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ENROLMENTS 2021 – Our list of new Preps for 2021 is growing. If you have a child enrolling for 2021 

please let us know as soon as possible. We have already started providing information for our new 

students and their families to ensure a smooth transition into the new school year. Regarding enrolments, 

we have had conversations with prospective parents who have been encouraged to hold their child back at 

Kinder. Like any new year there are students who are more ready for school than others. There is nothing 

new in our approach as we will always cater for the needs of all students. Some may require a play based 

start to school while others may be ready to leap straight into reading and writing. We are prepared for 

both levels of preparedness and invite parents to call us to discuss your child’s needs. 

 

From the Principal’s Desk….. 
 

I hope this finds you fit and well. As I wrote in a Compass newsfeed on Monday, the Victorian Government 

has released the following decisions about school operations. 

From 5th – 9th October (first week of Term 4) remote and flexible learning will continue for all students, 

except in specialist schools in rural and regional Victoria. 

From 12 October Prep to Grade 2 return to full-time on-site schooling. Grades 3-6 will return at a later date. 
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I will share this information as soon as it comes to hand. 

4: OCTOBER 5th–9th 
Remote learning continues to go well. Health and wellbeing have become a greater focus. For this reason we 

recently extended the Art and PE programs to one full hour per class, with the intention being to allocate 

time in every Art and PE class to general informal chats. The focus of the chats are from the You Can Do It 

program so teachers will lead discussions about the YCDI Keys – Resilience, Persistence, Getting Along, 

Confidence and Organisation. Clubs have also been well received. 

 

Congratulations on your work so far in supporting your children and dealing with the online tasks and 

WebEx meetings etc. I think we have all learned a lot about technology and how to interact remotely. That is 

one positive at this time, our skills have improved. 

Congratulations also to our students for their hard work. Please have a look at the amazing work students 

have completed later in this newsletter. 

And, don’t forget to watch out for the Virtual Art Exhibition Ms. Lui is organising! 

 

I encourage all families to check Compass daily where they will find all sorts of information. They will keep 

up to date with activities, news and events on Compass. There have also been posts inviting parents to join 

WebEx’s designed to support you in understanding the best way to survive and thrive in remote learning. 

 

Another way of getting information of coming events or activities is on Facebook. DPS has a Facebook page 

which we are using to promote the school through. If you haven’t logged onto our website for a while please 

have a look and you can view our virtual Tour and Remote Learning videos which are excellent. You can 

also see the Today Show feature story they did on our students who wrote to community organisations. 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Our school photo day was to be during Week 2, it was then changed to Term 3. However, due to the Covid-

19 steps recently implemented, we have had to postpone this date until Friday November 6th. More details 

closer to that time. 

 

PROSPECTIVE PARENT INFORMATION WEBINAR 

On Thursday night this week at 7.30pm we invite all parents, particularly those looking to enrol in 2021 to 

an information webinar. We have a number of staff speaking about different aspects of DPS and the 

transition into school for new Prep students. There will be opportunities to learn more about DPS but also to 

ask questions. 

 

Prospective Parents Webinar Thursday 10th September 

                          https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/onstage/g.php?MTID=e05c4c34ba61215a5a251c26ca01f4c80 

 

Regards 

 

Jim Hill 

 Principal 

 

https://www.doncasterpsviced.sponsored2.com/articles/64
https://www.doncasterpsviced.sponsored2.com/articles/64
https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/onstage/g.php?MTID=e05c4c34ba61215a5a251c26ca01f4c80
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School Council Meeting Report 

 

Hello DPS, I hope everyone is keeping well during this challenging time. On the 1st of September, 

the school council met via our new platform WebEx. During the meeting we wanted to say a Big 

Thank You to all of the Doncaster community for their ongoing support in participation  in remote 

learning and getting involved in all the exciting activities that are being put together to help keep the 

engagement and community spirit strong. As a parent, and councillor, I am personally extremely 

proud and gratefully to be part of the DPS community. 

 

We are happy to announce that DPS council has renewed its contract with PWS uniforms for 

another 2 year period. There are so many improvements that have happened at the school during this 

remote learning phase. These include the upgrade f concrete pathways, the Memorial garden, the 

oval has been resewn around the football goals, garden beds have been upgraded, a new pathway to 

the oval from the Council Street entrance is completed. There has also been a lot of weeding, 

pruning and general upkeep. I’m sure children will also be looking forward to enjoying the new half 

basketball court and volleyball court that have been resurfaced with astro turf. Council also recently 

approved the upgrade of the staffroom which was well overdue. We are all so excited at the 

prospect of seeing all those happy kids enjoying their school again very soon. 

 

Council discussed a number of quotes we have received including one for paving and repairs to the 

wellbeing pathway. Some tripping hazards around the school were approved by council and have 

been completed. We discussed the curriculum and am pleased to say that even with this current 

remote learning we seem to be tracking very well, in Mrs. Vesdrevanis’s report she mentioned that 

some students are actually thriving in remote learning. 

 

Thank you for all the teachers at DPS and their outstanding dedication to all our children. There is 

some exciting things to come so stay tuned. One thing to look out for is our time capsule. Watch out 

for details on Compass. 

 

Stay Safe, 

 

School Councillor 

 

Krystle Day   
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My Teacher… 

Last week the Preps explored the digraphs ea, ch and er through their word of 

the week ‘teacher’.  They had to make their teacher out of materials at home 

and describe her using the sentence starter My teacher….  Even after 20 years 

of teaching I am still blown away at how much Preps learn in such a short 

amount of time – even whilst learning remotely.  Listening to their sentences 

and seeing their work was heart-warming.  I am one very proud ‘chuna’ (tuna) 

loving teacher! 

Cinzia Fava 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Mietta 

Avalyn 

Emily 

Adib 

Fletcher 

Luca 
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We Celebrated 100 Days Of School Remotely 

 
Our fabulous Preps celebrated 100 Days of School on Thursday 10th September.  These 

wonderful students have been superstars adapting to school life both at school and during 

remote learning.  They spent their special day involved in different ‘100’ activities.  We had a 

100 breakfast on Webex, made 100 days smarter headbands, a 100 necklace as well as 

collecting 100 objects.  Although we didn’t get to celebrate the entire day together we 

enjoyed receiving photos of the wonderful festivities that occurred at home.  

PREPS of 2020 we a super dooper proud of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Prep Q Stars 
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ART 
REMOTE LEARNING 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

Our Grade 5 and 6 students have been making some amazing “Neurographic Art”. It is used as an 

art therapy technique that helps people make connections of their own emotions. This type of art 

technique is created by a psychologist and architecture called Pavel Piscarev in 2014. The aim of 

this artwork is to transform their challenges, fear or discomfort into something more calming and 

peaceful. As you can see the lines and colours they are using are very expressive. Keep up with the 

fantastic effort!! 

Christine Lui 
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28th August 2020 

PF Luca You have shown great persistence throughout remote learning.  You 

continue to work hard and kick goals!! 

PF Edric You are always bright, bubbly and enthusiastic.  Thank you for 

contributions during Webex sessions. 

PQ Sebastian Congratulations Sebastian for making a magnificent cubby out of 

boxes and for writing fantastic letters at your new desk! Your photos 

were fantastic! Keep up the outstanding work. 

PQ Madi Congratulations for being so engaged during our morning Webex 

meetings. I am so impressed with how you are having a go at writing 

during Webex! You’re a super star!!! 

PS Amal  For always having a go at completing work on your own and being 

ready to learn new things each day. You are a star! 

PS Lucas  For always presenting to the class respectfully and with confidence. I 

am so proud of your progress with public speaking. Well done! 

1A Ashe For your enthusiasm and contribution during class discussions and 

reading sessions. Fantastic job Ashe!   

1A Alisha For working hard at completing learning tasks each week and your 

consistent participation in class discussions. Incredible work Alisha!   

1G Kiamehr  
For great effort and improvement with his reading. Well done 

Kiamehr. Keep aiming high! 

1G Cindy  For writing a creative and interesting short narrative. Well done Cindy. 

Keep up the great work! 

1Q Grace For challenging herself to make text to text, text to self and text to 

world connections. Excellent work! 

1Q Ivy For working hard to improve her reading. Well done! 

2C David For always attending our webex meetings and submitting his work 

promptly! Well done Davin 

Doncaster Primary 
Remote Learning Stars 
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2C Suzy For always bringing a big happy smile to all our meetings and sharing 

her beautiful work with our class. Bravo Suzy! 

2E David For listening with enthusiasm to his peers throughout WebEx 

sessions.    

2E Elijah  For always attending WebEx sessions and making the most of all 

learning opportunities. 

2P Cohen For his excellent effort with our Book Week activities! Well done 

Cohen!  

2P Luchen For consistently logging on to WebEx every day for our class 

meetings. Well done Luchen! 

3B Jaanvi For being polite, courteous and kind and willing to contribute her 

ideas and understandings with the class. Jaanvi always joins our 

virtual classroom with a smile on her face! 

3B Yireh For showing great development in his confidence and willingness to 

share his thoughts during our Reading Group. It has been so nice to 

hear Yireh’s understandings about the books we are reading. 

3G Howard  For your excellent efforts during Remote Learning. Your efforts in 

maths, where you are consistently challenging yourself to complete 

the extension activities, your contributions during Reading Groups, 

and your top notch Reading Log entries have not gone unnoticed. 

Well done Howard! 

3L Trish For going to such a great effort to dress up for Book Week. You were 

so enthusiastic and we absolutely loved your Sushi dress up. Well 

done Trish. 

3W Milica  For being self-motivated and industrious, she does her absolute best 

at all times. You’re a star Milica! 

4C Lilyanna Has demonstrated an ever-increasing online confidence and 

participation. She has worked hard to increase her independence in 

her home learning tasks – I am very proud of Lilyanna’s effort this 

term!   

4C Isabella J Has adjusted very well to online learning and is now confident sharing 

her ideas in the online environment. She always submits outstanding 

work and should be commended for her efforts. Well done! 

4P Preston For finding fractional amounts of a group.  I look forward to seeing 

more great work uploaded to Compass.  
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4P Oshada For finding fractional amounts of a group. All your answers are 

correct, you should be very proud of your efforts! 

4SM Adaliah For being a star student during her Guided reading group session this 

week. You made some fantastic text to text connections about the 

book, 'Little Bad Red Riding Hood'. 

4SM Altiyan For his brilliant listening skills during whole class WebEx sessions. 

Thank you for always participating during group discussions and 

sharing your Book Week tasks. 

5K Anthony For his excellent work in guided reading. Anthony has improved his 

reading fluency and contributes positively to discussions.  

5K Daniel For his consistently high standard work. Daniel has been highly 

organised with his tasks and always does his best. 

5O Xenya For always hand in her learning tasks on time. 

5O Ricky For his hard work on Mathletics and Manga High 

5P Sienna Good Job Sienna for celebrating Book Week online and taking a 

great Science Selfie for Science Week. 

5P James Well Done James on joining in our Webex sessions online. 

6F Maria It has been lovely to see Maria on our WebEx meetings this week. 

She made some excellent contributions in our Guided Reading 

session and has had some fun with our Kahoot quizzes. 

6F Annabelle  Annabelle continues to shine in Remote Learning 2.0. Her learning 

tasks are outstanding and her innate desire to learn and do her very 

best is evident in everything she does. Keep up the great work and 

effort Annabelle!! 

6J Lachlan For contributing excellent ideas and answers in his reading group. 

6J Arad For asking questions when unsure, completing unfinished learning 

tasks and answering questions in reading groups. 

6W Seb For your motivation and efforts to complete all learning tasks to the 

best of your abilities. 

6W Mitchel For your engaging, well written and enthusiastically presented 

speech. 
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P.E Ojas For his contributions to our discussion on how to use a 

catastrophe scale and resilience. Great effort Ojas! 

P.E John For always contributing to P.E. with a smile on his face. 

His drawing of a strategy he uses to help him be resilient 

was excellent. Fantastic work John! 

P.E Sophie For always being prepared to challenge herself in P.E. 

and contributing thoughtfully to our discussion on 

Resilience this week. What a star! 

ART Jamie, PF Jamie always tries his best and takes great pride in the 
presentation of his artwork. Keep up your fantastic effort! 

ART Lucas, 3L For his beautiful creative flair that shines through in his 
bright and colourful drawings. Well done! 

ART Helen, 5K For her focus and interest to achieve her best. Helen 
uses her artistic flair to complete colourful work. 

Literacy 

 

Manuella  For her insightful contributions to discussions and 

wonderful connections she makes to the book.  

Literacy 

 

Zengqi For increasing his participation in his reading group and 

for sharing a connection to the book. 

SPECIALIST  

REMOTE LEARNING STARS 
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4th September 2020 

PF Jamie You are always happy and positive with a smile on your face.  Thank 

you for your kindness. 

PF Aleeza What a wonderful effort you made for book week.  You were a 

gorgeous princess. 

PQ Raaef Congratulations Raaef for putting so much effort into your recount 

about your birthday this week. I am extremely impressed with your 

spaces between your words. Outstanding effort. Keep up the great 

work! 

PS Casey We have loved seeing you on Webex and sharing your ideas. Well 

done! 

PS Radin You are always willing to contribute to class discussions and share 

your work. Keep it up! 

1A Neli For always being an active participant in class discussions and the 

wonderful letters to the class VIP’s. Great work Neli! 

1G Chloe 
For actively participating in Guided Reading sessions and contributing 

to class discussions. Well done Chloe! 

1Q Sophia Sophia – For working hard to learn her common words. Fantastic 

work! 

1Q Daniel For improving his monitoring skills while he is reading. Well done! 

2C Mohamad For attending all webex classes and keeping up to date with his work. 

Well done Mohamad! 

2C Aaron For attending guided reading this week and joining our class webex 

sessions. Keep it up Aaron! 

2E Samar Samar - for completing exemplary work in Remote Learning. 

2E Ashley For reading hundreds of books in remote learning, lots from EPIC 

books! 

2P Zoey For consistently logging onto our WebEx sessions every day and 

asking questions to help her learning. Well done Zoey!  

Doncaster Primary 
Remote Learning Stars 
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2P Archit For always completing his learning tasks to a high standard. Well 

done Archit! 

3B Adrina For her dedication and independence during Remote Learning 2.0. 

Adrina always tries her hardest with every learning opportunity and 

has completed all set tasks to a very high standard. 

3B JIn For her insightful and interesting sharing during our guided reading 

sessions. Jin always brings her unique perspective and applies it to 

the texts we are reading. 

3G Shahmir Congratulations on your dedication to your learning, Shahmir. You 

can be proud that you are challenging yourself to complete all 

Remote Learning tasks to the best of your ability. I am consistently 

impressed with the effort you are putting into your pieces. Well done! 

3G Adele For the fantastic motivation you showed in recent weeks during 

Remote Learning. You have completed work with motivation, care 

and effort across all activities. Well done Adele!! 

3W Seth For being a kind and generous class member, who always does 

everything with a smile on his face! Well done Seth. 

3W Stephanie For your wonderful efforts in both literacy and numeracy. You are a 

star Stephanie! 

4C Amy Amy has worked very well this term. She has attended all WebEx 

sessions and her confidence has improved when presenting to the 

class. Amy has also submitted all her learning tasks to a very good 

standard – well done!  

4C Ophelia Welcome to Doncaster Primary this term, Ophelia! You have 

accepted home/online learning and demonstrated an ever-increasing 

online confidence and participation. Well done, you should be very 

proud of your efforts! 

4C Emily Emily has adjusted very well to online learning and is now confident 

sharing her ideas in the online environment. She is always polite and 

respectful to her peers and teacher when engaging in ‘chats’ and 

when contributing her ideas. I am super proud of her all efforts – well 

done Emily! 

4P Calvin For actively participating during guided reading and for using variation 

when expressing character’s voices.  

4P Arshia For attempting to decode unknown words and for using punctuation 

when reading. 
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4SM Connor For the amazing effort and independence he has shown in being a 

remote learner, building a whole new repertoire of IT skills. You 

should be really proud of all of your hard work Connor. Well done! 

4SM Michael For the excellent effort he has been putting into his learning tasks and 

input during whole class Webex meetings. We love hearing your 

insightful ideas. Keep up the great work! 

5K Ian For his positive attitude to home learning. Ian has worked well in 

reading groups and always does his best. 

5K Helen For her persistence in completing all learning task and her positive 

attitude. 

5O Josephine For her great inferring and predicting in guided reading. 

5O Andralyn For working hard on her learning tasks and getting them all in. 

5P Joel For excllent work on your cooking task that you did at home for 

Science Week and outstanding skills listening skills during Book 

Week. 

5P Shayna Super work on completing tasks online and listening well in Webex 

sessions. 

6F Destina Well done Destina on working through your Launchpad story to make 

the storyline coherent. We can't wait to see your story published in 

our book.  

6F Vrishan Your effort and enthusiasm during Remote Learning are evident 

everyday in our online sessions and the learning tasks submitted. 

Keep up the great work Vrishan. 

6J Ethan For being organised and submitting learning tasks of a high standard. 

6J Hugh For striving for his personal best and joining our grade for all WebEx 

sessions. 

6J Jake For submitting learning tasks before the due date and asking 

questions when unsure. 

6J Anastasia For being a problem solver, contributing ideas to her reading group 

and being organised with WebEx meetings 

6W Sienna For your efforts in delivering high quality work, no matter the task. 

6W Sophie For your suspenseful and well written narrative, that was both 

captivating, and meticulously written. 
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P.E Payoja, 6J For her outstanding attendance for all P.E. sessions and 

for always giving 100% effort. What a star!! 

P.E Shahmir, 3G For his great understanding about the benefits of 

exercise on the body and mind! Great work Shahmir! 

P.E Fletcher, PF For his positive attitude and enthusiasm for all P.E. 

sessions. Keep it up Fletcher! 

ART Anthony, 5K For always trying his best and taking great pride with the 

presentation of his artwork. Keep up the great effort! 

ART Tanem, 3G For being a motivated and independent student with a 

great love of learning. Well done Tanem! 

ART Dinuo, 1A For being a quiet achiever and for producing consistent 

high level work. Well done! 

Literacy 

 

Alisha, 1A  For thinking hard and sharing some connections to the 

books we read. Well done.  

Literacy 

 

Cassie, 2E For organising her time well and completing her work 

tasks this past fortnight. 

SPECIALIST  

REMOTE LEARNING STARS 
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Please ensure your child is enrolled to be able to participate in our School Starters Transition 

Program and we also invite you to attend the Starting School @ DPS Information Evening. 

 

Due to COVID-19 we are unable to give you details of the transition program at this stage.  We 

assure you that we will provide a smooth transition to school for your child and will contact you as 

soon as plans are finalised. 

 

Tentatively your child will attend Doncaster Primary for School Starters on-  

 

 

We will facilitate our parent information evening on Monday 7th December at 6pm.  This will be 

either conducted via Webex or on school grounds depending on restrictions.   

 

We would love to meet your children and begin to build relationships with them through online story 

time sessions via Webex.  This will provide an opportunity for our 2021 Preps to listen to a story with 

their peers and see different parts of our wonderful school. 

To join these sessions please contact the office for the link & meeting number. 

 You will need to use WEBEX to log in to these meetings. 

 

Wednesday 14th October @ 2.30pm 

Wednesday 28th October @ 2.30pm 

Wednesday 11thNovember @ 2.30pm 

 

We thank you for your understanding and patience during this time.  We are here to answer 

your questions and to support you in any way.  Please contact the school office if you require 

any assistance. 

 
Yours sincerely 

Cinzia Fava 
Prep Team Leader 
 

Friday 20th November – 9.15-10.45am  

Friday 27th November – 9.15-10.45am 

Friday 4th December -9.15-10.45am  

Tuesday 8th December – 9.15-10.15am with an opportunity to meet the teacher at 10.15am 
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is open and Doncaster Primary School is excited to be 
participating. Well done to those students who have already completed the challenge at DPS! 
 
A new application is being used this year that offers a range of exciting features including: 
 

 access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 

 a modern user-friendly interface 

 rewarding  students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 

 the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book 
review 

 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of 
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set 
number of books by September 2020. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
Premier and former Premiers. 
 
To login and add books, Go to the following website and follow the instructions below. 
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home 

Click in the top right hand corner on School/Student. 

 
Enter your Edupass login details provided by the school. 

  
Please contact your child’s class teacher if you have any questions about this or difficulty logging on.  

Happy reading!!  

https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home

