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From the Principal’s desk….. 

We are already well into term one! I am very pleased to say that students have settled into school very well. There is a 

lovely calm atmosphere at DPS. Fingers crossed it continues this way and we can keep students at school, onsite for all 

of 2021. 

Last year we were going to focus on our Year of Expectation. Given it was a disrupted year we are once again going to 

focus on 2021 as our year of expectation. 

That means we will be expecting students to work hard, challenge themselves to be their very best. We will also be 

challenging ourselves as educators, to work hard to ensure we cater for the individual needs of all students. 

Late last year we revised our school values.  After many discussions, we came to the conclusion that our values were too 

convoluted and we wanted to make them easier to understand, easier to live by and above all, relevant to us at DPS. 

Our new values are at the bottom of every page in the newsletter. They are as follows Determination, Pride and 

Success. In a few short weeks, we have referred to these values many times and they do seem to fit so much better than 

our old values. Through determination, children will experience success and be proud of their achievements. We are 

really looking forward to a successful 2021! Exciting times are ahead. Let’s continue to work together so we can do our 

best for our students. 

School Council Elections 2021  
Interested members of the Doncaster PS community are invited to nominate for vacancies on School Council for the 

next two-year period. Self-nomination Forms for Parent members are available from the office. These must be 

completed and returned to the office by 4.00 pm on Thursday February 18th 2021.  

In the event that an election is required, it will be conducted from Thursday 25th February, with the ballot closing 4.00 

pm Thursday 4th March 2021. This requires nominees to write a piece for the newsletter, and the community asked to 

vote for them. The four nominees with the most votes will then be duly elected to council. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the 2021 School Council members and members of the subcommittees for their commitment to 

DPS. It was a particularly challenging year given most meetings were held virtually. A lot of extra correspondence was 

needed, so thankyou to all councillors. Your time and effort has been very much appreciated.  

If interested, I ask that you consider your role on council and what you have to offer DPS and how you can represent the 

school, its staff and broader DPS community as a member of council. To find out more, if interested you can call the 

school for details. 

Jim Hill, Principal 
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

 
All families are strongly encouraged to register with Before and After School care. It is 
free to register! As you know each night all gates are locked. This will occur each day at 

3.45pm when teachers finish their yard duty. The only entry and exit gate will be the 
front gate near the carpark on Council Street. Any students still at school at this time 
will be directed to the office or after school care as teachers have meetings most 
nights which commence at 3.45pm. I thank you for your support on this issue.  
 
 

 

2021 CSEF (Camps, Sport & Excursions Fund) 

Please note that if you applied for CSEF last year you do not need to reapply this year unless 

your card details have changed. 

Eligibility 

On the first day of term one (28th January 2021) or the first day of term two (19 April 2021), a parent 

or legal guardian of a student must: 

 be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: 

 Veterans Affairs Gold Card 

 Centrelink Health Care Card 

 Pensioner Concession Card 

 OR they must be a temporary foster parent 

 OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth 

Allowance Health Care Card) 

 AND the parent or legal guardian must submit an application by the due date. 

Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not 

income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above. 

Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates with 

Centrelink on either the first day of term one or term two. 

If the eligible card is in the name of the student, the fund is only granted to that student, not their 

siblings. 
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF_application_form.pdf 

  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF_application_form.pdf
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School Nurse 
 

Cathy Pataki is a visiting primary school nurse from the Department of 

Education and Training and she will be attending the school in February 

2021,  to conduct the Prep grade health assessments and to see other children 

as requested by parents or teachers (with parents’ consent).  

The purpose of the visit is to provide all children in first year of primary 

school children with the opportunity to have a health assessment; to link children, families and school 

communities to services available in the community; and to provide information and advice that promotes 

health and wellbeing. 

Parents of students (other than Prep students) who wish their child to be seen by the school nurse need to 

complete a referral form that is available at the school office. This completed referral form needs to be returned 

to the school office by February, 2021. Thank you  

 

  

Focus on Reading at DPS 

 

 

Some things to do when reading at home: 

 

Do   encourage your child to guess what the      

        story is about. 

 

Do   ask questions like –  

       “What can you tell about the story from the  

        picture?” 

       “What do you think will happen in the   

        story?” 

 

Do    read from the pictures, encourage your   

        child to build up a story before looking at the    

        print 

 

Do    talk about the start of the story, what  

        happened by the end of the story, the  

        people in the story etc. 

 

Do   help to clarify their understanding of  

       unusual words or words they did not know the  

       meaning of.   

 

Ms Newton, Literacy Tutoring Program 

Did you know? 

If you read 20 minutes a day, 

you’ll read 1, 800,000 words 

per year. 
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                                          Welcome to the Year of the Ox 

                       新    年   快   乐               

                                            Xin      Nian       Kuai       Le  

                 
What the Junior Levels are learning…… 

In Cultural Studies, the Grade Prep to Three students have been learning all about Lunar New Year. We have:  

 Read stories about the celebrations and the Chinese Zodiac. 

 Watched a PowerPoint to learn facts about which countries celebrate Lunar New Year and what 

activities happen during the celebrations. Did you know it has been celebrated for over 3000 years!! 

 Watched a video of the Lion Dance and learnt about the 4 lucky animals which make up the way the 

Chinese Lion looks. 

 The children who celebrate the Lunar New Year festival have shared their stories of what their families 

do – including telling us about the red envelopes they get as a gift. There are some very lucky children! 

 Created our own colourful dragon mask to share the celebrations. 

What the Senior Levels are learning…… 

  In Term One, we are celebrating the Chinese New Year. Students will watch a story about the 
Chinese New Year and make a red envelope and lantern associated with the festival. For Year 4 
students we are learning about the Chinese Zodiac and will recognize key vocabulary and 
characteristics of the 12 Animals. Year 5 students are learning different Chinese characters with fun 
and engaging activities. Students integrate their understanding of the topics by learning Chinese 
rhymes. Year 6 Students are using a calligraphy pen to write Chinese greetings and making a project 
about China which involves using ICT technologies such as iPads to research different facts about 
China and present their completed project via PowerPoint or Photo Story. 
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Level 4 have bounded into 2021 showing Determination, Pride and Success in everything they do. This week we 

excitedly started our gymnastics program in partnership with BTYC gymnastics. 
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PF Zaid You are doing such a wonderful job of being brave at school.  Well 

done Zaid I am very proud of you. 

PQ Isabella Congratulations for being a wonderful friend and completing 5 star 

work. You’re a superstar. 

PQ Reon Congratulations for settling into big school so well and trying your 

best during all learning tasks. Excellent effort. Keep up the great 

work. 

PS Mason For settling into school and being resilient in completing your 

learning tasks this week. You are a star! Keep it up 

1G Adam For making a wonderful start to his Grade One year. Well done 

Adam for being ready to learn each day and aiming high. Keep up 

the great effort! 

1W Max For being a polite and responsible member of 1W, you are a role 

model to others Max! Well done. 

2C Anna For being brave in the school yard and for being an outstanding 

class helper. 

2C Eric For being a champion rocket counter. 

3B Elena For settling into her new school environment so well, being a 

positive contributor to the class, and always eager to learn as much 

as she can. 

3G Grae For your wonderful start to Grade 3, showing all three school 

values of Determination, Pride and Success in the way you have 

approached your work. You have not given up when tasks 

appeared to be challenging, and have showed pride in presenting 

your work as neatly as possible at all times. Well done, Grae! 

3L Mohamad For his amazing effort in maths learning how to rename numbers in 

different ways. What a super star! 

Doncaster Primary 
Recognition Awards 



Determination   Pride   Success 
8 

 
 
 
 
 

3L Manuella For consistently trying her best in all her work activities. She is also 

an amazing helper and friend to the new students in the class. Well 

done! 

4F Savannah  Savannah has had a wonderful start to the year in our class 

showing kindness and understanding. She is also an asset in 

helping the classroom to run smoothly. 

4M Rod For his mature and well considered contributions to class 

discussion. Well done! 

4SM Herald For displaying a genuine desire to learn and apply himself to all 

tasks. You always approach tasks with a smile on your face! Keep 

up the great work! 

5K Nancy For sharing her creativity with the class and always trying her best. 

Nancy has brought her comics into the classroom for others to read 

and encourages others to create art with her. 

5K Amir  For always challenging himself and showing a “have-a-go” attitude. 

Amir tried out for house swimming, made a speech for JSC, and 

shares his ideas confidently in class. Well done! 

5P Whole 

Grade 

Well Done on your first week in Year 5. You are all amazing 

students who showed good manners and we are going to have a 

Fabulous Year 5 year.  Ms Pettinella is very proud of you all. 

5O Elana For making a great start at DPS and having a positive attitude. 

5O Michael For his great work on Mathletics. 

6C Elise For being a diligent and motivated student as well being an 

extremely enthusiastic helper in the class with her peers - Well 

done! 

6J Ziming For greeting staff in the morning, answering questions and 

completing writing 

6J Gyubi For showing initiative, listening in class and answering questions in 

class 

6P Charlotte For her outstanding effort in her first homework task. Well done 

Charlotte on completing all tasks to a very high standard. 
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P.E Ahmad, PF For his great enthusiasm in Physical Education this 

week. What a superstar! 

P.E Cohen, 3G For his great game strategy in our game of ‘Timebomb’. 

Excellent work! 

P.E Minoo, 5P For always giving her best effort in all Physical Education 

tasks. Minoo applied great game sense in our game of 

‘Timebomb’. Keep it up! 

ART Moses, PF Moses is a quiet, independent learner who co-operates 

beautifully with others. He tries his best and presents his 

work neatly and colourfully. Well done! 

ART Lily, 3B For always trying her best. Lily is always enthusiastic 

and helpful in the classroom. Thank you, Lily! 

ART Jenny, 6C For being a quiet achiever and producing consistent high 

level of work. Fantastic effort! 

SPECIALIST  

RECOGNITION AWARDS 
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Extend is the place for your children to thrive, learn and play, so what are 

you waiting for? Book and enrol at 

www.extend.com.au 

  

  

 

 

Hello, My name is Sharni!  

I am the Coordinator here at Doncaster Primary School and I 

have been here for 2 years.  

This year at Extend we will be getting quite creative with arts and 

craft, cooking, lots of group activities and a newly decorated 

room. I am so excited. See you all soon!! 

Sharni Moroney  

Service Coordinator  

   

   

 

 

Come along to Before School Care for a healthy breakfast and a great start to the day. Then 

join us for After School Care and enjoy a range of different activities and be nourished with 

yummy, healthy food! Make new friends at Extend! Enrol and book now via extend.com.au. 

 

  

http://www.extend.com.au/
http://extend.com.au/
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The PFG have organised an Ice Cream treat at lunchtime on Friday 26th February. 

All orders to the office by Tuesday 23rd February 
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