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DATES TO REMEMBER

CURRICULUM DAYS

TERM DATES

*Building Resilience –Monday, 24th May
*Education Week - May 24th – 28th
*Queen’s Birthday – Monday, 14th June

June 23rd (Student Conf.)
August 13th
December 17th

Term 2: Monday 19th April – Friday, 25th June
Term 3: Monday, 12th July – Friday, 17th September
Term 4: Monday, 4th October – Friday, 17th December

From the Principal’s desk…..

EDUCATION WEEK 2021 – ‘Building Connections’
Education Week 2021 will run from 23rd-29th May and the theme is 'Building Connections'. The theme celebrates
connections between schools and local communities and strengthens bonds with families and carers. Now in its 77th year,
Education Week aims to positively profile and celebrate the strengths and achievements of Victoria's government education
sector. We will be inviting parents into the learning communities next week to provide an opportunity to share and celebrate
learning at DPS.
On the first day of Education Week we have our first big assembly in the gym, and parents are invited! This will start at
9.15am. Also on Monday the Grade 1-2 children will start their swimming program, Grade 3 will be dancing with STOMP
and on Monday night we have Dr. Michael Carr-Gregg speaking in our junior building about Resilience (6:30pm – 8:00pm).
There is a limit to tickets so if you want to attend this event please contact the office ASAP so you don’t miss out. We also
have childcare provided onsite.
On Tuesday morning our classrooms are open from 9:00am-10:00am, and parents are invited to visit classrooms to see how
well our students are working. Wednesday is our Junior School Council’s Green Day. Children can purchase a plant (see
details on Compass) and wear green on the day to celebrate sustainability. Watch out on Compass for more events and
activities that will be taking place during education week.
Morning ‘Drop and Go’: parents are now welcome into the school grounds in the morning should you wish to enter. If you
need to speak to a teacher before school you may visit the classroom but please remember that the learning program begins
promptly at 9:00am with teachers supervising children and welcoming them for the day. The ‘drop and go’ system has had
many advantages as well as supporting safe Covid practices and I would ask that as far as possible we continue as a
community to implement this. The best outcome has been the level of independence students have learned. They carry their
own bags, get their own lunchbox out and put it in their locker or tub and they hang up their own coats. We would like this
independence to continue.
STUDENT LED CONFERENCES are scheduled for Wednesday June 23rd. Details of booking times will be posted on
Compass. Students will attend their conference with parent/s at a time you choose on the day.
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Supervision Before and After School - I would like to remind everyone that there is no teacher supervision in the
morning until 8:45am and after 3:45pm each afternoon. Students are not to be in the school playgrounds unsupervised.
We have an excellent ‘Before and After School’ program with Extend, should you need to access this. If students are
left unattended, or a parent has left, the children will be supervised by the After School program which may incur a
cost. Please let the office know if you are unexpectedly delayed and we will do our best to ensure the safety of your
children. All families are encouraged to register with Extend so that your details are recorded.
Prep Enrolments 2022
We are now accepting enrolments for Prep students in 2022. It would greatly assist our planning if parents who are
intending to enrol siblings, do so by the end of this term. Enrolment forms are available from the office and the school
website. If you require a form, please contact the school office 98481122
NAPLAN and Assessment
Without contemporary assessments, we could still be teaching everyone in a year level the same thing at the same
time across Victoria, or guessing about students' learning needs.
Instead, here at Doncaster Primary School we have an Assessment Schedule that is reviewed and updated every year.
For our teachers, it details the assessment tools used at each year level in every term from Prep - Year 6 in English and
Mathematics, in addition to the informal notes and observations taken by teachers.
DPS teachers plan and analyse our agreed assessments with their PLC (Professional Learning Communities) teams,
to:
 identify what students can already do and the next steps in their learning
 evaluate students' learning against the curriculum or their individual goals
 identify learning gaps, or student mastery of learning (pre-tests and post-tests)
NAPLAN is a High Stakes assessment, which enables us to compare DPS students’ skills against a sample of other
Australian students in the same year level. We use NAPLAN information to determine areas that are being learned
well at DPS, or those that need more focus.
You will often hear commentary that NAPLAN is a single test on a single day and sometimes individual results seem
unreliable. That’s true of many assessments, but this is why teachers 'triangulate data', or use multiple sources of
evidence of learning. When combined and compared with each other, all our assessments form a complete picture of
student learning, for individuals and cohorts.
In 2019, DPS students had outstanding results in NAPLAN. Last year, as well as having reduced opportunities for
other assessments, there was no NAPLAN due to COVID-19. We are looking forward to resuming High Stakes
testing as one important and useful piece of the Assessment, teaching and learning jigsaw.
Year 3 and 5 children completed this assessment as part of our usual Assessment schedule last week.

WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
We value student voice as a means of improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction. So we will
be conducting a survey to find out what your child/ren thinks of our school.
The AtoSS (Attitudes to School Survey) is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and
Training to help us to understand our students' perceptions and experiences at school. Students will be asked about
their thoughts and feelings in relation to Doncaster Primary School, their learning, peer relationships, bullying and life
in general.
Students from Years 4 to 6 will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during school
hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. This is not a test.
Children will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. Responses are anonymous and personal
identification data will not be recorded to ensure confidentiality.
This year, AtoSS will be conducted at our school between Monday April 26th to Friday June 11th.
The survey will take 20-45 minutes to complete.
Results will be reported back to the school in an aggregated form throughout the survey period. All survey data that is
made available in reports are for groups of students only, so that no individual student can be identified.
If you would like more information, please contact your child’s teacher or visit:
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey
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Education Week 2021 will run from 23rd – 29th May and the theme is Building Connections.
Doncaster Primary School values parent participation and involvement. Here at DPS we enjoy strong
support from our community and Education Week is a great time for us to continue to connect and
strengthen our bonds. The following are just some of the special events and activities we have
planned for Education Week. Watch out on Compass for more. We encourage families to participate
in one or all of the following.

Date/Time/Location

Event

Description

Monday May 24th

Whole School Assembly

We will have our first whole school assembly
with presentations, awards and performances.

Monday May 24th

Presentation with

6:30pm – 8:00pm

Dr. Michael Carr-Gregg

Renowned child psychologist Dr. Michael CarrGregg presents on “Building Resilience”

9:00am-10:00am
Gym

Bookings on CompassTix.

Junior Building
Tuesday May 25th

Open classrooms

Celebrate learning together with your children
in their classroom. An opportunity to see
where your child/ren spend their das and
where they learn.

School grounds

Each student will have the opportunity to
purchase a plant which they will plant
themselves. There will also be a sausage sizzle
lunch. This is a Junior School Council event.

Biggest Morning Tea

DPS will hold our very own Biggest Morning
Tea.

9:00am-10:00am
Classrooms
Wednesday May 26th
Green Day P-6

Thursday May 27th
11:00am - Midday

Bookings on CompassTix - Events

Junior Building

The children will be involved in many other learning experiences during Education Week.
We look forward to celebrating our children’s learning with you.
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Dear Parents,
In celebration of Education Week, DPS is hosting a presentation evening for our
parents and members of our community on ‘Building Resilience’, with renowned child
psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg.
Book now through our website www.doncasterps.vic.edu.au
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Lunchtime WRITTEN WINNING WEDNESDAY
Handwriting Club
Students are invited every Wednesday to join in the handwriting
club with Ms Celeste Pettinella in her classroom.

The focus of the club is to provide students with opportunities
to further develop their handwriting skills, to relax which helps
their wellbeing, make friends and enjoy the benefits of handwriting.
Research shows many benefits are associated
with handwriting. As the physical act of
handwriting can be a complex one, it requires the
integration of perceptual-motor skills and higherlevel cognitive skills (Case-Smith, Holland &
Bishop, 2011) and the kinaesthetic process of
writing is linked to writing achievement
(Daffern, Mackenzie & Hemmings, 2017;
Graham, Harris & Fink, 2000). Therefore, giving
students more opportunities can help not only
with student’s wellbeing, but help them achieve
success in writing as well as immerse themselves
in the school values of Determination, Pride
and Success.
Students had a great time in the club and here are some of their thoughts (student voice)
below:
The handwriting club is exciting and very fun because we learn how to write
neatly. Sienna - 5P
Handwriting club was fun. Shayna – 6C
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Visual Art
This term our Grade 6 students did an illustration and they used inspiration from what lights up at night. They
used contrasting colour to add emphasis on the objects, which they have selected to stand out. They added value
(tone) in their artwork by using hatching, crosshatching and stippling to make their artwork look 3D. Students also
used large objects in the foreground and smaller objects in the background to give their artwork the illusion of
depth.
Grade 5 students have been learning about Henri Rousseau and his jungle artworks with animals. They used
watercolour resist on their artwork by using oil pastels to blend in the chameleon and watercolour for the sky.
Grade 1 to 4 students learnt about Pop Art and ceramic techniques. They made cupcakes and doughnuts out of
clay. Some of the artwork is ready to be put in the kiln for glazing! We are all very excited to see how the ceramics
will turn out.
Ms Lui

Determination

Pride
11

Success

National Simultaneous Storytime
DPS participated in National Simultaneous Storytime and explored the book titled 'Give me some space'
written by Philip Bunting. This is an annual event where a picture book is read simultaneously in places
around the country. Now in its 21st successful year, it is a colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to
promote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian children's book that explores ageappropriate themes, and addresses key learning areas of the National Curriculum for Foundation to Year
6.
2020 was the biggest and most successful NSS to date with over 1,297,000 participants at over 14,469
locations, including participants from New Zealand, Thailand, UK, Canada, Singapore, Vietnam and Hong
Kong.
I wonder how many participants there were in 2021? We know there were over 500 at Doncaster
Primary School. Here are some pictures for you to enjoy.
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House Cross Country
Our cross country/fun run was held on Wednesday 5th May in beautiful Autumn
sunshine. Congratulations to all of students who challenged themselves and gave their
best effort. Not only was it wonderful to see students enjoying the day, but it was also
an opportunity to welcome parents back into the school to cheer on their talented
and determined children.
Well done to those students who received ribbons and have now qualified for the
District Cross Country event at Ruffey Lake Park. The District Cross Country will be held
on Friday 21st May, 11:30am – 3:00pm.
Notification for the event has been sent via Compass.
A training session to outline the course will take place on Thursday 13 th May between
4:00pm – 5:00pm (See Compass for further details)
The House winners are listed below
Junior School Prep - 2
Monash

Flinders

Lawson

Phillip

20

24

31

32

Level 3 – 6
Monash

Flinders

Lawson

Phillip

15

10

6

5

Whole School Winners
1st Phillip and Lawson tied on 37 points
3rd Monash 35 points
4th Flinders 34 points
Well done to Phillip and Lawson who tied for 1st place. It was an incredibly close
House competition with only 3 points separating the 4 House’s.
Thank you to staff and parents for your support of the day. I hope you enjoyed it as
much as your children and staff did.
A big thank you to the amazing fundraising efforts by our school community. We have
now reached our fundraising goal of $10,000.
Fundraising money was due on May 12th and prizes need to be ordered on May 19th.
Remember to order your prizes via the school fun run website

https://app.schoolfundraising.com.au/admin
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Doncaster Primary
Recognition Awards
PF

Cooper

You have made such a wonderful effort showing determination with your
writing! What a fabulous writing star you are Cooper. Well done I am so
proud of you.

PQ

Lawrence

Excellent effort in having a go at writing your name. You’re amazing!

PQ

Varvara

Congratulations for trying your best during class time. Great effort!

PQ

Zach

Congratulations for trying your best with all learning activities. Outstanding
effort.

PS

Eshan

For giving your best shot at sounding out words whilst writing your weekend
recount. I am so proud of you!

PS

Austin

For always being so enthusiastic when we are revising our sounds we have
learnt using the chat. Keep it up superstar!

1C

Anna

For always trying your best and presenting 5 star quality work.

1C

Maddison

For your hard work and for always trying your very best.

1G

Sebastian

For wonderful effort and improvement with his writing. Well done Sebastian.
Keep up the great work!

1G

Jamie

For great effort with his reading and approaching all areas of his learning
with a ‘You Can Do It Attitude’. Well done Jamie!

1W

Casey

For your outstanding effort in Maths when learning about fact families. Well
done!

1W

Naman

Well done for your great focus and for showing the school value,
determination in Maths.

2C

Khloe

For an excellent weekend recount using correct punctuation. Well done
Khloe.

2C

Sophie

For being an outstanding problem solver in four operations. Well done
Sophie.

2C

Eugene

For improving her reading fluency in guided reading. Well done Eugene.

2C

Viktoria

For always contributing to class discussions with invaluable insight. Well
done Viktoria.

2E

Naherica

For making great contributions to our guided reading session this week. I
particularly enjoyed your predictions before we started reading. Keep it up!
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2E

Aneeqa

For making a huge improvement in Maths. Your rocket counting is
sensational, well done!

2P

Albe

For making a concerted effort in improving his handwriting. During maths,
Albe contributes to small group sessions and sustains focus to complete set
tasks.

2P

Luka

For always contributing during class discussions and maintaining focus.
Luka is a great manager of his learning.

3B

Violette

For her positive attitude and high energy during our School Fun Run.
Violette also showed wonderful teamwork by working with her sister to raise
the most money for the school!

3B

David

For his positivity, confidence and hard work when approaching the
NAPLAN tests. David is always determined to achieve his best possible
results.

3G

Archit

For the excellent effort you put in to participating in World Maths Day! To
achieve a World Ranking of 587 was amazing. Well done, Archit!!

3G

Fiona

Fiona, your presence in our class makes 3G a great place to be. Your
lovely manners and your recognition of the achievements and kindnesses
of others are wonderful qualities that make you a positive class member.

3L

Marcus

For his amazing transition into his new routine at Doncaster Primary
School. He comes to school each day eager and ready to learn. Well done
Marcus!

3L

Rayhan

For his positive and motivating attitude he has maintained throughout the
NAPLAN preparation and testing period. Fantastic work Rayhan!

3L

Anwin

For his consistent calm and well-mannered behaviour he has towards his
classmates and teachers. He is always so kind and thoughtful to others.
Well done Anwin!

3L

Luscien

For his extremely hard work and the effort he has put towards improving his
reading this term. You are doing a fantastic job using the comprehension
strategy of monitoring on your sticky notes. Well done!

4F

Tahleel's

Tahleel's quiet kindness is a welcome quality in our grade. She has an
intuitive sense of the help others need and does not seek recognition or
praise for providing support. Her smile also lights up our classroom.

4F

Thomas

Thomas has been enjoying our Guided Reading group. His input and ideas
have contributed to interesting discussions and show a good understanding
of our Non-Fiction text.

4M

Shihong

For working hard and challenging yourself during maths sessions. Well
done!

4M

Shahmir

For writing interesting sticky notes that reflect your thinking while reading.
Well done!
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4SM Jay

For his great attitude towards learning. You have worked extremely hard
during Reader's Workshop sessions to monitor as you are reading and you
are creating more detailed sticky notes. An amazing effort!

4SM Daniel

For working productively and conscientiously in all tasks. Congratulations
on achieving the next podium for Reading Athletes for reading over 70
nights! An amazing effort

5K

Lexie

For her excellent work in preparation for NAPLAN. Lexie was diligent and
conscientious about doing her best in every practice session and
discussion.

5K

Preston

For his consistently positive attitude and hard work in class. Preston is
always helping others and showing kindness in the classroom.

5K

Mia

For her excellent work in our STEM session this week. Mia helped her
group build an anemometer to measure wind speed.

5K

Chase

For settling into 5K and getting along well with others. Welcome to DPS!

5P

Whole
Grade

5P - Well Done 5P for all your hard work completing practice NAPLAN tests
in Language Conventions, Writing, Reading and Numeracy. Ms Pettinella is
super proud of you all and wishes you all the best for next week when
NAPLAN tests take place. You will all do great! GO 5P!

5O

Jaylen

For being a helpful and caring member of the class.

5O

Haoze

For his fantastic work in STOMP, always giving it his best.

6C

Charlie

Charlie has actively and meaningfully contributed to whole class and small
group discussions and has shown great personal and academic growth. He
has consistently persevered and been able to complete all work and submit
it within the time frame. Well done!

6C

Ali

It has been great to see you actively engaging in our classroom
discussions. You have been showing excellence in the way you respond
and have been showing resilience when accepting any feedback. Well
done. Ali!

6J

Apple

For consistently putting in her personal best with her homework. Keep up
the fantastic work.

6J

Lilly

For an excellent understanding of our class novel, Parvana’s Journey. Your
answers in class have been outstanding. Keep up the excellent work.

6P

Amy

For her excellent participation in all class activities and her willingness to
help others in the classroom. Well done Amy!

6P

Donya

For her hard-working effort throughout all class activities and for her
approachability and friendliness when speaking to staff and always greeting
them with a smile. Well done Donya!
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SPECIALIST
RECOGNITION AWARDS
P.E

Arjay, 1C

For his excellent dribbling skills during our basketball session in
P.E. Keep it up superstar!

P.E

Emily, 1G

For her focus in P.E. this week and her skills with controlling a
hula hoop. Awesome job Emily!

P.E

Zechariah, 1W For his enthusiasm during our games from around the world in
P.E. Wonderful effort!

P.E

Ivan

For his great persistence during our cross country training. Well
done Ivan!

P.E

Fiona, 3G

For her leadership and outstanding behaviour in all P.E.
sessions. What a great example you are Fiona!

P.E

Atrina, 4F

For her steely persistence in P.E. Atrina’s cross country running
was a great example of always giving your best effort. Well done!

P.E

Freya, 6P

For giving all P.E. sessions 100% effort. Freya is a great example
to the class. What a star!

P.E

Eleni, 6J

For continually challenging herself in P.E. Her improved running
during the cross country illustrated her remarkable progress.
Great job Eleni!

ART

Chanel, 1G

For always trying her best. Chanel is always enthusiastic and
helpful in the classroom. Thank you Chanel!

ART

Aydin, 4F

For being a motivated and independent student with a great love
of learning. He comes back at recess and lunch time to finish his
artwork. Well done Aydin!

ART

Benjamin, 5K

Benjamin made an amazing chameleon watercolour resist
artwork inspired by Henry Rousseau. He tried his best and took
great pride in the presentation of his work. Well done Benjamin!

ART

Eesa, Prep S

For being actively involved in all our learning experiences. Eesa
always presents his work neatly and colourfully. You are amazing
Eesa.

ART

Stephanie, 3G For consistently displaying an excellent, responsible attitude to all
her learning and always being a very helpful student in class.
Fantastic effort Stephanie!

ART

Diana, 5P

For her happy and enthusiastic attitude towards all aspects of her
work! Diana is a kind and responsible member of 5P! Well done!
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR WEEK 3 & 4
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
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Parents and Friends
If you would like to be part of the
PFG Team
Contact Mal
dpspfa@gmail.com

We welcome all parents and carers of DPS students. The PFG is a
great way to meet other parents and help your school.
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