3L

Vritti

For her fantastic effort in her ability to work hard and try her best
in every task. Vritti is consistently focused and always
completing work at a very high standard. Well done Vritti

4F

Yireh

Yireh has been enjoying the gymnastics program and has shown
improvement in his skills. Your efforts have been very
impressive. Looking forward to seeing you perform at BTYC next
week.

4SM Milica

For having a vibrant imagination and sharing her creative ideas
with the class. Super effort!
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5K

Benjamin For his persistence in writing a quality narrative. He worked hard
to edit and revise his writing to a high standard.

5K

Alex

For having a go and aiming high. Alex was chosen as a JSC
representative and is participating in State School Spectacular.
Keep up the good work

5P

Obadiah

Great job in your guided reading where you have made
interesting predictions.

5P

Ophelia

Well Done for doing well in Ninja Maths and scoring black belts.

5P

James

For writing a creative narrative and showing stamina in
completing his NAPLAN practice tests. Keep up the amazing
work!

5P

Isabella

For reading fluently and making predictions using the book clues
and making good connections with the texts she reads in guided
reading. Keep up the great work!

50

Connor

Connor Beattie for his ongoing determination in writing his
narrative and trying his best.

6C

Daniel

For always persevering and doing his very best when completing
all his classwork. Daniel has had a fantastic Term 1 and should
be very proud of all his efforts. Well done!

6C

Nasi

What amazing growth you are demonstrating! Your improvement
in Mathematics is fantastic and a result of your hard work and
perseverance. Well done and keep up the excellent effort, Nasi!

6P

Ben

For his excellent effort in all class activities and Interschool Sport
training. Well done Ben, keep up the great work!

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL OUR
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
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SPECIALIST
RECOGNITION AWARDS
P.E

Aansh, Prep S

For his greater level of participation this week in
Physical Education. Great work Aansh!

P.E

Sharleez, Prep S For her amazing concentration in Physical Education
which resulted in her greatly improved underarm
throwing technique. What a star!

P.E

Samson, 2E

For his improved resilience during Physical Education.
When Samson has had setbacks during P.E. he has
dusted himself off and returned to the task giving his
best effort. Brilliant job Samson!

P.E

Ashe, 2E

For his great listening skills and always giving 100%
effort in Physical Education. Awesome job!

P.E

Athena, 3G

For her excellent behaviour in Physical Education and
completing all fitness and skill assessments to the best
of her ability. Super effort!

P.E

Max, 5K

For his greater level of participation during our fitness
assessments. Max worked conscientiously and greater
maturity within his group. Keep it up Max!

P.E

Fay, 5O

For her determination during the Beep Test this week.
Fay continued on her own and showed real ‘grit’ to
keep going. Inspiring stuff!

ART

Adib, Prep F

For his excellent work in class. Adib is a good listener
and follows instructions in class. Well done!

ART

Lisha, 4MQ

For her neat and organised approach to all learning
tasks. Lisha loves to help around the classroom too.
Well done!

ART

Max, 5K

For his enthusiasm during Art. Mac is always eager
during Art and help with packing up. Well done!
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE
All families are strongly encouraged to register with Before and After School care. It is
free to register! As you know each night all gates are locked. This will occur each
day at 3.45pm when teachers finish their yard duty. The only entry and exit gate will
be the front gate near the carpark on Council Street. Any students still at school at
this time will be directed to the office or after school care as teachers have meetings
most nights which commence at 3.45pm. I thank you for your support on this issue.

Doncaster Junior AFL Football Club

Determination

Pride
20

Success

Determination

Pride
21

Success

Determination

Pride
22

Success

