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From the Principal’s Desk…..  
Dear parents and friends of DPS, Term one is now well under way. After a slow start due to the 
Coronavirus, we are settling into what promises to be another productive and exciting year here at 
Doncaster Primary School. 
I have and will continue to pass on any updates or information concerning the Coronavirus as it becomes 
available. The department of education have given strict instructions around what information we are to 
provide. This is so all schools receive the same information at the same time. DET has relied on the Office 
of Health for information, so what we have shared is the latest and most relevant. 
 
I would like to thank all families who made contact with us to keep us informed and in most cases, to 
reassure us about their movements.  When issues like this arise and get so much media attention, it’s hard 
to know how much is real and what is catastrophising. Fortunately we have been untouched. 
Moving forward it is so important that we maintain a sense of stability and avoid upsetting children or 
giving them any reason to feel anxious. At DPS you can be assure we will maintain a sense of security. 
 
Last Tuesday afternoon we had our classrooms open so parents can meet their new teacher and visit the 
room in which their child/ren will spend 2020. I’m sure you noticed our “Doors to Success”. Every teacher 
created a door to success which highlights our expectation for students who we believe can and will learn 
in 2020. It was so nice to see parents and friends visit classrooms followed by a sausage sizzle, and the 
weather was perfect!  
It is important that you develop a relationship with your teachers and please contact them or myself at any 
time if you have concerns or issues you would like to discuss, our doors are always open and if we work 
together that’s the best recipe for success for our students, your children.  
In the last newsletter and again in this one is a full list of DPS staff. We have some new faces this year, but 
the majority of our teaching staff are remaining in the same level they taught in 2019. We are pleased to 
welcome Adam O’Callaghan (Level 5), Jessica White (Level 3), Victoria Armstrong (Level 1), Niky Corfios 
(Level 4), Christine Lui (Art). Ms. White and Ms. Armstrong will be well known to many in our community as 
they have taught at DPS as relief teachers throughout 2019 and they know our school and students so well, 
it has been a seamless transition as they join our staff full time.   
Specialist roles for 2020 include the following; Mr. Spinks – Physical Education, Ms. Wu – LOTE (Mandarin), 
Ms. Lui – Art, Ms. Pettinella - Science, Mr. Clarke - English Immersion Program, Mrs. Newton - Literacy 
Support. 
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 FEBRUARY  
Friday 14th              -House Swimming Carnival     
Tuesday 18th          -L4 Gymnastics 
Wednesday 19th   -L5 & 6 Human Development Workshop P.1 
                                  -District Swimming 
Friday 21st              -Assembly 
Monday 24th         -L4, 5 & 6 Swimming at Aqualink 
Wednesday 26th  - L5 & 6 Human Development Workshop P.2 
Thursday 27th      -L6 Interschool Sport Day 
                
MARCH 
Monday 9th      Labor Day Public Holiday   
Friday 27th      Last day of Term one 
 

APRIL 
Monday 13th           Easter Monday NO SCHOOL 
Tuesday 14th           First day of Term two 
Tuesday 21 – 25th Grade 6 Canberra Trip 
Friday 24th      ANZAC Day assembly 
Saturday 25th          ANZAC Day 
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We are excited to introduce a Science Program and our English Immersion Program to support students 
new to Australia who have limited English language skills. 
 
Our teachers are highly qualified professionals, with a minimum four years University training in Education. 
A number of our staff also have Masters and Post Graduate Degrees. While we have some young well 
trained and enthusiastic teachers, we also have some very experienced teachers with many years in 
education in a variety of educational settings. All staff must apply to be registered with the Victorian 
Institute of Teachers, which means they must have appropriate qualifications, a working with children’s 
check and even police checks, so anyone with a criminal record are excluded from working/teaching in the 
education system. 
 
I encourage you to keep in regular contact with your child’s teacher. Also, feel free to visit any of your 
PCO’s (Principal Class Officers) that is myself, Jim Hill Principal, Sandra Bishop and Larissa Vesdrevanis, 
Assistant Principals. We are here to support your child and family so your child, our students, can shine and 
grow in a supportive environment. 2020 is our year of expectation and we want every student to fly! 
 
Jim Hill 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 

Timetable for 2020 

Students ideally arrive from: 8:45 a.m. 

School Commences: 9:00 a.m. 

Morning Recess 11:00 a.m. – 11.30a.m. 

Lunchtime 1:30 p.m. – 2.30p.m. 

School Finishes: 3:30 p.m. 

All gates except for the Council Street gate near the office will be locked at 3.45pm 

Children are not required at school before 8:45 a.m. 

Students are not permitted in classrooms until teachers are on duty. 

 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

All families are strongly encouraged to register with Before and After School care. It is 
free to register! As you know each night all gates are locked. This will occur each day 
at 3.45pm when teachers finish their yard duty. The only entry and exit gate will be 

the front gate near the carpark on Council Street. Any students still at school at 
this time will be directed to the office or after school care as teachers have 
meetings most nights which commence at 3.45pm. I thankyou for your support 
on this issue.  
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School Council Elections 2020  
Interested members of the Doncaster PS community are invited to nominate for vacancies on School Council for the 

next two-year period. Schedule 5A Self-nomination Forms for Parent members are available from the office. These 

must be completed and returned to the office by 4.00 pm on Wednesday February 19th 2020.  

In the event that an election is required, it will be conducted from Wednesday 26th February, with the ballot closing 

4.00 pm Wednesday 3rd March 2020. This means all nominees will write a piece for the newsletter, which will be 

published, and the DPS community asked to vote for them. The four nominees with the most votes will then be duly 

elected to council. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 2019 School Council members and members of 

the subcommittees for their commitment to DPS. Your time and effort has been very much appreciated.  

If interested, I ask that you consider your role on council and what you have to offer DPS and how you can represent 

the school, its staff and broader DPS community as a member of council. To find out more, if interested you can call 

the school for details. 

 

 

 

KARA HOUSE 

We recently received a lovely letter from the staff at Kara House. They wrote to thank DPS for the kind donation of 

gifts for children at Christmas 2019. This initiative was the result of conversations with our students about how we 

can support and help those less fortunate. We decided, with students, that rather than doing Kris Kringle in classes, 

children would donate a gift. 

Dear DPS, 

The staff and management would like to thank the Doncaster Primary School for your wonderful donation of gifts 

this Christmas. 

 

We handed out the gifts to the Mothers and their children just before Christmas and they brought a big smile to 

their faces. We really appreciate the thought and commitment you put in to get the types of gifts that they would 

enjoy. 

 

Kara House is a small organisation and we rely on the community to help us to provide the best possible help to 

the families in our care – especially at Christmas. Your gifts made a huge difference and helped them have a very 

special Christmas day. 

 

Thankyou again to everyone involved at Doncaster Primary School for your very kind donation. 

 
Veronica Coleman 
Manager 
Kara House 
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Our National Anthem 

Did you know our national anthem is only part of the original song? The two verses we sing are two of the five 

original verses. The words we sing at every assembly are highlighted here in red. It would be a very long anthem 

if we sang the whole song. 

ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR 

Australians all let us rejoice, 

For we are young and free; 

We've golden soil and wealth for toil, 

Our home is girt by sea; 

Our land abounds in Nature's gifts 

Of beauty rich and rare; 

In history's page, let every stage 

Advance Australia fair! 

In joyful strains then let us sing, 

"Advance Australia fair!" 

When gallant Cook from Albion sail'd, 

To trace wide oceans o'er, 

True British courage bore him on, 

Till he landed on our shore.  

Then here he raised Old England's flag, 

The standard of the brave; 

With all her faults we love her still, 

"Brittania rules the wave!" 

In joyful strains then let us sing, 

"Advance Australia Fair!" 

Beneath our radiant southern Cross, 

We'll toil with hearts and hands; 

To make this Commonwealth of ours 

Renowned of all the lands; 

For those who've come across the seas 

We've boundless plains to share; 

With courage let us all combine  

To advance Australia fair. 

In joyful strains then let us sing 

"Advance Australia fair!" 

While other nations of the globe  

Behold us from afar, 

We'll rise to high renown and shine 

Like our glorious southern star; 

From England, Scotia, Erin's Isle, 

Who come our lot to share, 

Let all combine with heart and hand 

To advance Australia fair! 

In joyful strains then let us sing 

"Advance Australia fair!" 

 

Sho'd foreign foe e'er sight our coast, 

Or dare a foot to land, 

We'll rouse to arms like sires of yore 

To guard our native strang; 

Brittania the shall surely know, 

Beyond wide ocean's roll, 

Her sons in fair Australia's land 

Still keep a British soul. 

In joyful strains 
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PF Jamie 
For being brave when starting school.  I am very proud of you Jamie.  Keep smiling. 

PQ Caleb  
For doing a magnificent job in following instructions. 

PQ Arjay 
For settling into school and being kind and caring to others. 

PS Lisa 
For settling into the school environment well and being a helpful member of Prep S.   

1A Chloe 
For outstanding work in class and displaying the school value of teamwork when working with 
others.  

1A Soshiant 
For starting off the year with a great attitude and working with respect to everyone in class. 

1G Eugene 
For a wonderful start to her new school and Grade One year. Well done Eugene for coming 
prepared to school each day. Keep aiming high! 

1Q Lochie 

 

For being persistent and always completing his work to a high standard. Well done! 

2C Sebastian  
For being an excellent classroom helper and upholding our school values. 
Well done Sebastian 

2E Lily 

 

For making a wonderful start to Grade Two at her new school DPS. Welcome to the family Lily! 

2P Stephanie 
For her excellent start to Grade Two and constantly listening carefully to her teacher. Well done 
Stephanie!  

3B Spencer 
For settling quickly into his new class and learning the routines and expectations of Level 3. 

3G Howard 
For settling into 3G in such a positive manner. You have followed 3G’s expectations and have 
put in a five star effort into each piece of work. Well done Howard! 

3L Trish 
For making such a smooth transition into DPS primary and making many new friendships in such 
a short time. Well done!  

3L Lisha 
For making such a smooth transition into DPS primary and making many new friendships in such 
a short time. Well done!  

3W Milica 
For being positive, happy and always being ready to work! 

4C Emily  
For being a quiet achiever who is an absolute pleasure to teach. Not only does she produce a 
consistent high level of work, she is also a caring and friendly classmate and student. 

4P Max 
For listening during instruction and working diligently to complete 5 Star work on time. 

The following students were presented their ‘Certificate of Recognition’ during the assembly 

on Friday 7th February 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=%2bjJgiAN3&id=74DBF41412F22F1B0A30A7FF9200977BB3D3114D&thid=OIP.-jJgiAN3d-fpRmS9ZXvY5gHaBv&mediaurl=http://theveliger.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/banner-png-free-icons-and-png-backgrounds-regarding-blue-banner-png.png&exph=945&expw=4001&q=Blue+Ribbon+Banner+Clip+Art&simid=608013371788100679&selectedIndex=131
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4SM Fay 
For the outstanding way in which she has settled into Level 4, producing work of a high standard 
and being an excellent role model for her peers. 

Fantastic effort!! 

5K Daniel 
For making a great start at Doncaster Primary School. Daniel always puts in 100% and has a 
wonderful attitude towards his class work. 

50 Ellen  
For staring the year with a positive attitude and always being involved in class discussion. 

5R Elise 
For the enthusiasm she demonstrates in wanting to assist her teachers and peers. Elise has been 
a great help this week, particularly with creating the ‘Door to Success’ display for our classroom. 

5R Rachel 
For her creativity, attention to detail and ability to work with others. Rachel demonstrated these 
skills when helping her classmates put together a beautiful display for our classroom window. 

6F Cassandra 
Cassandra has had a wonderful start to Year 6, showing eagerness and enthusiasm. She has 
assisted the canteen to start up for the year and was an asset at our Meet the Teacher Afternoon 
leading sales. I look forward to our 2020 adventures together.  

6F Laura 
Laura has had a wonderful start to Year 6, showing eagerness and enthusiasm. She has assisted 
the canteen to start up for the year and was an asset at our Meet the Teacher Afternoon leading 
sales. I look forward to our 2020 adventures together.  

6J Rachel 
For her initiative to help her peers. You rock! 

6W Zoe 
A focused and positive start to Grade 6. Thank you for your invaluable help preparing the 
spectacular 'Door to Success' display. 

6W Jordan  
A focused and positive start to Grade 6. Thank you for your invaluable help preparing the 
spectacular 'Door to Success' display. 

SCIENCE 
Lucas Prep S For asking very interesting questions about the planets and sharing 

Science facts to the class. This was very impressive! Ms Pettinella is 
proud of you. 

SCIENCE 
Adaliah 4SM For colouring in her Science front cover neatly and taking pride with her 

book work. Go Adaliah! 

SCIENCE 
Alex 6F For asking very interesting questions about names in Science when 

playing getting to know you games. 

P.E 
Arjay PREP Q Arjay Henderson for his wonderful listening skills. Arjay gave all activities 

his best effort! Well done! 

P.E 
Ajeeth 3G Ajeeth Bommireddypalli for his thoughtful contributions to our 

discussion about the benefits of Physical Education. What a superstar! 

P.E 
Jannah 5K Jannah Aljabouri for her willingness to assist in packing up the P.E. 

equipment. Wonderful job Jannah! 

ART 
Max Prep S For being a motivated and independent student with a great love of 

learning. Well done Max! 

ART 
Karm 2C For his excellent attitude to all learning tasks.  Sebastian contributes 

great ideas and is a kind friend to others.  Well done!  

ART 
Joyce 5K For the attention to detail when producing an artwork 

SPECIALIST AWARDS 
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Science Curriculum Corner  

Term 1 2020 
 

The Science Program will be taught across Prep to Grade 6.  The aim is to encourage students to 

expand their curiosity and willingness to explore, ask questions and speculate on the changing 

world in which they live. The content will provide the opportunity for them to gain knowledge of the 

Biological, Chemical, Earth and Space, and Physical Sciences. One area will be taught each term, 

starting with Biological Science. The Science Curriculum based on the Victorian Curriculum has two 

interrelated strands: Science Understanding and Science Inquiry. Over the course of the year 

students will be taught all the different Science Understandings and Science Inquiry Skills will be 

embedded within the Science Understandings. Please see below . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Science Program timetable is as follows:  

Parents can keep informed with upcoming Science events and news via COMPASS, and also the 

Science notice board outside Room 28.  Fun activities we look forward to include, A ‘Scientist of 

the Month’ and ‘Science Story Time’ - Tuesday lunch times, commencing in term 1 and 4.   

We look forward to a great year in Science! 

Ms Celeste Pettinella 

Science Teacher  

Strands Science Understanding Science Inquiry Skills 

Sub-strands Science as a Human Endeavour Questioning and Predicting 

Biological Sciences Planning and Conducting 

Chemical Sciences Recording and Processing 

Earth and Space Sciences Analysing and Evaluating 

Physical Sciences Communicating 

Day/Time 9-10 10-11 11:30-12:30 12:30-1:30 2:30-3:30 

Monday 5R 2P PF 1G 3B 

Tuesday 4SM 6F 1Q PS 3L 

Wednesday 4P 2C 5O PQ UBUNTU 

Thursday 4C 1A 2E 6J 5K 

Friday Assembly 3W 6W 3G N/A 
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Please bring Nude Food on Tuesday’s 

to help your class to win the Golden lunchbox!  
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EXTEND UPDATE.  

 

 

 

Upcoming Activities:   

Monday 10/02 Tuesday 11/02 Wednesday 
12/02 

Thursday 13/02 Friday 14/20 

Table Tennis Rally Under the Sea 
Craft   

Magic Leaf Craft 
Experiment  

DIY Caterpillar 
Race  

Treasure Hunt  

 

The Extend Superstar is… 

Maggie… For showing great leadership skills which included helping the preps learn the routine. 

 

       

What’s Been Happening? 

We have had a fantastic first week back here at Extend Doncaster, we started off our first week exploring activities 

such as sports, craft and room decorating! The highlight of our week would definitely be the new table tennis set we 

love challenging our friends to a good table tennis rally!  

We can’t forget our super cool keyrings we made with harma beads, how awesome is Logan’s Teletubbies keyring?  

 

Enrol and book now: extend.com.au 



Honesty  Integrity  Respect  Fairness  Equity  Teamwork 
12 

  



Honesty  Integrity  Respect  Fairness  Equity  Teamwork 
13 

 

  



Honesty  Integrity  Respect  Fairness  Equity  Teamwork 
14 

 


