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From the Principal’s Desk ...... 

Well done to our wonderful staff for such a smooth start to the year. Students have settled in quickly and 

programs are up and running. 

In each newsletter there will be a brief report from all level Leaders to inform families of the main focus 

areas in Numeracy, Literacy and general studies. This will allow parents to reinforce and support students 

at home if needed, and to be informed about what is happening in the classroom. 

From time to time we see people in the school who we don’t know. It is therefore necessary to sign in 

whenever you come into the school outside of the usual drop off and pick up times. Please don’t be 

offended if one of our a staff direct you to the office, particularly if you don’t have a visitors pass. So, if you 

are coming to school for any reason, other than drop off or pick up, please register at our kiosk in the front 

foyer, this is a very quick and easy process and it helps us keep track of who is in the school at any given 

time. The ultimate purpose being to ensure our students are safe at all times. 

 

Timetable for 2019 

Students ideally arrive from: 8:45 a.m. 

School Commences: 9:00 a.m. 

                                                    Morning Recess 11:00 a.m. – 11.30a.m. 

                                                           Lunchtime 1:30 p.m. – 2.30p.m. 

                                                            School Finishes: 3:30 p.m. 

 

Children are not required at school before 8:45 a.m. Students are not 

permitted in classrooms until teachers are on duty. 

 

Jim Hill 

Principal 

 

 

  DONCASTER PRIMARY NEWSLETTER 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

Term 1 
 

February 
 

Friday 15th      - UBUNTU 
Monday 18th  - L1-3 Swimming Program 
Tuesday 19th  - L4 BYTC Program 
Thursday 21st – District Swimming Carnival 
Friday 22nd     - Assembly 
  
 

*Please check Compass regularly for Events 
and Payments Wednesday 13th February 2019 ISSUE 2 
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School Council Elections 2019  

Interested members of the Doncaster PS community are invited to nominate for vacancies on 

school council for the next two-year period. Schedule 5A Self-nomination Forms for Parent 

members are available from the office. These must be completed and returned to the office by 

4.00 pm on Wednesday February 20th 2019.  

In the event that an election is required, it will be conducted from Wednesday 27th February, with 

the ballot closing 4.00 pm Wednesday 6th March 2017. This means all nominees will write a piece 

for the newsletter, which will be published, and the DPS community asked to vote for them. The 

four nominees with the most votes will then be duly elected to council. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the 2018 School Council members and members of the subcommittees for 

their commitment to DPS. Your time and effort has been very much appreciated.  

If interested, I ask that you consider your role on council and what you have to offer DPS and how you can represent 

the school, its staff and broader DPS community as a member of council. To find out more, if interested you can call 

the school for details. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello from the PFG, 

 
Dear Parents/ Guardians, 
 

We will be holding our first PFG meeting for 2019 on Friday 8th March at 9am in the DPS 
staffroom. We will be discussing preparations for Mother’s Day Stall, Second Hand Uniform Sale 
and the Easter Drive. All are welcome, PFG is a great way to meet other parents and helping your 
school. Young children are Welcome. 
 

See you there, 
PFG Co-ordinators 
 Mal & Krystle 
 

PFG 

families 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=rcLzzhGX&id=0BB670E4AB43DF5F354A601EFBE61A4A303AC529&thid=OIP.rcLzzhGX3HdwMpMwXYwdgQHaCu&mediaurl=https://p3cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_144613/Image/PTA/PTA-feature.jpg&exph=230&expw=625&q=parents+and+friend+meeting+clipart&simid=608017219952640509&selectedIndex=542&cbir=sbi
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=xUS0h%2b3G&id=19B13DE7D46DB57FA5F13830EB9B2D8CBA7A18D7&thid=OIP.xUS0h-3Gd_8crTOurJTeFwHaHa&mediaurl=http://desertcovepto.org/files/2012/08/Join-Us-PTO-Meeting.jpg&exph=300&expw=300&q=Volunteer+Meeting+Clip+Art&simid=608027669574583859&selectedIndex=335
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Our National Anthem 

Did you know our national anthem is only part of the original song? The two verses we sing are two of 

the five original verses. The words we sing at every assembly are highlighted here in red. It would be 

a very long anthem if we sang the whole song. 

ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR 

Australians all let us rejoice, 

For we are young and free; 

We've golden soil and wealth for toil, 

Our home is girt by sea; 

Our land abounds in Nature's gifts 

Of beauty rich and rare; 

In history's page, let every stage 

Advance Australia fair! 

In joyful strains then let us sing, 

"Advance Australia fair!" 

When gallant Cook from Albion sail'd, 

To trace wide oceans o'er, 

True British courage bore him on, 

Till he landed on our shore.  

Then here he raised Old England's flag, 

The standard of the brave; 

With all her faults we love her still, 

"Brittania rules the wave!" 

In joyful strains then let us sing, 

"Advance Australia Fair!" 

Beneath our radiant southern Cross, 

We'll toil with hearts and hands; 

To make this Commonwealth of ours 

Renowned of all the lands; 

For those who've come across the seas 

We've boundless plains to share; 

With courage let us all combine  

To advance Australia fair. 

In joyful strains then let us sing 

"Advance Australia fair!" 

While other nations of the globe  

Behold us from afar, 

We'll rise to high renown and shine 

Like our glorious southern star; 

From England, Scotia, Erin's Isle, 

Who come our lot to share, 

Let all combine with heart and hand 

To advance Australia fair! 

In joyful strains then let us sing 

"Advance Australia fair!" 

 

Sho'd foreign foe e'er sight our coast, 

Or dare a foot to land, 

We'll rouse to arms like sires of yore 

To guard our native strang; 

Brittania the shall surely know, 

Beyond wide ocean's roll, 

Her sons in fair Australia's land 

Still keep a British soul. 

In joyful strains the let us sing 

"Advance Australia fair!" 
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Prep Level  

Literacy Focus:   Students in Prep will begin to develop their concepts about print.  They 

will focus on visualising and discussing what they see on the front page of a book.  They 

will also discover how a picture helps us to interpret meaning and how to locate letters on 

the page.  They will begin to learn about the sounds/letters in the word CAT and ANT 

Numeracy Focus:  The students will begin to develop their number sense with a focus on 

the number ONE and TWO. They will also learn about representing data in a birthday 

pictograph. 

Theme:   Prep students will be introduced to their topic on COMMUNITY.  They will 

learn how to be a bucket filler and about who makes up their family 

Special Events:  Wednesday assessments continue 

Level One  

Literacy Focus:  In writing, students will be consolidating their letter formation and will be 

learning about the structure when writing a recount. Spelling homework words will consist 

of commonly used words. The reading strategy focus is visualisation.   

Numeracy Focus:  Pattern counting takes place as an introduction to each maths session. 

During the next 2 weeks reading, writing and ordering numbers will be focused on. 

Students will also become more familiar with number lines. 

Theme: Students will be learning about positive mindsets and fixed mindsets. 

Special Events: Students will begin their week long swimming intensive program on 

Monday the 18th of February. Please read the Compass feed to assist in remembering what 

students are required to bring. 

Level Two  

Literacy Focus: In writing, the Level Two students will be writing a recount and exploring 

acrostic poems as well. In handwriting, we are revising the correct formation of each letter 

and ensuring our letters are sitting on the appropriate lines. The level two teachers are 

extremely pleased with the level of effort and overall neatness of the handwriting displayed 

so far. Our reading focus for the next fortnight is visualisation.     

Numeracy Focus: We will be revising counting patterns and each class will begin ‘Rocket 

Counting’ and ‘Mental Maths’.    

Theme:  Students will learn the importance of being sunsmart.  

Special Events: Students will begin their week long swimming intensive program on 

Monday the 18th of February. Please read the Compass feed to assist in remembering what 

students are required to bring. If you wish to assist at the swimming pool, please speak to 

your child’s teacher and ensure our school office has a copy of your WWCC.  

If you would like to help in your child’s classroom, please sign up on the roster outside the 

classrooms. We really appreciate your assistance.     

Level Three  

Literacy Focus: The Level Three students will be developing their independent reading 

skills. They will work on understanding types of words that help them visualise and how 

visualising assists comprehension. The students will be developing their vocabulary and 

understanding of narrative text structure. 

Numeracy Focus: The students will be developing their understanding and application of 

place value up to 10 000. The will work on building their speed and accuracy with quick 

number facts and times table facts. Theme:  The students will be developing their 
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understandings of different emotions, names for emotions, and how they affect our 

behaviours.  

Special Events: Level 3 Swimming 

Level Four  

Literacy Focus:  Level Four students will analyse recount text structures. They will plan, 

draft, revise and publish recounts. They will analyse structures of persuasive texts and 

create persuasive posters. Students will revise connectives, pronouns, nouns, adjectives 

and simple sentence structures. Students will learn about the iPick strategy for selecting 

books and visualisation. 

Numeracy Focus:  Level Four students will develop place value understandings up to  

100 000. They will explore number patterns of odd and even numbers. They will solve 

addition and subtraction problems. 

Theme: Our Theme this term is a Health topic, Healthy Communities.  In the next two 

weeks, Level Four students will explore their identity, their unique qualities and strengths, 

along with goals they would like to achieve. They will explore how ‘failure’ can be 

positive, that ‘failures’ help us to learn and grow. 

Special Events: BTYC Gymnastics  

Swimming Program starts on Monday 25 February. 

Level Five  

Literacy Focus: The Level Five students will be developing their ability to read aloud with 

greater fluency and expression. They will gain a greater understanding of texts by recording 

and describing images they visualise when reading.  The students will be recording facts 

about themselves and their lives as they draft and publish their autobiographies.  

Numeracy Focus: The students will participate in and complete a range of tasks to develop 

their understanding of the place value of numbers up to six digits. They will learn different 

methods that they can employ when solving addition and subtraction problems involving 

larger numbers.  

Theme: The students will gain an understanding of the importance of physical and nutritional 

health. They will learn where they can access health resources in their local community and 

will explore the meaning of identity.    

Special Events:  Swimming Program starts on Monday 25 February 

Level Six  

Literacy Focus:  We will work on correct sentence structure to improve clarity and 

cohesiveness. We will be exploring poetry forms, such as haiku, limericks and free verse 

poetry. We will find out how Auggie settles into school in our class novel Wonder, whilst 

developing our comprehension strategies. 

Numeracy Focus: We are working in our Flexible Maths Groups with our focus being 

Number and Place Value. We will manipulate large numbers up to millions and small 

numbers to three decimal places. We will look at special numbers such as prime numbers, 

factors and multiples, square root and square numbers. 

Theme: We begin our unit on Health, Growth and Self Responsibility. We will explore 

what makes up our identity and understand the influences people and places have in our 

identities. We will practise skills to establish and manage relationships, utilising Circle 

sessions to support our understandings. Special Events: We start training for Interschool 

Sport every Wednesday afternoon. Swimming Program starts on Monday 25 February.  
  

Please refer to information on Compass regarding our Interschool Sport and Swimming 

Events. 
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Last Thursday was our Open Classrooms, Meet the teacher and sausage sizzle afternoon, and boy wasn’t it 

a hot one! It was great to see so many parents take the opportunity to meet their child’s 2019 teacher 

many of whom had a formal appointment. It was also a chance for an informal chat and get together 

around the barbecue. Children enjoyed the surprise visit of Gordon the Gecko from our new before and 

after school provider EXTEND! Thank you to our staff for their efforts on the day and also to our terrific 

community for visiting us here at DPS. Remember, DPS is YOUR school and we want you to be as involved 

as you want. We all have busy lives and many of us are time poor. But please come and join in whenever 

you can, whether that’s five or ten minutes or two hours, let your child’s teacher know you are interested 

as there are lot of opportunities for parental involvement. 
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DROP OFF and PICK UP TIMES 

Please note that children are not expected to be at school until 8.45am. The day finishes 

at 3.30pm therefore any students in the school grounds before 8.30am or after 3.45pm will 

be sent to the before or after school care program where they can be suitably 

supervised. Each day at 3.45pm an announcement will be made calling any students 

who have not been collected to make their way to the office. 

The reason for this is that staff have meetings most days immediately after school and are 

not available to supervise children, and this is the very reason we have before and after 

school care. I thank you I advance for your understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and visit our beautiful veggie garden. The children have been planting, watering 

and occasionally tasting the wonderful veggies produced. The garden is located behind 

the grade 6 classroom rooms 16 & 17. 
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Stars of Level 1 
Maggie 1K – for working very hard and always trying 
to do her best. 
 

Jayden 1Q– For always giving his best effort and 
being very helpful to everybody.  
 

1P- For settling well into Grade 1. Miss Pettinella is 
very proud of you. 
 

Lena 1P- For settling into her new school well. 
 

 

 

Stars of Level 2 
 

Hana 2P - For having a great start to Year 2 and trying 
extremely hard in all class activities. Well done Hana!  
 

Hugo 2C - For outstanding effort and settling 
extremely well in year 2. 
 

Ella 2E- for making a wonderful start to Grade Two 
 

 

 
Stars of Level 3 

 

Preston 3B - For settling so quickly into his new school 
and consistently following instructions and helping his 
new classmates.  
 

Junseo 3B - For settling so well into his new school and 
learning our school values. 
 

Shibing  3D -  For efficiently producing 5 star quality 
work and demonstrating a high level of responsibility 
and friendliness.  

 

Stars of Level 4 
 

Elise 4SM - For being an amazing role model who constantly 
demonstrates the values of honesty and integrity and uses 
her initiative to be a helpful classmate. 
 

Linc 4G – For the proactive and determined way you have 
settled yourself at DPS. You have persevered to produce 5 
star work on all tasks and have followed the class 
expectations beautifully. Well done! 
 

Amy 4G – For the meticulous and careful manner in which 
you approach every set task. You have produced so much 5 
Star Quality Work this week! 
 

Joshua 4P - For having a go, persisting with tasks, listening 
attentively and completing pleasing work. 

Stars of Level 6 
 

Olivia  6J - For making choices to assist her learning and using 
initiative when making decisions.  
 

Anthony 6K - for making such a positive start to grade 6 and 
being proactive in his learning. Way to go!  
 

Anya 6R - For showing creativity, enthusiasm and 
independence when designing and constructing our classroom 
door display. You did an amazing job! 
 

Georgia 6R- For showing creativity, enthusiasm and 
independence when designing and constructing our classroom 
door display. You did an amazing job! 
 

Dora 6W - For being super organised, listening actively and 

putting effort into every task. A really positive start to Grade 6. 

 

 
 

Stars of Level 5 
 
 

Misk 5G _  For a wonderful start to her Grade Five year. 
Well done Misk. Keep aiming high! 
 

 Anastasia 5B - For settling in well to your new school. Well 
done, Anastasia.  
 

 

P.E. Awards 
 

Senior school - Nell 6J 
 

Junior school - Stephanie 1Q 
 

Stars of Prep 
Edwin PQ – For a smooth transition into school. 
Congratulations on a fantastic effort in settling into 
school.   
 

Avalyn PS – For settling into school well and being a 
caring classmate. 
 

Luka PF – For being an outstanding helper in Prep 
F, you are a superstar. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Page 10 
 

 

  



Page 11 
 

 

 



Page 12 
 

 

Michele Timms Came To Visit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are so grateful that a champion Olympic basketball player came to visit Level 5 and 6 

students to tell us about her interesting and fascinating life and long-lasting career. Michele 

Timms let us know about her struggles and achievements and gave us some motivating 

advice to follow our dreams and make them reality.  

 

We heard how Michele became interested in basketball and what she did to achieve her 

dream which was to play basketball for Australia. She was generous enough to bring in her 

famous medals and let us hold real silver and bronze Olympic medals.  

 

It was an honour to have Michele come and talk to us and motivate us to become whatever 

we want and to never give up. 

 

From Zac and Paarth 6F 

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Alex A and Jeevessh who won tickets to the Michele Timms Academy to 

participate in an 8 week basketball program. We look forward to hearing about their 

progress. 
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Hockey Clinic at DPS 

Students participating in P.E. on 

Monday and Wednesday of Week 

2 were lucky enough to be involved 

in a hockey clinic conducted by 

members of the Doncaster Hockey 

Club and Hockey Victoria. One of 

the instructors Anke Oatley, was a 

former student of Doncaster 

Primary and current member of 

Doncaster Hockey Club. A range of 

students in Level 2, 3, 4 and 6 

learnt a range of important hockey 

skills such as dribbling, trapping, 

passing and tackling. It was 

amazing to see how quickly 

students improved and were able 

to control the ball and accurately 

pass to one another.  

Students interested in playing 

hockey are welcome to try out at 

the Doncaster Hockey Club, 

Springvale Road, Donvale. 
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On Friday 8th of February, 58 students 

from Level 3-6 participated in the 

House Swimming trial. Everyone has 

the best time there. The strokes were 

freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke and 

butterfly. My favourite stroke was 

butterfly. Next year I recommend all 

Year’s 3 to Year 6 try out for the House 

Swimming trial. By Ethan Yeung 

When it was 11am we all walked to our 

classrooms to collect our bags and ran 

to the top basketball court. After 

Mr.Spinks checked if we were all here, 

we headed to the bus. After we all got on, we chatted and chatted and chatted until we reached 

Aquarena. We waited for half an hour and started racing. It was lots of fun. After we finished racing 

we headed for the slides, then changed and headed back to school. After the bus ride, we all 

reached for our ribbons and icy-poles. Then we headed back home. By Karen. 

My name is Jessica and I participated in the school swim trials. I would recommend it if you want a 

fun challenge. By Jessica  

My name is Molly, and I went to the House Swimming trials. I recommend doing the trials because 

they are fun, but a little bit of a challenge too. Personally, even when I forgot my lunch, I had A LOT 

of fun. For those who love water, give it a go! For those who love a challenge, who love fun, for 

those who love giving things a go and love, love, love swimming, have a go at the trials. By Molly 

House Results 

1st place – Lawson – 55 points 

2nd place – Philip 47 points 

3rd Place – Monash 38 points 

4th Place – Flinders 18 points 

 

Thank you parents 

There was a lot of encouragement from children and the many parents who attended on the day. 

Events such as these are only successful as a result of parental assistance. Special thanks to 

Anoinette Peluso, Leon Lin, May Na Bee, Vicky Bee and Christina Karaeleftheriadis in particular 

who assisted with student placings in each heat.   

There were many outstanding performances on the day and students will be notified whether they 

have qualified for District Swimming over the next week.   
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 The following clubs will run every Thursday, starting next week 21st February for 
the remainder of Term 1.  

 Sign-up sheets for the clubs will be located outside the classroom of the teacher 
running the club.  

 Please ensure your child is committed to attending the club every Thursday, as 
places are limited. 

 Clubs will start at 3.45pm and conclude promptly at 4.30pm.  
 Parents are to pick up children when the club concludes at 4.30pm.  
 After School Care is available for parents who are unable to pick up children at 

4.30. 
 

CLUB LOCATION 

OF CLUB 

TEACHER SIGN UP SHEET LOCATION 

ART AND CRAFT ROOM 35 MISS ALISHA SPITERI ROOM 35 JUNIOR SCHOOL 

BUILDING 

STEM restricted to 

Grade 1 & Grade 4  

STEM 

ROOM 

MRS CELESTE 

PETINELLA 

ROOM 30 JUNIOR SCHOOL 

BUILDING 

DRAWING ROOM 19 MISS COURTNEY 

LARSEN 

ROOM 19 LEVEL 3 

BUILDING 

PUZZLES ROOM 6 MR TIM CLARKE ROOM 6 LEVEL 5 

HOMEWORK ROOM 22 MISS LISA KANARIS ROOM 22 LEVEL 4 

BUILDING 

AFL restricted to 

Grade 2 and 3  

OVAL  MISS JEANETTE 

PAPANASTASIOU 

ROOM 27 LEVEL 2 

BUILDING 

DANCE / FITNESS ROOM 34 MISS SARAH QUINN ROOM 34 JUNIOR SCHOOL 

BUILDING 
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EAL Letters from Thessaloniki Greece 2019 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of last year, EAL students wrote letters to our sister school in Thessaloniki Greece.  

Doncaster Primary school students were thrilled to receive replies to their letters with small gifts included 

in the envelopes. 

Our students have had the opportunity to establish relationships and connections with other students on 

the other side of the globe, also practising their English writing skills. 

We endeavour to keep this connection ongoing and provide Doncaster Primary School students the 

opportunity to be global citizens making lifelong friendships. This is an invaluable experience. 

Mrs Kathey Coumaros Yr 2/ EAL Teacher DPS 
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Extend Before and After School Care at Doncaster Primary 

School 

Have you heard the good news? 
 
Extend is delighted to deliver a Before and After School Care service to commence 
Term 1, 2019 (subject to government licensing and approval).   
 
We are thrilled to begin this new partnership with the school communities and look forward 
to delivering a quality service to the families. 
 
 

 
Operating hours and fees:  
Commencing Term 1, 2019.  
 
Before School Care: 7.00am – 8.45am  
Session Fee $22.50* 

 
After School Care: 3.30pm – 6.30pm 
Session Fee $29.90* 
 
Out-of-pocket expense is lower with Child Care Subsidy  
 
 

How and when to enrol: 
 
To gain access to any Extend service families must enrol prior to using the service. 
 
Enrolments and bookings for 2019 can be made via our booking system https://www.lookedafter.com 

 
 
Fee Relief  
 
Government Child Care Subsidy is applicable.  
For full details and further information visit  
https://www.education.gov.au/ChildCarePackage or call 13 61 50  

 
 
 

QUESTIONS? 

 
Check out the FAQs on our website which contains useful information for new parents. 
 

Bookings: extend.com.au   
 

 

  

https://www.lookedafter.com/
https://www.education.gov.au/ChildCarePackage
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