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Term 3 resumes to Remote Learning July20th 
From the Principal’s Desk….. 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
As you would be aware, the Victorian Government has made some significant announcements in relation to arrangements for 
schools in Victoria for Term 3.  

Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, Victorian Government schools in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell 
Shire will  have specific arrangements in place for Week 1 of Term 3 as outlined below. Schools will  then move to remote and 
flexible learning for students in Prep to Year 10 from the start of Week 2.  
It is very important to note that the advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer is that schools can continue to operate.  The 

Victorian Chief Health Officer has also provided advice about the health measures that should be taken by staff and students, 
and we will  be following these.  
The purpose of these changed arrangements is to reduce the number of these students – and their parents and guardians – 
moving across metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire in order to reduce the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).  

It is, however, also important that face-to-face teaching be maintained for some students. This includes students in Years 11 and 
12 (and Year 10 students who have VCE studies  or VCAL strands in their learning program) because of the importance of 
enabling all  students to continue or complete their senior secondary certificate, either VCE or VCAL.  

It is important that students in specialist schools have full  access to the expertise of the teachers and support staff in those 
schools in face-to-face settings. We also need to support families where parents and carers cannot work from home, and others 
who need the support that on-site provision enables.  
To provide further assurance, our school, along with all  other government schools in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell 

Shire, will  be conducting temperature checks of all  students at the start of the day. If your child does have a temperature, you 
will  be asked to collect them from school.  
The new arrangements are set out in detail  below.  
 

Monday 13 – Friday 17 July  
Students in Years 11 and 12, students in Year 10 undertaking VCE or VCAL studies, and students enrolled in specialist schools , 
will  return to school on Monday 13 Jul y.  

Monday 13 – Friday 17 July are pupil free days for students Prep to Year 10. These pupil -free days will  enable our staff to 
prepare for the change to remote and flexible learning from Monday 20 July.  
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We will  provide an on-site supervision program for students who need it during this week. This program is available for students 
where parents/carers cannot work from home and no other arrangements can be made and for vulnerable students.  

To assist our planning, if you need this program, please complete the attached form and return it to us as soon as possible.  
 
Monday 20 July on  
From Monday 20 July, our school will  be moving to remote and flexible learning. This will be for all  students apart from the 

following:  
*years 11 and 12 students and Year 10 students for their VCE or VCAL programs  

*students enrolled in specialist schools  
 

The following students are able to attend school for on-site supervision, but will  also undertake the remote learning program:  
*children of parents/carers who cannot make suitable arrangements to supervise children at home, including children of 
teachers in government schools who are required to return to work on-site  

*vulnerable students  

*students with disabilities who choose to attend on site.  

 
We will  follow similar arrangements to those we put in place for remote and flexible learning in Term 2.  
The Department has a range of options for you to continue to support your students in their learning, available at the Learning 
from Home website education.vic.gov.au/home learning.  

The latest information about coronavirus (COVID-19) and schools is on the Department of Education and Training website: 
education.vic.gov.au/coronavirus  
The Victorian Chief Health Officer has confirmed that the use of face masks or coverings by adults or children is not 
recommended in schools at this time. As has always been the case, students who wish to wear face masks in school and in going  

to and from school may do so.  
And, finally, a reminder that if you, your chi ld, or a family member develops symptoms of a fever, chil ls or sweats, cough, sore 
throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, loss of smell or taste, you should get tested at a coronavirus (COVID -19) testing facil ity 

and stay home.  
This is vitally important to keeping our school community safe.  
If you would like health information from the Department of Health and Human Services, you can visit 
dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus . I will continue to communicate with you as soon as we receive further information. 

Over the holidays there has been a lot of work done at school. We have repaired a number of trip hazards on concrete 
pathways, the junior school entrance has been expanded for easier access, we have installed more paving, re-instated the 
Student Health and Wellbeing Walkway, the staffroom has been renovated, security and exit l ights all  checked and repaired 
where necessary, the oval has been replanted in places with roll  out turf, sand pits refi l led with fresh sand, the veggie garden 
and a number of garden beds have been re-mulched, the gym entrance has been completely landscaped and astro turf areas 

have been completely cleaned with a gurny (high pressure water spray.  

While this has been going on, there have been roadworks in Council Street as the roadway is being widened. When school 
resumes I am sure everyone will  notice our improvements. 

This week, was to be week one of term three. For teachers it is, and will  continue to be referred to week one. Some students,  
who were unable to be supervised at home, have attended school this week. Moving into week two and for the next five weeks 
if your child cannot be supervised at home, you can complete a request to attend onsite on any given day. Forms are available 

on Compass. If you intend submitting a request for your child to attend school please do so by 4pm on Thursday July 16 th.  

In closing, this appears to be yet another 2020 challenge. I say with hand on heart, I am COMPLETELEY confident and grateful for 
working with the staff at DPS. We rose to the challenge last term. This was made possible due to the commitment and 
teamwork of YOU! We can, and will  do it again. Let’s continue to stick together, work together and succeed together!  
 

Take care and stay safe, 
 
Regards 

 
Jim Hill 
Principal 
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