DONCASTER PRIMARY NEWSLETTER

Dates to Remember
Term Dates
Term 1: 29th January – 5th April
Term 2: 23rd April – 28th June
Term 3: 15th July – 20th September
Term 4: 7th October – 20th December
Curriculum Days
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Term 1 – Tuesday 29th January
Term 2 – Wednesday 26th June
Term 3 – Monday 2nd September
Term 4 – Friday 13th December
*Please check Compass regularly for
Events and Payments

From the Principal’s Desk ......

Welcome to another new school year. Over the break our staff have been working hard preparing
classrooms, moving furniture and organising the curriculum in anticipation of their new classes. One day
last week when I came into school I couldn’t get a carpark, there were so many teachers here! I would like
to thank them for their efforts to ensure a smooth start the year.
Over the break we also had some renovations done. The boys toilets were upgraded, a wall was built
between two portable classrooms, the Grade 4 building was painted on the inside, the possum man was
here trying to block all entry points, we had the new entrance completed, and I spent many hours watering
our veggie garden and new plants. Our students have planted many many trees, shrubs and veggies last
year and I didn’t want them to shrivel up in the heat, so I am pleased to say they have all survived (touch
wood).
Our Grade 1 -6 students have all settled into their new classrooms very well. As Preps don’t attend school
on Wednesdays throughout February the first day was a little quiet but we have enjoyed seeing our new
Preps for their first day of school today, Thursday January 31st. Their classrooms are all ready and teachers
have been preparing for their arrival!
Please note that there will be a newsletter and assembly every second week. This week we have a
newsletter and in week two is our first whole school assembly.
I encourage all parents and families to check Compass daily as this is our main form of communication.
Please also note that the carpark opposite the school in Council Street is no longer available to DPS. It may
be a good idea to park a few blocks from school and walk the short distance to the classroom.
Alternatively, if you choose to drop and go, please do so with great care as we don’t want any accidents.
Jim Hill
Principal
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Teaching Staff for 2019
Prep – Cinzia Fava, Sarah Quinn, Alisha Spiteri
Grade 1 – David Kay, Celeste Long, Marika Quinonero
Grade 2 – Carly Epskamp, Jeanette Papanastasiou, Kathey Coumaros
Grade 3 – Julia Bay, David Barclay, Courtney Larsen
Grade 4 – Lachlan Poulton, Priscilla Gale, Kelly Soccio/Diane Meilak
Grade 5 – Brent Granger, Lisa Kanaris, Lisa Baker, Tim Clarke

Grade 6 – Dimitra Ferizis, Rebecca Koole, Vanessa Keen, Stephanie Waters, Andrew Johnson
Physical Education – Martin Spinks
LOTE – (Chinese) Annie Fan
Art/Music - Jayne Hill / Athena Warren
Literacy Support – Melissa Gee
Extension – Sally Newton
Cultural Studies – Sally Newton
EAL (English as an Additional Language) George Longinidis
Library Technician – Wendy McGeary
Classroom Support – Joan Tan-Lawson, Wendy Fairley, Donna Walker

Principal – Jim Hill
Assistant Principals - Sandra Bishop, Larissa Vesdrevanis
Business Manager - Lisa Reuss
Officer Manager – Rebecca Rolfe
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2019 Captains
Electing Captains each year is a difficult task because there are always some disappointed
students. DPS has great kids, which makes this task so much more difficult. Once again
there were applications, meetings, discussions, debates and much to consider in terms of
gender balance. Questions like merit were raised, do we select only on merit or do we have
equal numbers of boys and girls, all interesting and worthwhile considerations. Following
the selection process, I am pleased to announce that our Captains for 2019 are as follows;

Oliver B, Zoe D, Paarth P, Olivia K, Enzo W and Kelly S.

DROP OFF and PICK UP TIMES
Please note that children are not expected to be at school until 8.45am. The day finishes
at 3.30pm therefore any students in the school grounds before 8.30am or after 3.45pm will
be sent to the before or after school care program where they can be suitably
supervised. Each day at 3.45pm an announcement will be made calling any students
who have not been collected to make their way to the office.
The reason for this is that staff have meetings most days immediately after school and are
not available to supervise children, and this is the very reason we have before and after
school care. I thank you I advance for your understanding.
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OPEN CLASSROOM & MEET THE TEACHER
Thursday 7th February from 2:30 - 3:30pm we will have open classrooms where you can go
into your child's classroom and see your child learning, watch them interact with others,
say "Hi" to the teacher and enjoy our beautiful school. From 3:30 - 5:30 there are limited
places available for you to book 10 minutes with your child's classroom teacher to chat
about your child and to get to know the teacher. From 5:30 - 7:00 pm we will have a
sausage sizzle and all teachers will be available for you to chat to informally. If you want
to book 10 minutes with the teacher details of how to do this were posted on
a Compass newsfeed. If you wish to book a time and all are already booked
just ask the class teacher for another suitable time. Looking forward to seeing
you all and sharing a sausage and drink. You do not need to book for the
BBQ, Just turn up and enjoy the evening.

CANTEEN
Dear Parents,
Lunch order service will commence on Friday 8th February.
The school canteen is an online service, provided by Miss
Peppercorn, which operates Monday, Wednesday and Friday. You will find more information and
canteen menu on Compass (Community tab under School documentation & website link on
favourite tab) Canteen 2018.
Lunches can be collected at lunchtime by the classroom ‘Lunch Monitors’ (Monitors are chosen by
the class teacher and all children are given the chance to be one!)
During lunchtimes, our Level 6 Canteen leaders operate & open the canteen for over the counter
sales for children to buy icy poles.
Parents are requested to ensure children do not bring more than $2.00 spending money on any
given day.

Compost Containers Required
This year we would like to continue our composting program around the school by collecting our
fruit and vegetable scraps to contribute to our school's compost bins.
To start the New Year we are planning on giving each classroom a new ice-cream container.
If you have any clean, empty containers with a lid please bring them into Mr.Spinks (in the Phys.
Ed. office in the Junior School building) or your child's classroom teacher.
While we are trying to minimise waste within our school some fruit and vegetable leftovers are
beneficial to the garden and reduce landfill.
Thanks
Martin Spinks
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Extend Before and After School Care at Doncaster Primary
School
Have you heard the good news?
Extend is delighted to deliver a Before and After School Care service to commence
Term 1, 2019 (subject to government licensing and approval).
We are thrilled to begin this new partnership with the school communities and look forward
to delivering a quality service to the families.

Operating hours and fees:
Commencing Term 1, 2019.
Before School Care: 7.00am – 8.45am
Session Fee $22.50*
After School Care: 3.30pm – 6.30pm
Session Fee $29.90*
Out-of-pocket expense is lower with Child Care Subsidy

How and when to enrol:
To gain access to any Extend service families must enrol prior to using the service.
Enrolments and bookings for 2019 can be made via our booking system https://www.lookedafter.com

Fee Relief
Government Child Care Subsidy is applicable.
For full details and further information visit
https://www.education.gov.au/ChildCarePackage or call 13 61 50

QUESTIONS?
Check out the FAQs on our website which contains useful information for new parents.

Bookings: extend.com.au
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