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From the Principal’s desk…..
As we settle into 2021, our school council conducted its AGM this week where, along with the usual formalities, we
elected and welcomed our new school council representatives and key position holders. This year Rajib Chowdhury
joined the team while Jeff Fang, Andrea Sergis, Nadiah Smith and Katherine Zingiris were renominated for a second
term. Carl Michael, Kelvin Wong, Krystle Day and Rajib Chowdhury were nominated and elected unopposed. Jim Fang
has also joined council as a co-opted member. We were encouraged to find that the council unanimously agreed to elect
Carl Michael as President for a third year and Jeff Fang will continue as Vice President. Julienne Hyams, our Acting
Business manager will act as Secretary until a substantive Business Manager appointment and I will continue as
Treasurer. Also on school council, we are very pleased to have Larissa Vesdrevanis leading the policy sub-committee,
Carly Epskamp leading the curriculum sub-committee and Sandra Bishop leading Welfare, Student Safety and Wellbeing.
I thank all members of council for their willingness to participate in the governance of our wonderful school and I look
forward to working with them throughout 2021.
As we announce the new councillors for 2021, I would like to thank Lisa Reuss for her support as Secretary for a number
of years and we all wish Lisa well in her new role at Nathalia Secondary College. I would also like to thank Dimitra
Ferizis for her ongoing support, commitment and work on council.
Thank you once again to our council for your ongoing support and commitment to DPS, I look forward to a successful
2021.

Last Monday was the Labour Day Public Holiday. It was also
International Women’s Day.
Here at DPS we have Mothers, Grandmothers, Daughters, Sisters, Aunts,
Nieces and friends who play a special role in our lives.
I hope you all did something special to acknowledge the women in your
life.
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COVID UPDATE
I have been asked when children should be kept at home. While we want all students to attend school regularly, it is
important that we watch them closely for signs of sickness and they should stay away from school if they’re unwell. To
address this issue further and draw attention to the departments guidelines please familiarise yourself with the latest school
advice from DHHS regarding managing illness at school.
*One of the most important things we can do is to stay at home when we are unwell even if we have the mildest
symptoms.
*If a child becomes unwell during the day, they must be collected as soon as possible.
*Children with COVID-19 symptoms must stay at home and then get tested for COVID-19.
*COVID-19 symptoms includes fever, cough, sweats, sore throat, runny nose, loss of sense of taste or smell and
sometimes diarrhea, vomiting, stuffy nose, muscle aches.
*They must stay at home until they are symptom free even if their coronavirus (COVID -19) test is negative.
*Children cannot return to school with any symptoms unless they have a medical certificate.
*Children without symptoms do not need a certificate to return to school.
*An exception is for children with underlying conditions such as hay fever and asthma, who have symptoms that overlap with COVID-19. They may attend if their symptoms are no different to their usual symptoms. However, if they
develop symptoms that are different or worse than usual, they should be tested for COVID-19 and consider getting a
medical certificate. We encourage children who have ongoing asthma symptoms to make an appointment with their
general practitioner.
*People who have tested positive to COVID -19 or been identified as a close contact must isolate/quarantine until they
receive clearance from DHHS
On a positive note, Covid cases appear to be under control, so there may be a light at the end of the tunnel. But we must
remain vigilant and therefore precautions will continue because we must do whatever we can to minimise risk to staff,
students and our families.
I thank you for your support to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our school community.
Road Safety Around the School
I am concerned about the safety of some of our students when they are crossing the road before and after school. Please remind your
children about road safety and ensure that they use the school crossing in Council Street or the traffic lights on Doncaster Road. I would
also like to ask all parents to drive carefully around school during drop off and pick up time and that the parking out the front of the
school is restricted, and the council have been issuing fines, so be careful.
Further information about road safety for children can be accessed from this link to the TAC website.
https://www.tac.vic.gov.au/road-safety/safe-driving/parents/teaching-young-children

Jim Hill * Principal
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Welcome to 1G
Welcome to 1C

Welcome to 1W

Term One in Level One

It has been a wonderful start to 2021!
The Level One students have already demonstrated impressive skills
and talents and have been working really hard to achieve their best.
These photos capture some of their amazing efforts in action.
Our wonderful
writing
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Swimming Results
We have seen a fantastic month of swimming. Our House Swimming competition for the Level 3- 6’s at Watermarc
indicated there were still plenty of students who had remained active since our last house swimming event in 2020. We
were assisted on the day by 3 wonderful parents (which was the maximum number of adults who could attend due to
the COVID pool restrictions).
Our district competition had to be rescheduled due to the COVID Circuit Breaker lockdown to Watermarc in
Greensborough on March 23rd. I thank all families and students who adjusted accordingly. There were some outstanding
results and 2 boys as well as our boys medley relay team qualified for Division. Several results were so close that some
students missed out on progressing to the next stage because of the finishing touch on the wall. Doncaster finished fifth
overall out of eight schools. The District champions this year were Donburn who were a clear winner over St. Greg’s and
third was Doncaster Gardens.
Congratulations to Hans who won his freestyle and breaststroke individual events and Morgan who won his butterfly
event at Division. Both boys also participated in the medley relay with Zack and Victor. The 4 students will now
represent Doncaster Primary at Aquanation for Regionals on Friday 12th March after finishing second. Best of luck boys
at Regionals.
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Focus on Reading at DPS
What can I read????
Don’t have any spare books lying around the house to read?
Looking for something different or new to read?
There are many different resources you may have around your home that you can read. Reading a variety
of different text types exposes our children to different styles of writing, different vocabulary and different
purposes for writing. Here are a few examples of texts you can read:











 The School Newsletter
Newspapers
Ms Newton, Literacy
Tutoring Program
 Magazines
 Joke Books
 Comics
 Picture story books
 Travel Brochures
 Recipes and cookbooks
 Poetry
 Novels

Catalogues
Dictionaries
Stories they write
Information Books
Biographies
Reviews
Manuals
Atlas
Sports Programs
Theatre Programs

Ms Newton, Literacy Tutoring Program
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WEEKS 4 & 5, TERM 1 2021

READING EGGS
AWARDS
JUNIOR SCHOOL

SENIOR SCHOOL

FOUNDATION TO GRADE 2

GRADE 3 TO GRADE 6

WEEK 4 JUNIOR AWARD WINNER

WEEK 4 SENIOR AWARD WINNER

Muyan

Lena

Muyan is in 2P

Lena is in 3G

WEEK 5 JUNIOR AWARD WINNER

WEEK 5 SENIOR AWARD WINNER

Ivy

Alexander

Ivy is in 2P

Alexander is in 5K

CONGRATULATIONS
EGGSTERS!
Honesty Integrity Respect Fairness Equity Teamwork
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Doncaster Primary
Recognition Awards
PF

Fenando

You are trying so hard to communicate in English. What a super effort.
You are showing great determination.

PQ

Phoenix

Congratulations for settling into school life so well and taking pride in
your work! Amazing effort!

PQ

Zach

Congratulations for being a caring and responsible preppy partner.
Excellent effort!

PQ

Sophia

Congratulations for settling into your morning routine, independently.
Outstanding effort.

PS

Jasmine

For always trying your best to showcase 5 STAR work and putting
detail and care in everything you do. You are a superstar!

PS

Chloe

1C

Annabelle

For your 5 star quality work, and for your motivation and efforts to
complete all learning tasks to the best of your abilities.

1G

Emily

For consistently working hard to achieve her very best and using all
class time wisely. Well done Emily. Keep aiming high!

1G

Aleeza

For always applying herself to set tasks and aching an impressive
amount of work during a session. Well done Aleeza! Keep up the great
effort!

2C

Chloe

2C

Christopher done Christopher!

2E

Nathaniel

For outstanding handwriting and beautiful bookwork. So neat, well
done!

2E

Helma

For settling so beautifully into 2E at DPS, we love having you in the
class.

2P

Olivia

For the pride she took in completing the mindfulness drawing, ‘Believe
in yourself.’

For participating more in class discussions and sharing words you know
that start with our daily sound we have been focusing on. Keep up the
incredible work. I am so proud of you!

For her effort in guided reading this week. Well done Chloe!
For his effort with reading and completing the set work on time. Well
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3B

Lily

For being such an enthusiastic and respectful student during our
Swimming Program this week. Lily was encouraging to others and
showed determination to improve her skills.

3B

Doeyoon

For his wonderful stories in narrative writing. Doeyoon's vocabulary
makes his stories captivating to read.

3G

Shekhar

For your excellent efforts this week in all of your work. Your clown
visualisation was sensational, and you have contributed thoughtful
ideas to our class discussions this week. Your ascending and
descending counting patterns were carefully completed and all correct.
Excellent efforts, Shekhar!

3L

Davin

Davin Lam- For his ability to remain focused and motivated in all his
work tasks. He always try his best and complete work at a very high
standard. Well done Davin!

3L

Alexander

For his consistent enthusiastic attitude he brings to school each day.
He brightens up our classroom with his positive outlook towards every
work task. Fantastic work Alexander!

4F

Spencer

Congratulations Spencer for concentrating and showing great focus
when playing Fizz, Buzz to find the common multiples of numbers. This
meant you finished in the winning group.

4M

Rinah

For always being organised and for helping others. Well done!

4SM Tanem

For setting an example of excellence in behaviour and cooperation in
Gymnastics this week. You're a star!

5K

Ranveer

For always showing a positive attitude to his learning and trying his
best.

5P

Diana

For completing her homework with a 5 STAR STANDARD. I am very
impressed.

5P

Obadiah

For trying his best in Reader's Workshop. This week Obadiah has
made predictions that have been informed by clues in his text. Keep up
the great work!

50

Altiyan

For being a great team player and helping his classmates succussed.

6C

Joyce

Joyce has worked very well this term and has put a lot of effort in to all
her classwork. She has completed all her class and homework with
care and accuracy. Well done.
Joyce is always friendly, considerate and very helpful – thanks!

6P

Luis

For his excellent participation in basketball at Interschool Sport last
week, Luis showed great enthusiasm and good sportsmanship. Well
done Luis!
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SPECIALIST
RECOGNITION AWARDS
P.E

Chloe, Prep S

For her wonderful improvement with underarm
throwing. Chloe listened to all feedback provided and
demonstrated excellent technique. What a star!

P.E

Arvin, 4SM

For his improved behaviour in Physical Education this
week. Arvin worked well in his group and remained on
task throughout the session. Awesome job Arvin!

P.E

James,6C

For his focused approach to our skills assessment
session last week. James was placed into a group with
3 girls and worked in a mature fashion throughout.
Outstanding James!

ART

Julia, Prep S

For her excellent work ethic. Julia always tries her best
and takes great pride in the presentation of her work.
Well done Julia!

ART

Hana, 4SM

For her neat and organised approach to all learning
tasks. Hana loves to help around the classroom too.
Well done!

ART

Layla, 6J

For her happy and enthusiastic attitude towards all
aspects of her work! Layla is a kind and responsible
member of 6J! Well done.
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PARENTS GROUP
As you can see below we have a very active parent group. They are always looking to welcome new parents to the group.
You don’t have to sign your life away, but if you are interested in participating in one, two or all of the events scheduled
you will be most welcome to join in and your assistance will be greatly appreciated. You can see here the sort of activities
that are planned.

Parent Fundraising Group
PFG Meeting 19th Feb 2021 9.30am-10am via Webex
Attendees: Monica, May-Na, Antoinette, Andrea, Leandra, Rebecca, Mal
Thank you for attending the meeting on Friday and sharing your thoughts and suggestions.

Dates for 2021
Mother’s Day Stall to held on Friday 7th May
Father’s Day Stall to be held on Friday 3rd September
Other events such as the Biggest Morning Tea etc. have been placed on hold this year due to restrictions

Uniform Sales
Will go ahead as soon as restrictions ease and parents/visitors are allowed onsite

Billy Bonkas Ice Cream Day
Rescheduled for the 12th March

Easter Drive
Baker's Delight

Proposed Date for next meeting - 23rd April 2021

Mal Dabab and the PFG Team
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Dear Dads and Father-Figures,

We, along with our school, would like to invite you to attend our school’s “Fathering Project Dads
Group” Launch evening.
What:

An informal but informative event just for dads and father-figures.
Presented by The Fathering Project and hosted by the school, meet other dads – chat,
share and support each other to start a Dads Group and be the best dad you can be.

Learn:

About what The Fathering Project is.
About the importance of the role of the father (backed by research).

It would be great if you could come along and we hope you will learn some interesting things about
fathering, and about how a Fathering Project Dads Group can support your kids and the school
community toward a healthier, happier future. The program also gives dads more opportunities to
have fun, be part of a supportive network and build an even stronger school community.

Hope to see you there,

Kathey Coumaros and Diane Meilak
Who: Dads, Father-figures and other male role-models
When: Thursday the 18th of March 2021
@ 7:00 pm
RSVP: 11/3/21
Where: Doncaster PS
RSVP by Email to:
kathey.coumaros@education.vic.gov.au
diane.meilak@education.vic.gov.au
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National Ride2School Day is Australia’s biggest celebration of active travel and one of the best days
on the school calendar.
Over the past 40 years the number of children who are physically active everyday has significantly
dropped. In the 1970s, eight out of ten students rode or walked to school but today that number has
dropped to just two out of ten.
National Ride2School Day has helped thousands of schools to empower and enable students to get
physically active on their journey to school, giving them the opportunity to create healthy habits for
their future.
Students who ride or walk to school contribute to their minimum physical activity level of 60 minutes
per day. They are also more focused and ready to learn compared to those who are driven.
We are encouraging all students to actively travel to school on March 19th. Students who walk, ride or
scooter to school will go into the draw to win one of two $30 Rebel Gift Vouchers. Parents are
welcome to walk, scooter or ride with their children.
House Captains will be handing out Ride to School stickers at the school gates to all children who
actively travelled to school on the day. The sticker will enable students to collect a piece of fruit from
outside the staffroom.
Remember to wear to a helmet to stay safe and have a practise ride in preparation for the day.
Children can be dropped off children at our ‘Walk to School’ checkpoint at the playground in Hummell
Way between 8.20 and 8.30am (opposite the bowling club) where Mr.Spinks and some of our
wonderful House Captains will supervise their journey to school.

Our Walk to School Checkpoint has a drop-off zone for our parents.
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE
All families are strongly encouraged to register with Before and After School care. It is
free to register! As you know each night all gates are locked. This will occur each
day at 3.45pm when teachers finish their yard duty. The only entry and exit gate will
be the front gate near the carpark on Council Street. Any students still at school at
this time will be directed to the office or after school care as teachers have meetings
most nights which commence at 3.45pm. I thank you for your support on this issue.

Doncaster Junior AFL Football Club
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