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From the Principal’s Desk….. 
 
Important dates and Update information 
 

   •Term 3 ends Friday September 18th 
•Term 4 resumes Monday October 5th 2020 for remote learning Prep-Grade 6 
•Monday October 12th Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students return to onsite learning 
•Students arrive from 8.45am for a 9am start 
•No parents to enter the school grounds without prior arrangements 
•ES staff will greet children at the school gates, teachers will be in the classroom ready to greet the children 
•Students will be dismissed in the House groups as follows; 
 
Monash 3pm 
Lawson 3.05pm 
Phillip 3.10pm 
Flinders 3.15pm 
 

 
•Monday October 12th – remote learning will continue for Grade 3-6 
•The existing remote learning program for Grades Prep/1/2 will not continue from Monday October 12th. 
•All students from Grade 3-10 in metropolitan Melbourne will continue with remote learning until further 
notice. A date for the return of these levels to on-site learning will be subject to further health advice. 
•All students are expected to attend onsite learning once their year level has returned to on-site learning. 

 
 

As this is the last week of the Term, I would like to start the newsletter with a message of thanks and gratitude 
to our community. It has been an interesting term with some challenges, but once again, DPS has faced COVID 
restrictions with a positive attitude. With the wonderful team of staff here at Doncaster Primary School, and 
the support of our community, we have weathered the storm. As I said in our wellbeing video recently, storms 
never last forever, so fingers crossed there is a light at the end of the tunnel.  
I wish our families a wonderful break from schooling and the challenges that learning from home has placed on 
families. Reflecting on remote learning, WebEx conferencing and the weekly whole school online assemblies - 
students, parents and teachers have really achieved a lot! We look forward to Week 2 of next Term where we 
can commence “regular” schooling for our Prep/1/2 students, which provides a sense of normality for them. I 
am hopeful that it won’t be too long before we have the entire school back onsite.  
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I would also like to send a huge thank you to the families who have sent flowers, cakes, coffees and words of 
encouragement and appreciation. Your kindness has been appreciated more than you will ever know. 
 
While we have information regarding the return to school for our P/1/2 students, I am still awaiting further 
direction from the Department of Education regarding the specific details around Term 4 operations. I will 
share this information and updates as soon as possible to ensure our community is fully aware of the 
information. I have to say, often I find out through the media. I am not sure when details will be forthcoming, it 
may be in the school holidays, so please check Compass regularly. I will continue to be onsite daily throughout 
the holidays, so information will be shared as soon as I receive confirmation of the details. 
  
Term 3 will finish next Friday 18th September. Children onsite will finish at 2.30pm, whilst remote learners will 
finish their day at 12.30pm.   
 
Last week we acknowledged ‘R U Okay Day’ and it was great to see the Junior School Council getting involved 
by promoting the Wear Yellow Day for RUOK. It has been increasingly important to look after our mental health 
and wellbeing as well as staying safe online during this time. I thank everyone for the hard work and support 
you continue to show your children whilst working remotely. I have noticed that children are getting tired and 
on some days, their enthusiasm hasn’t been what it was at the start of term and some find it difficult to engage, 
(we find this towards the end of a normal term in a normal school year, let alone in our current situation). 
Having said that, I am sure parents and carers are also a little bit over the constant expectation of ensuring 
children are logging on and completing tasks, it is difficult. Please remember to take a ‘mental health break’ as 
needed as a family. 
 
As we resume onsite learning the following priorities for students and staff will be at the core of our work next 
Term.  
 

Priority 1 – Wellbeing and Equity  
 

The wellbeing, and particularly the mental health, of every student and member of staff is the highest priority. 
We aim to sustain motivation for learning, re-engaging students and families where needed, and supporting the 
social and emotional learning of children and young people, alongside curriculum-based learning.  
 
Priority 2 – Learning and Excellence  
 

Some students have progressed very well in their learning while remote learning, others have maintained their 
rate of progress, and some have, despite their best efforts and those of their families and teachers, not 
progressed in their learning as much as we would have hoped. We will continue to strive to meet all students at 
their point of need – both to support those who have not progressed in their learning to catch-up, and those 
who have progressed to continue to extend and stretch their learning. Literacy and Numeracy across the 
curriculum remain a focus, with our school also adapting our teaching and learning program in Term 4 to be 
responsive to student needs.  
 
Priority 3 – Transitions  
 

Term 4 is a critical period, particularly for the children moving from pre-school into Prep, and from Grade 6 into 
Year 7. A key focus of Term 4 will be to ensure each transition occur as successfully as possible. For DPS, this 
includes exploring appropriate ways to conduct orientations and end-of-year celebrations. More information 
will be provided this next Term. 
 
Our school photo day has been confirmed as Friday November 6th. Forms will be sent home in the first weeks 
of Term 4. 
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The Department of Education and Training has funded a 10-episode podcast series through the Raising Children 
Network called ‘Raising Learners’. It features parenting experts from organisations including the Murdoch 
Children’s Research Institute, Career Education Association Victoria, as well as the Australian eSafety 
Commissioner, Julie Inman-Grant.  
Raising Learners provides parents with practical advice, tips and ideas for supporting children’s health, 
wellbeing and engagement at school and at home. Topics include how to connect with your child’s school and 
community, how to best support your child’s learning, what to expect for VCE and VCAL students and how to 
keep your child safe online.  
These topics were drawn from common questions that parents raised with the Department’s coronavirus 
(COVID-19) hotline and Parentline.  
The first three episodes will be available on 1 September, and the rest throughout Terms 3 and 4. Raising 
Learners can be accessed via podcast apps and Raising Children Network website.  
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/podcasts-and-webinars/podcasts 
 
Term 4 means no hat no play….. yes, the weather is warming up, so when 
children return to school, they will need their broad brimmed hats! Well, that 
felt good to write about the hats……it helped me imagine the school full of 
happy kids playing in the bright sunshine……..   
 
As you can see from the above we are still working our way through the COVID 
pandemic the best we can. I have provided information that I can confirm at 
this stage. However, things, as you know, can change rapidly. Please ensure  
you continue to log onto Compass as this is the best way to keep informed. 
 
I hope you all enjoy a nice break from online learning, WebEx lessons, meetings and learning tasks. I know our 
staff will take a very well earned break from WebEx. I would like to acknowledge their work as many have 
worked day and night as they planned and prepared activities and events. Our mantra throughout has been 
CARE, SUPERVISION and CONNECTION. I am pleased and thankful them for their commitment to the 
challenges, and believe that their work has had a positive impact on the learning of our students. Please 
remember to take time to do the things you enjoy with your family, take care of each other and we look 
forward to seeing students back onsite in Term 4. 
 
Take care, 
 
Jim Hill 
Principal 

 
If you have time over the Holidays, have a look at the DPS Virtual Bookshelf. So many great books to view. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17EB2nysvv7MChPs8s1nUjdiue9L9nl8hZS8PF_19BsI/edit#slide=id.g976450142f_6_0 

 

 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17EB2nysvv7MChPs8s1nUjdiue9L9nl8hZS8PF_19BsI/edit#slide=id.g976450142f_6_0
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ENROLMENTS 2021 – Our list of new Preps for 2021 is growing. If you have a child enrolling for 
2021 please let us know as soon as possible. We have already started providing information for 
our new students and their families to ensure a smooth transition into the new school year. 
Regarding enrolments, we have had conversations with prospective parents who have been 
encouraged to hold their child back at Kinder. Like any new year there are students who are more 
ready for school than others. There is nothing new in our approach as we will always cater for the 
needs of all students. Some may require a play based start to school while others may be ready to 
leap straight into reading and writing. We are prepared for both levels of preparedness and invite 
parents to call us to discuss your child’s needs. 
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Please ensure your child is enrolled to be able to participate in our School Starters Transition Program 

and we also invite you to attend the Starting School @ DPS Information Evening. 

 

Due to COVID-19 we are unable to give you details of the transition program at this stage.  We assure 

you that we will provide a smooth transition to school for your child and will contact you as soon as plans 

are finalised. 

 

Tentatively your child will attend Doncaster Primary for School Starters on-  

 
 

We will facilitate our parent information evening on Monday 7th December at 6pm.  This will be either 

conducted via Webex or on school grounds depending on restrictions.   

 

We would love to meet your children and begin to build relationships with them through online story time 

sessions via Webex.  This will provide an opportunity for our 2021 Preps to listen to a story with their 

peers and see different parts of our wonderful school. 

To join these sessions please use the following link & meeting number. 
 

Meeting number: 165 038 1597     Password: dpsstorytime 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m1dfb769c321f88dcf9f2eeab9050425a 

 

 You will need to use WEBEX to log in to these meetings. 

 

Wednesday 14th October @ 2.30pm 

Wednesday 28th October @ 2.30pm 

Wednesday 11thNovember @ 2.30pm 
 

We thank you for your understanding and patience during this time.  We are here to answer 

your questions and to support you in any way.  Please contact the school office if you require 

any assistance. 

 
Yours sincerely 

Cinzia Fava 
Prep Team Leader 

Friday 20th November – 9.15-10.45am  

Friday 27th November – 9.15-10.45am 

Friday 4th December -9.15-10.45am  

Tuesday 8th December – 9.15-10.15am with an opportunity to meet the teacher at 10.15am 

 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m1dfb769c321f88dcf9f2eeab9050425a
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Looking after your mental health during the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. 

Tips for staying calm and healthy  
 

In terms of your physical health, the most important thing you can do is maintain basic hygiene, particularly 
frequently washing your hands with soap or using hand sanitiser. For your mental wellbeing, there are a 
number of things you can do:  

 Maintain a healthy diet, exercise and sleep regime.  
 Talk to loved ones about worries and concerns.  
 Engage in hobbies and enjoyable activities.  
 You may feel stressed listening to the news, so make sure you receive information through trusted and 

credible sources, rather than social media. This will help you feel more in control. If you can’t access 
the internet, get a friend or family member to read to you or show you the most up-to-date information 
from credible sources  

 

Staying positive  
While it might feel like we don’t have control of current events, it’s important to remember that we can do many 
things to feel empowered and enabled.  
Find opportunities of sharing positive and hopeful stories with others, generate positive emotions by sharing 
memories, and take the opportunity to show acts of kindness.  
 

Staying connected  
The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic highlights the importance of community and social connections in 
improving our health and wellbeing.  
 

Connect with friends and family:  
 Staying connected with friends and family at this time can reduce feelings of loneliness and isolation.  
 For older Australians, now might be the time to embrace technology. Younger family members can help 

you get set up and guide you through the process. Give it a go!  
 If you are more comfortable with the phone, call friends and family for regular catch-ups. You could 

even write notes or letters.  
 

OR call for support:  
If you are feeling less connected as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19) you can also call the coronavirus 
hotline (1800 675 398) and press 3. You will be connected to a volunteer from the Australian Red Cross who 
can link you with local supports.  
 

Conversations with children and young people  
Families and caregivers of children and young people should discuss coronavirus (COVID-19) in an open and 
honest way that will be understood by the child or adolescent.  
Talk about the facts without causing alarm, and in a way that is appropriate for their age and temperament. It 
is important to listen to any questions they may have, to let them know that they are safe and that it’s normal to 
feel worried or concerned.  
If the media or the news is getting too much for them, limit exposure for young children and encourage 
teenagers to limit their exposure or turn it off completely.  
 

Further tips for caring for younger children:  
 Ask children what they have heard about coronavirus (COVID-19).  
 The way parents behave can have a significant effect on children. Keep conversations calm and 

focussed on the facts. Emphasise efforts that are being taken to contain the virus.  
 Model health-promoting behaviours for your children. For example, teach them to wash their hands 

with soap and water for 20 seconds.  
 Educate the entire family about good health habits. Talk about what each family member can do to help 

others outside of the immediate family.  
 Include children in family discussions and plans, in an age appropriate way.  
 Address any misconceptions children may have that could result in stigmatising people or groups of 

people in the community.  
 
For further information please go to: Department of Health and Human Services  
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mental-health-resources-coronavirus-covid-1 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mental-health-resources-coronavirus-covid-1

