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  From the Principal’s desk….. 

  Hello DPS community! Well who would have guessed that we 

would be back in lockdown after such a long stretch of feeling 

quite normal? I enjoyed going to the footy, I even went to the 

cinema recently. Then, it all came to an abrupt halt! 

   Lockdown provides challenges for us all, but I must say we 

transitioned into remote learning with apparent ease. There was a 

bit of a mad scramble to put things in place and to get organised. 

Then teachers spent time explaining how it would work to students 

and I’m so pleased to say it went as well as could be expected. 

This is, not a coincidence. It worked well for DPS because of the 

commitment of our staff and their willingness to “pivot” (as they 

say), adapt and lead the way to care, supervision and 

connection. It was also made so much easier for us thanks to our 

community and the support from parents. So many thanks to 

everyone for rolling their sleeves up and getting on with the job. All 

things considered, it is great to be back onsite and in class. It is so 

important during this time to provide a sense of normality for our 

students. Schools should provide continuity and predictability to 

children as a stable part of their lives. This is why it is so important to 

have them at school whenever possible. 

 

Now we are back, I should reassure you that there are measures in 

place to maintain a safe environment. By now we are all aware of 

precautions such as masks, sanitisation, social distancing and 

minimising people onsite. So for the foreseeable future, we will 

continue to be on all gates and restrict entry to the school without 

prior arrangement. I thank you for your understanding in this 

regard. One benefit of the drop and go is that our students have 

become more independent, they carry their own bags, organise 

their own lunch box, hang up their own coats and at days end, the 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
Reports Go Live – 21st June 

Student Led Conference – 23rd June 

Last Day Term 2 – (2.15pm) 25th June 

 
Term 3 – 12th July 

PREP 100 Days at School –15th July 

Curriculum Day –13th August 

ICAS Starts –16th August 

P-2 Bushwahzee –31st August 

Father’s Day Stall –3rd September 

Last Day Term 3 –17th September 

 
Term 4 – 4th October 

Melbourne Cup Day – 2nd November 

L6 Canberra Camp – 8th November 

L4 Camp Rumbug – 15th November 

2022 Prep Transition – 19th November 

 

 
 

CURRICULUM DAYS 

Wednesday, June 23rd (Student-Led) 

Friday, August 13th 

Friday, December 17th 

 

TERM DATES 

Term 2: 19th April –25th June 

Term 3: 12th July – 17th September 

Term 4: 4th October –17th December 
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gather their things and make their way to the gate. Therefore, there are some benefits. 

On Monday, June 21st your child’s Mid-Year Report will go live on Compass. Please be sure to 

read the report in conjunction with the information obtained from the Student-Led 

Conference on Wednesday. 

 

Next Wednesday (23rd June) is our Student-Led Conference pupil free day. The Student Led 

Conference initiative is an annual part of reporting to parents. At the time of this Newsletter’s 

publication, 404 (70%) student-led conferences have been booked. I urge families to book 

your conferences by 4pm today. We have had a lot of communication with families in recent 

times, but please take this opportunity to find out more about your child’s learning. Students 

will lead the conference, thereby putting them central in the discussion where they will share 

their thoughts around what they have learntand hope to learn. They will show examples of 

their achievements and work samples they are proud of. I am sure you will be as proud of 

them as we are. 
 

TRAFFIC – SAFETY 

I implore all parents to observe road rules when dropping off or picking children up from 

school. We all need to share the roads, and to be frank, I have seen some incredibly selfish 

moves out there. Please consider the safety of everyone else which is more important than 

YOU getting THAT parking spot. I don’t want to report any accidents now or ever, so we need 

to do the right thing please. I would also encourage parents to let children walk to school. I 

know most of our students actually live within a reasonable walking distance to school. If you 

don’t feel it is safe to send your child to school, see if you can find a buddy or two they can 

walk with, or walk them yourself and walk home which might be a nice way to start your day. 

The bottom line is safety first.  
Engage Learning * Expand Minds 

VICTORIAN CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER message to schools and their communities. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank students, staff, parents, and carers for your 

cooperation during this period of increased COVID-19 restrictions in Victoria. 

As all students in regional Victoria and year 11 and 12 students in metropolitan Melbourne 

return to on site learning, students and staff should feel reassured that, with the additional 

health and safety controls currently in place, it is safe for them to return and enjoy the 

important benefits of doing so. Throughout the pandemic, Victorian schools have rapidly and 

successfully adapted to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission, using COVID Safe principles 

by reinforcing good behaviours, creating safe environments, modifying activities, and 

responding quickly to COVID-19 risk. I am confident that with COVID Safe plans in place, 

alongside our ability to quickly identify and respond to cases, eligible students and staff can 

return safely to school premises. 

It is crucial, however, for everyone to remain vigilant by always staying home when unwell, 

wearing a face mask, performing regular hand hygiene, and maintaining physical distancing 

from others when practical. The school community continues to have an important role to 

promote COVID-19 testing when a student or staff member has any symptoms, no matter how 

mild, and ensuring they remain home until they are well. 

Getting tested and staying home until results are known is critical to limiting community 

transmission. School communities should continue to check Victorian locations where there is 

a risk of exposure to COVID-19 and take the required public health actions. The list of current 

exposure sites can be found on case alerts - public exposure sites. 

We encourage all members of the school community to get vaccinated if eligible. Further 

information on vaccinations and eligibility can be found on COVID-19 vaccines. 

 

Prof Brett Sutton 

Victorian Chief Health Officer 
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Current: Covid Safe Operations (Updated 11th June 2021) 
 

 

 

 Regards 

 Jim Hill  

Morning: DROP ‘n’ GO:  Teachers/Principal team will greet the students at the gates.  
Please note the school gates will be open and attended from 8.45am. No 
students other than those attending Before School Care or Production 
Rehearsals will be permitted onsite.  
 

Afternoon: STUDENT COLLECTION  Social distancing requirements state a distance of 1.5m between adults and 
mask wearing is required. We are asking that parent/adults do not come 
onsite to collect students at this time to minimise the number of people 
onsite. We are encouraging families to head home as soon as possible to 
clear the school site.  
 

ACCESS TO SCHOOL BUILDINGS  Parents will only be allowed at this stage for essential purposes to enter the 
main office on Council Street. You will need to QR code in, sanitise hands 
and wear a mask.  
 

MUSIC LESSONS  These will be going ahead as normal.  
 

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY  Assemblies will be online and students view from classrooms. No face to 
face assemblies will take place until further notice.  
 

PARENT HELPERS  No parent helpers until further notice.  
 

INTERSCHOOL SPORT  Not permitted. 
 

INCURSIONS/EXCURSIONS  Not permitted until further notice. 
 

ENHANCED HYGIENE and SAFETY  *Hand Washing/Sanitising will be encouraged throughout the day.  
*Sharing of student equipment will be limited. 
*Non-contact sport activities will be encouraged.  
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Year 6 Camp Fund Raiser  

 
 

The Year 6 students will be selling:  

 
 

Icy poles and bags of popcorn…. 

 
 

When: Tuesday 22 June 

Time: 1.45pm 

Where: Canteen 

Price: $1 

 

 

 
 

Sausage Sizzle…..  

 
 

When: Friday 25 June   

Time: 1.45pm  

Where: Canteen   

Price: $2  
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