DONCASTER PRIMARY
NEWSLETTER

Dates for the Diary
March
Thursday 28th - L6 Summer Interschool Sport
- Prep Thematic Expo
Friday 29th
- Prep Teddy Bear Picnic
- UBUNTU

April
Monday 1st - Easter Celebration
Tuesday 2nd - L2 Woolworth Excursion
- L4 BTYC Excursion
Wednesday 3rd - Kate Wilde, The Workshop Levels 5&6
- Kate Wilde, Parent information Night

Wednesday March 27th 2019

ISSUE 5

From the Principal’s Desk ......
BUNNINGS
At the end of last year you would have noticed the crossing in Council Street was moved down the road towards
Berkeley Street. We also changed the entrance near the new crossing to make it more accessible and some
landscaping has also been completed to improve the area. This includes handrails, a new concrete path and planting
of shrubs and succulents. When the crossing was moved, a number of students “and” parents decided to take a short
cut and cross the road without going to the supervised crossing. In an effort to keep our students safe, we had a fence
installed along the footpath to encourage people to either go up to Doncaster Road to the crossing at the lights, or to
go to the designated, supervised crossing near the Berkeley Street corner. I am pleased to say that Bunnings funded
all of these changes and upgrades. They are in regular contact with me and they want to minimise any disruption to
the school throughout the building process.
Once again I would like to ask that care is taken around the school, that signs and traffic rules and regulations are
observed. The behaviour of our parents is not keeping our students safe. If behaviour doesn’t change, I fear it is a
matter of when rather than if an accident will occur. I shouldn’t have to ask that parents refrain from double parking,
this is extremely dangerous and something parents complain to me about weekly.
Drop off and pick up times continue to be extremely dangerous, too many parents are double parking and for the sake
of the safety of our students this really needs to stop. In Hummel Way there is a two minute limit to parking, yet some
are parking there for up to 30 minutes and this blocks the roadway in the process. I have spoken with the council and
they are going to observe the behaviour of parents around the school and fines will be written for those who fail to
observe parking and road restrictions.
Speaking about picking students up after school, there are too many who are still waiting for mum or Dad well after
4:00pm. Last week one student wasn’t picked up until 5.20pm. This puts unnecessary stress on teachers who are
expected to attend meetings most nights from 3.45pm. We have a new wonderful before and after school care
program for this very purpose. I encourage all families to register with Extend so your child can be suitably supervised
after school on a regular basis or on the odd occasion when you are held up. It is not acceptable and quite
inconsiderate to expect the school to look after your child/ren until well after 5pm, and I hate to say it but we have
some serial offenders who have little regard for this issue which causes frustration for our staff.
Further to the after school care issue, I visit the library at MC2 regularly and a number of students go there after
school. It is illegal for any child under the age of 12 to go to a Library without an elder to look after them. The staff at
the Library have expressed concern for students who are well under 12 years old, who have been alone as late as
6pm. Once again, this show a disregard and lack of respect for the staff of the library. We need to make a decision to
care for our children properly to ensure they are safe and sound at all times. In recent weeks there have also been
complaints about our students, easily identifiable due to the uniform, who are running around in the Library, coming
and going to the shop to purchase soft drink etc. Not only are these children not suitably supervised but it doesn’t
look good for our school. We are working closely with the Library to ensure safety and supervision, but we need your
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help. Please consider what your child is doing after school and ask, are they in a safe environment and do you really
know where they are and who they are with. The Library is not a child care centre. Please take advantage of our
OOSHC program for the safety and sake of your children and your (and our) peace of mind)
I thank you for your support on this issue in advance.
On Thursday 18th March Doncaster Primary School coordinated and ran the Manningham Assistant Principal network
meeting. Sandra has undertaken to coordinate this for the network as a way to develop strong links between the
Assistant Principals and their schools. As a collegiate group they shared professional development that was delivered
by:
Alice Young who is the Koorie Engagement School Officer, she shared about her role, how she can support schools
and families and how they can engage with indigenous communities.
Parminder Kaur Presented to the group about her role as the Regional Disabilities Coordinator, expectations of the
region and schools, and the new school support services model that is currently being rolled out across the state.
David Rose and Therese Raulin talked about statutory out of home care and the LOOKOUT Centre.
Madeline Parker provided an overview of her regional role, an update on Victorian Curriculum and assessment and
reporting requirements for 2019 and the Tools to Enhance Assessment Literacy for EAL (TEAL) website and the
reading and vocabulary adaptive test available for EAL for years 3 to 10.
Matthew Greening is the service delivery manager who coordinates the school based technicians and manages ICT at
a region level, he talked about the current audit for schools and how he can support schools and their technicians.
Leah North and Stef Tipping presented to the group about respectful relationships and their roles as the liaison
officers.
The agenda was full and very informative for the 19 APs from across our Manningham schools, (Primary, Secondary
and Special) that attended. The AP Network will meet again next term to further their professional development and
to continue to strengthen the links between schools and continue their collegiate dialogue.
A huge thank you to all parents/carers for supporting our secondhand uniform sale on 15/3. You have helped raise
important funds for the school.
Special thanks to our School Council as well as Andrea, Antoinette, Claire, Erina, Gabby, Jenny, Krystle, Leandra, Mal,
Maggie, Rani and Vivian who volunteered their time and efforts to the sale.
Thank you and please keep on supporting the fantastic work of our PFG.
Alison , PFG 2nd hand uniform sale co-ordinator.

Finally, I would like to say a big THANKYOU to Lisa Reuss and Rebecca Rolfe in our front office for their work. Last week
we had a full administrative audit and I am pleased, and not surprised to say the report was exemplary. Well done to
our wonderful office staff.

Many thanks for your continued support in giving your child a great education @ DPS!
Jim Hill
Principal
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The following students were presented their Student of the week certificates at the assembly
on Friday 22nd March, 2019
PF

Ava

For always making sure that everyone in the class knows what they have to do. You are so helpful.

PQ

Mason

For always finding different words and letters in our morning reading aloud session. You are amazing, keep it
up!

PS

Mika

For always contributing to class discussions and producing his best work. You are a superstar!

1K

Shekhar

For always working hard in class and showing great kindness towards his friends.

1P

Wayne

For correctly forming the letter Qq neatly on the lines. Well Done Wayne for trying your best.

1Q

Dylan

For a fabulous improvement in Reading and Handwriting.

2C

Parsa

For settling extremely well and making an amazing effort with exceptional handwriting. Well done Parsa!

3B

Alex

For showing excellent improvement with his focus during learning time and making positive contributions to
the class.

3D

Adaliah

Awarded to Adaliah in recognition of her care for others, helpful nature and desire to seek out responsibility.

3L

Jaeyln

For consistently giving her best effort to all curriculum areas and never giving up when things might become
challenging.

4G

Andrew

For your motivation to help in any way in the classroom, for your gentle reminders to the class to stay
focussed when required, for your constant awareness of aiming high in all set tasks. Well done Andrew!

4P

Jannah

For her outstanding efforts in managing and organising the classroom. I have greatly appreciated her
consistent efforts and use of initiative during morning setup and packing up in the afternoons. She does not
wait to be asked. She sees a problem and goes about remedying it. A well-earned ‘Certificate of Recognition.’

4SM

Elina

For always working hard to produce fabulous work. Your persuasive poster was outstanding! Keep up the
great work

5B

Payoja

For an outstanding effort with your persuasive writing piece.

5C

Madison

For her proposed bill to pass through the House of Representatives.

5G

Sarah

For producing a creative, interesting and detailed narrative titled ‘A Different World’. Well done Sarah. Your
written work is extremely impressive.

5K

Jeevessh

For: completing all classroom tasks and taking pride in his presentation of work.

6F

Jenny

Awarded to Jenny for the initiative, foresight and maturity she shows in our classroom. Jenny has the ability to
think for herself and make decisions with confidence. As well as being a reliable and organized student, Jenny
applies her best effort and completes all work to a high standard. It is a pleasure to have Jenny in 6F.

6J

Keira

For putting in her personal best effort and taking great responsibility in her role as Wellbeing Co-ordinator.
Keep up the great work.

6K

Yasmin

For her consistently positive attitude and calm demeanour in the classroom. Yasmin was an excellent role
model during our Harmony Day lunch with the younger students.
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6R

Harvey

For the encouragement, support and advice you provided to your team mates during our inter-school sports
practice. Your positive attitude and enthusiasm also helped to make it a fun game. Keep up the great work!

6W

Athena

You are a wonderfully conscientious student; super organised, a strong work ethic, meticulous and always
ready to help those around you. Keep up the brilliant work.

P.E
Award

Isabella

For always giving her best effort at every PE task provided. Isabella's cross country result this week was a
wonderful example of what you can achieve when you give 100%.

P.E
Award

Bardia

For 'having a go' at the beep test last week. While Bardia is often out of his comfort zone in areas of PE it was
very pleasing to see him attempt the assessment to the best of his ability. Great effort!

Congratulations!
Keep Aiming Higher
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Prep Level
Literacy Focus: In Literacy, students will continue to learn about predicting from the front cover, title and pictures
in a book. They will learn the print strategy ‘use a word you know’’. They will focus on the sounds/letters in the
words LEG and BED, with a focus on the sounds L, G and B and D. They will continue to experiment with
developing their handwriting style by using chalkboards, whiteboards, tracing templates and explicit teaching on
dotted thirds.
Numeracy Focus: The students will continue to develop their number sense with a focus on the numbers 0-10.
They will also revise 2D shapes and learn about patterns.
Theme: Prep students will be learning about fire safety. They will participate in a full day of teddy bear activities
and will share their learnings in an ‘expo’ with their parents.
Special Events: Fire Education, Teddy Bear Picnic, Thematics Expo

Level One
Literacy Focus: In Literacy, students are writing information reports. Writing creativity is being developed through
work on alliteration poetry. Students will be writing recounts with each sentence starting with a different word.
Predicting skills will be explored through a variety of picture story books.
Numeracy Focus: The students will refine their understanding of time, ensuring they can recognise o’clock and half
past. Basic number skills will continue to be developed through daily quick maths.
Theme: We will focus on our school values, ensuring recognition and understanding the meaning of Honesty and
Integrity, Respect, Fairness and Equity, Teamwork.
Special Events: Easter Celebration Service on Monday 1st April and Easter Dress up and Easter Bonnet Parade on
Friday 5th April.

Level Two
Literacy Focus: In Literacy, students continue to make predictions while reading and begin to record their
thinking using sticky notes throughout their texts. Students continue to plan and begin to write their own narrative.
Numeracy Focus: Students will continue to practise counting patterns moving forwards and backwards by 1’s, 2’s,
5’s and 10’s starting at varied points. They will also continue with ladder counting where they count backwards
from any given number. Our main concept focus this week is ‘Chance’ and the Level Two’s will learn many new
games that involve an element of chance.
Theme: Our theme focus this week is Easter and celebrations that are important to us. Carrying on from our
Cultural Diversity focus and our performance at assembly, we will discuss Easter and how different cultures
celebrate this event.
Special Events: Woolworths Discovery Tour - April 2nd
If you have a WWC and would like to come with us on our adventure to Woolworths, please see your child’s
teacher.

Level Three
Literacy Focus: The Level Three students will continue developing their ability to predict, in particular using text
type and author’s purpose to assist them. They will explore the structure and language features of persuasive texts.
In Writing, they will complete revising their narratives and begin publishing. Students will continue with their
weekly SMART spelling focus.
Numeracy Focus: The students will be developing their understanding of the connection between addition and
subtraction. They will learn how fact families can assist with subtraction problems and explore different ways
subtraction problems can be presented. They will continue to work on their automatic recall of times table facts.
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Theme: Students will explore and learn about growth mindset and how they can apply this in their everyday lives.
They will learn about identifying feeling safe and unsafe and what to do when they are feeling unsafe.
Special Events: Easter Celebrations

Level Four
Literacy Focus: In Literacy, students will continue to make predictions when reading a range of fiction and
nonfiction texts. They will analyse expositions, focusing on the structure and language of these texts. They will
create their persuasive pieces based on the topics of Teamwork, Bullying and Positive Mindset.
Numeracy Focus: Students will complete whole number and place value tasks. They will connect addition with
multiplication and explore patterns associated with multiplication. Students will work with metric measurements
and analogue time. Students will continue to revise taught concepts.
Theme: In the final weeks of term, students will visit the BTYC gymnastics complex to further explore the benefits
of exercise to a healthy mind and body. They will participate in a teambuilding incursion which builds on their
ability to work in groups and partnerships, and continue to build on their understanding of managing difficult
emotions.
Special Events: BTYC Gymnastics Excursion, Team Building incursion, Easter Celebrations

Level Five
Literacy Focus: The Level Five students will continue to discuss and record their predictions when reading their
iPick books. They will explore a range of different text types and determine an author’s purpose. The students will
create an advertisement and include persuasive devices to promote their idea/product and influence the reader.
Numeracy Focus: The students will learn the order of operations (BODMAS) to solve problems involving the four
processes. They will generate data through surveying their peers and represent their findings in the form of a chosen
graph. The students will begin to compare and order fractions.
Theme: The students will demonstrate their understandings of all concepts and topics taught throughout the term
including: what they the need to know and do to stay healthy, what identity means, what human rights are, the role
of the government and how laws are created and enforced.
Special Events: The Human Development Workshop, Kate Wilde Parent Information evening (Wednesday 3rd
April at 6:30 pm in the Junior School Building), Easter Celebrations.

Level Six
Literacy Focus: The Level 6 students will continue to refine their understanding of the purpose for persuasive
writing. Students will write a persuasive piece on a health related topic. They will write a piece that includes an
introduction, arguments, supporting evidence and a conclusion. Spelling rules are being taught, so please ask your
child to recite them.
Numeracy Focus: We will be concluding our Fractions and Decimals unit in our Flexible Maths groups. We will
simplify fractions, add fractions with the same and different denominators, work with decimals and percentages. We
will pre-test for Area in readiness for Term 2.
Theme: We will be concluding our Health topic for the term. Students will be finalising their Health project. In
STEM, students will be constructing a healthy community, so they may be gathering materials at home to bring to
school. Homework will include a tech free night, so please enjoy quality time spent with your child.
Special Events: The Human Development Workshop, Kate Wilde Parent Information evening (Wednesday 3rd
April at 6:30 pm in the Junior School Building), Easter Celebration Service on Monday 1st April and Easter Dress
up on Friday 5th April.
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What a successful week Cultural Diversity Week was! It was wonderful recognising
and celebrating different cultures and customs.

On Thursday, The Year 2-6 classes completed a
school scavenger hunt using QR codes to test their
cultural knowledge. Each class was paired up with a different grade. The teamwork,
communication and support impressed us. The Prep and Year 1 students learnt a
song about differences.

On Harmony Day, March 21st, the children all ate lunch together on
the oval. The students were asked to get to know a new member of
the school community. It gave us a lot of pride seeing children of
different ages interacting.
Our cultural assembly allowed us to enjoy all the attire worn and
celebrate Persian New Year. We also awarded our JSC colouring
competition winners.

We received many entries for our competition for our cultural diversity. The
attached photos are the work of the children who won. These children need to
see Mrs Ferizis for a prize.

All in all, it really was a fantastic
week.
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We wish to thank the following community cultural businesses who donated vouchers for our competitions: Sugar Art,
Melissa, BBQ K, Pacino's, Meno Zero, Zero95 Pizza Bar and La Porchetta
Thank you to Farah and Zolfa who helped us learn more about Persian New Year.
We would also like to Thank Rebecca and Nicole who served the Gelati and Ice cream on Tuesday and Thursday.

Celebrating our Cultural
Diversity with a Dress Up Day
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Wellbeing Wrap Up
Doncaster Primary School is proud to be introducing a Peer Mediation Program to help resolve low-level conflict on
the playground. Several Year 5 students have undergone a detailed training program to ensure they have the
knowledge and skills to successfully deal with such situations. Mediation opens up communication channels and
allows students to discuss their problems with the guidance of mediators and come to a reasonable resolution. The
peer mediators are trained in basic leadership skills and a six step process for mediating disputes. They are also
trained to identify and pass on serious or complicated issues for a teacher to resolve. The peer mediators will wear
green vests on the playground. They will come and introduce themselves to the students this week and explain their
role. We are fortunate Doncaster Primary School allows students to develop leadership skills and gives older
students opportunities to step up and be active members of their school community.

Friday the 15th was National Day Against Bullying. It was wonderful seeing the students make their anti-bullying
headbands and stand united in 'say no to bullying'. Each grade undertook an age appropriate activity against antibullying and then each Ubuntu group completed an anti-bullying activity and made their headbands. The discussions
were meaningful and highlighted our school stance against bullying.
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Sausage Sizzle
When - Wednesday 3rd April
Time – Lunchtime 1:40 -2:30pm
Cost - $2 for each sausage with bread and sauce or
$3 for each vegie burger with bread and sauce
Icy–poles $1

Where - outside the Library

All money raised will be split equally between the school and
the ‘Live for Lily Foundation’.
The ‘Live for Lily Foundation’ donates all money raised to the
Children’s Cancer Institute to fund vital research into children’s
cancer prevention, treatment and awareness.
https://liveforlily.org.au/
https://liveforlily.org.au/product/donate-in-support-of-martin-spinks-for-ride-for-lily-2019/
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We are holding our 2019 House Cross Country on Wednesday, May 8. This event
will include all students throughout the school and will be a great opportunity to
cheer on your children and help raise valuable funds. Children can collect a prize
for raising as little as $10.
The major item to be purchased through the fundraising effort will be a large net
to be installed behind the goals on the oval. This will reduce the risk of injuries
from balls entering the senior playground from soccer and football games.
Further information will be provided in the booklets which are going home with
children this week.
I look forward to your ongoing support and hope to see you there on the day.
Martin Spinks
Physical Education Teacher

School Banking Program
Our school is participating in the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program. Doncaster Primary
School’s banking day is Tuesday.
Students who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through School Banking earn Dollarmites
tokens which they can redeem for a prize. It’s also a great fundraising activity, our school receives $5
for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an annual contribution.
You can now open an account online, it takes just a few minutes. Visit
www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking. Alternatively, visit a branch with your child's birth
certificate and your licence.
To make this program viable, we need to make sure there are enough volunteers to help us with
the program. Parent Volunteers meet on a Tuesday at 9am. Processing bank books and counting
deposits usually takes about 30mins to 1 hour. If you are interested in joining the team please
return the form below to the school office.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Yes, I am interested in helping with the School Banking program.
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________
Availability: _________________________________________________
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EXTEND UPDATE.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Design a maze

Heart art

Math challenge

Make frozen
dinosaur eggs

Learning clocks

Slime time

Making ice-cream

Baseball
tournament

Cake baking

Make vegetarian
pizza

What’s Been Happening?
This term we have successfully achieved our first goal that getting to know each other. The children have been
exploring science, cooking, sport, craft and art activities. Our favourite activity is making ice cream without having to
use the freezer...magic! The children continue to request to make it over and over again.

Enrol and book now: extend.com.au
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