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From the Principal’s Desk…..  
 
Every day I am at the front or back gate greeting students and parents in the mornings and again in the 
afternoons. Often parents ask for a few minutes to discuss something, so I make myself available to chat. If 
you don’t see me at the gate it is probably because I am meeting with a student, parent or family as I like to 
make myself available every day. It is also a great way to start the day, meeting and greeting the happy faces 
as they bounce into school. This is contrary to “the whining school-boy, with his satchel and shining morning 
face, creeping like snail unwillingly to school” as Shakespeare wrote in As You Like It. We are so fortunate 
to have such happy students at DPS. 
  
For this very reason, I once again ask that all parents take greater care around the school at drop off and pick 
up times. I have personally observed some “amazing” sights in terms of driving. We all need to take 
responsibility for the safety and wellbeing of our students and do whatever we can to keep them safe. Please, 
for example, observe road rules, parking lines and also use the crossing. I often see parents telling children 
to make a run for it across Council Street within metres of the crossing.  
Please note that the crossing on Council Street is supervised from 8.15am until 9am. A number of students 
arrive after 9am, at which time the crossing is not supervised, thereby putting students at unnecessary risk. 
Please be on time and take care around our school so we can ensure the safety of our children. 
 
As you read this newsletter, I am in London! After many years in education I have accrued quite a lot of long 
service leave so I have decided to take a few weeks and head off to London. I will also be visiting the 
International School of Hamburg (where I taught in 2014) and the international School of Berlin. While I will 
be in constant contact with the school via email, I am confident the school will continue as per normal under 
the management and supervision of our two Assistant Principals, Sandra Bishop and Larissa Vesdrevanis. 
Supporting them will be our two Leading Teachers, Carly Epskamp and Dimitra Ferizis and our Learning 
Specialists Julia Bay and Vanessa Keen. 
 

Jim Hill 
PRINCIPAL 
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MARCH 
Monday 2nd           Level 1, 2 & 3 Swimming 
                                Division Swimming 
Tuesday 3rd            L4 BTYC Gymnastics 
                                AGM 
                                School Council Meeting 
Wednesday 4th      L5 & 6 Human Development Workshop 
Friday 6th                Assembly 
Monday 9th     Labor Day Public Holiday  
Tuesday 10th          L4 BTYC Gymnastics 
Monday 23rd         Future Families Information Night 6pm 
Friday 27th     Last day of Term one 
 

APRIL 
Monday 13th           Easter Monday NO SCHOOL 
Tuesday 14th           First day of Term two 
Tuesday 21 – 25th Grade 6 Canberra Camp 
Friday 24th      ANZAC Day assembly 
Saturday 25th          ANZAC Day 
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Hi, my name is Sarah and I am 11 years old. I live with my mum, dad and brother Matthew, who is 14 years 

old. I like photography, music and public speaking (as you can probably already tell).  

I am looking forward to being a School Captain this year. See you at the next assembly! 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Hi my name is Austin and I am excited to be one of the School Captains for 2020. I have a sister whose 

name is Olivia and two dogs. They are Golden Retrievers. Their names are Archie and Wilson. Two of my 

hobbies are playing sport and playing video games. I love swimming, gymnastics, playing footy, soccer, 

cricket and just running around. My favourite video games at the moment are Fortnite and Minecraft. 

As School Captain, I’m looking forward to representing the school in many different ways, especially when 

we go to Canberra camp. I also hope that I will be a good leader and role model to everyone at the school. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Hello, I’m Payoja from 6J and I am one of the School Captain’s at Doncaster Primary School for 2020. I am 

11 years old and born in Australia. However my parents are from India and migrated almost 20 years ago. I 

have been in this school since Prep and have loved every moment of it. I have made some great friends 

over the years and love all the teachers. 

My favourite hobbies are dancing and singing. I have been into different types of Performing Arts since I 

was 3 years old. I love performing on stage and have won singing competitions at school and got 

shortlisted among 350 participants in an audition of Australia’s Vocal Star. 

I’m also into scouting and have achieved the Grey Wolf Award which is the highest ranking award for age 

group 8yr-10yrs. I love the outdoor adventures we do in scouting. I also love travelling and have visited 

many places such as India, USA, New Zealand, Sydney, Adelaide, Tasmania. 

I’m an honest person who always tries to help people in need. I have a kind and caring attitude. I hope to 

lead as a good example for others. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Hello, my name is Nicholas and I am honoured to be one of the six school captains for 2020.  I have five 

people in my family, my mum, dad and two older brothers. My family always supports me and encourages 

me to do my best. 

I love playing soccer and I play for Manningham United Blues Soccer Club. This year I have been appointed 

as the captain of my team for the 2020 season. I am really looking forward to being one of the leaders of 

the school and hope we make this school a happy place for everyone. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Hi, my name is Karim and I am honoured to be a School Captain.  I am 11 years old, I am the eldest child in a 

family of 5, my mum, dad, little brother and baby sister.  I like to play tag with my friends and play sports.  My 

favourite subjects are maths, science, art and P.E.  I am looking forward to sharing my ideas, making our 

school an even better place and leading and co-operating with my peers.  I am exhilarated to have this 

brilliant job and look forward to helping each and every one of you, so come and say hi when you see me.  I 

hope 2020 is THE YEAR for you! 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hi, my name is Jordan and I am 11 years old. I live with my mum, dad, my sister Adaliah and my brother 

Ezekiel.  I love to sing and dance. I don’t mind standing up and performing and talking in front of people. I 

am really looking forward to being a school captain in 2020. 

 

Update from School Council 

The first School Council meeting for 2020 was held on 4th February.  

The Council discussed student safety, and the training that staff receive so that they can respond well to all 

situations. Student safety is a standing agenda item for school council and we discuss it from a whole-

school perspective  

We spent quite a bit of time discussing how to improve the cleaning situation – I think we all want the 

drinking taps and kids’ toilets to be cleaner, and we don’t want our teachers to spend their preparation 

time cleaning the classroom when we employ cleaners. You have heard about this in other newsletters – it 

is an ongoing challenge! One school councillor is working closely with the cleaning company, Spotless, to 

improve things (thank you Krystal!). 

We also discussed Coronavirus, and how it might be affecting our school community as we know that some 

families are worried. Keep looking out for Department of Education updates that the school will send 

through Compass. Council also heard about the school’s curriculum plans, staff long service leave plans, 

and endorsed both the Workplace Bullying Policy and the Personal Mobile Devices policy. The Mobile 

Devices Policy has been updated to align with new government guidelines and the school will continue to 

adapt when it is needed. 

Best wishes to the children who are well on their way through term 1, and to all the families in the school 

community. 

Kylie Crompton (grade 4 parent) 
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PF Semrah 
For always displaying the school values and showing enthusiasm in class at all times.  You are a 
superstar! 

PQ Chloe 
For doing a fantastic job in reading workshops practicing visualising. Outstanding effort. Keep 
up the good work. 

PQ Kirsten 

 

For settling into school and always trying her best. Amazing effort 

PS Lucas 
For having a great attitude towards each task and being such a respectful member of Prep S. 
You are a star 

PS Cooper 

 

For being persistent in completing tasks and following instructions. Keep up the amazing work! 

1A Neli 

 

For doing a great job following instructions and being kind and caring to her classmates.  

1G Khloe 
For being focussed and attentive during all sessions and aiming high to achieve her best. Well 
done Khloe. Keep up the wonderful work! 

1Q Jerry 

 

For settling well into his new school and for always doing his best. Well done! 

1Q Juah 

 

For working hard during writing and including more detail in her work. Well done! 

2C Suzy 

 

For outstanding handwriting and helping others Well done Suzy 

2C Rayhan 
For all your hard work in the classroom and completing all your work on time. Well done 
Rayhan. 

2E Ethan 
For displaying a positive attitude and making a wonderful start to Grade Two. You are a 
superstar! 

2E Logan 

 

Contributing your great ideas to our class discussions. Keep up the great work 

2P Pranesh 

 

For his positive attitude in the classroom and always being ready to learn. Well done Pranesh!  

3B Stacey 
For getting to know her new classmates and learning the expectations of Doncaster Primary 
School. 

3G Ella 
For the excellent effort you have made to contribute regularly to class discussions. It has been 
fantastic to hear your thoughts and ideas Ella. Keep it up! 

3L Yodi 
For always having such beautiful and polite manners to everyone. A great role model for 
others.  

3W Ryan 

 

Thank you for your insightful comments and contributions to class discussion!   

The following students were presented their ‘Certificate of Recognition’ during the assembly 

on Friday 21st February 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=%2bjJgiAN3&id=74DBF41412F22F1B0A30A7FF9200977BB3D3114D&thid=OIP.-jJgiAN3d-fpRmS9ZXvY5gHaBv&mediaurl=http://theveliger.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/banner-png-free-icons-and-png-backgrounds-regarding-blue-banner-png.png&exph=945&expw=4001&q=Blue+Ribbon+Banner+Clip+Art&simid=608013371788100679&selectedIndex=131
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3W Khaled 

 

It is awesome to see your personality and sense of humour shining through!   

4C Eunice 
For the ability to work co-cooperatively and respectfully with all members of Year 4. She is a 
polite member of our class. Eunice also has a high interest to achieve her best in all areas of 
learning. Well done! 

4SM Connor 
For the outstanding way he has settled into his new school, making new friends across Level 4 
and giving 100% effort to learning tasks. Keep up the great work Connor! 

50 Jin 

 

For always participating in class discussion. 

5R Hongyu 
For making a huge effort to maintain focus and complete all tasks. It has also been great to see 
you take on suggestions as to how you can improve your work. Well done!  

6F Dylan 
For making it to the district and the division level of the swimming competition. Dylan is an 
excellent all rounder, having a go at everything with a smile on his face. Keep up the good work 
Dylan. 

6F Hayden 
For making it to the district level of the swimming competition. Hayden is an excellent all 
rounder, having a go at everything with a smile on his face. Keep up the good work Hayden. 

6J Aimee 
For being an active participant of class discussions, asking questions and showing great team 
work skills. Congratulations on your outstanding start to Year 6.  

SCIENCE 
Sebastian 2C For sorting the animals into the five different groups (mammals, birds, 

fish, reptiles and amphibians) and for using his manners in Science class. 
Great work! 

SCIENCE 
Thomas 4P For completing his Science Homework.   

SCIENCE 
Ben 5O For showing an interest in Science and remembering five parts of the 

human skeleton.  

P.E 
Caleb PQ For his great listening during teacher instructions. Well done Caleb! 

P.E 
Austin 4P His remarkable achievements at our House and District swimming 

events. What a superstar! 

P.E 
Ben 5O For his wonderful teamwork during our team building activities. Well 

done on giving your best effort in all tasks. 

ART 
Amanda 1Q For being a cooperative and helpful student in class. 

ART 
Ben 3G For always striving to complete his best work in class and improving his 

skills in art.  

ART 
Kevin 6W For focusing well on his work to achieve his best in all areas of learning. 

SPECIALIST AWARDS 
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      This term in LOTE, in honour of the Lunar Festival, the students have learnt about the origin of the 

zodiac animals! During the term, students will also learn simple greetings and self introductions, as well as explore 

Chinese numbers. 

                                          

  

In their first few LOTE lessons, the Preps have begun their learning journey in 

LOTE, by discovering how the zodiac animals were chosen. Similarly, Grade 1 and 2 

students learnt about the zodiac wheel, and understood the significance of the 

order of the animals on the wheel. Throughout the term, the junior students will be 

learning to greet and introduce themselves in Chinese.  Parents and guardians, 

please prepare yourselves as the children may wish you “zai jian” (goodbye) as they 

walk through the school gates in the morning!  

The Grade 3 and 4 students have begun their year in LOTE learning to order 

the animals of the zodiac wheel, discussing the significance of seeing ‘rat 

decorations’ this Lunar New Year. This term, students will be revising the 

greetings learnt last year, as well as the numbers to 20. Students will practice 

writing characters and learning measure words! Prepare for the children to be 

counting the number of pieces of fruit they eat in Chinese! 

 

Students in Grade 5 and 6 have been familiarising themselves with the 

story of how the zodiac animals came to be, as well as some very important 

things for our “rat children” (students born in the year of the rat) to 

remember for this year, to bring them good health and fortune! The grade 

5 and 6 students will also be learning to introduce themselves, and give 

information about themselves in Chinese!  
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House Swimming Carnival  

  

House Swimming Carnival 

On Friday 14th February, Doncaster Primary School 

held its House Swimming Carnival at Aquarena. 

The inclement weather which was predicted held 

off long enough to complete all of the necessary 

races, much to Mr. Spinks’ relief. Our school 

certainly has some outstanding swimmers and 

there were some impressive performances on the 

day. 

We look forward to seeing how the selected students 

compete at the Doncaster District Swimming Carnival on 

Wednesday, February 19th. 

The all - important house point results have been tallied 

and will be announced at this week’s assembly. Well done 

to all competitors who participated and tried their best. 

 

District Swimming 

With District Swimming only 5 days after House Swimming, the students did not get much 

time to rest before taking the plunge once again. Although the cold and wet weather on the 

day was far from ideal, all students put that aside and stayed focused on the task at hand. 

Many thanks to the parents and grandparents who attended and supported all the children 

on the day. A big thank you to Payoja and Jordan from Level 6 for stepping up and enabling 

the school to enter a senior girls relay team. They performed admirably and obtained 

additional points for the school. We have been very fortunate to welcome some new students 

over the last year who have shown themselves to be particularly strong swimmers. These 

include Hans, Eunice and Austin in Level 3. Austin successfully qualified for Division in 3 

individual events as well as a boys’ medley relay. Level 6 Austin, also qualified for Division in 

3 individual events as well as the medley relay which was a remarkable effort. The Division 

swimming competition will be held on Monday 2nd March at Aquanation in Ringwood. A 

Compass permission notice will be uploaded on Compass if your child has qualified for 

Division.  
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CONGRATULATIONS JOSHUA WONG 

SLAMIN TENNIS PLAYER OF THE TERM 

 

 

 

“Joshua Wong is the Slamin Tennis player of the term for his outstanding improvement in tennis and attitude. Joshua 

has been doing tennis at Slamin tennis for several years now and has improved his game tremendously. Not only 

cam Joshua (nicknamed Mr Forehand) rally and play a match, he is also helping others to strive for their own 

personal best as well. Joshua is a very deserving winner, and we are all so proud of you.  

“Coach Andrew & Vicky Slamin Tennis 

 

 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

All families are strongly encouraged to register with Before and After School care. It is 
free to register! As you know each night all gates are locked. This will occur each day 
at 3.45pm when teachers finish their yard duty. The only entry and exit gate will be 

the front gate near the carpark on Council Street. Any students still at school at 
this time will be directed to the office or after school care as teachers have 
meetings most nights which commence at 3.45pm. I thankyou for your support 
on this issue.  
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Secondhand Uniform 

                                 Friday 13th March 

                                 9.00 - 9.30am 

                                 Outside the Library 

Good quality/washed DPS uniforms can be donated at the school office. 

Thank you for supporting our school 
 

PFG Team 
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