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From the Principal’s Desk  

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY to all our Mums!! 

 

On Friday morning we have the Junior School Council organising a special mother’s day breakfast from 8.15am 

in the junior building!! All mothers, grandmothers and even fathers are welcome. I would like to wish all 

Mothers a Happy Mother’s Day and thank you for all you do! I hope you are spoilt on Sunday! 

SOMERS CAMP 

As I write this report, we have eight lucky Grade 5 students returning home after a nine day camp at Somers. 

Every two years we are allocated a number of places at this camp. This year we could send eight lucky students 

whose names were pulled out of the hat. Nine days is a big camp for such young children, but all reports 

indicate they had an absolute ball. I encourage all parents to put your child forward when they’re in Grade 5 for 

what is an amazing experience. We look forward to hearing all about it. 

CANBERRA 

Two week ago our Grade 6’s went to Canberra for their camp. I have had numerous compliments and reports 

on how well mannered our students were on this trip. Again, it was a big week including flights and visiting 

numerous sights and events, a highlight being the dawn service at the War memorial. Students had to get up 

at 3am!!! And, I am told not one of them complained, they bounced out of bed and were on their way. We, at 

DPS know we have great kids, but it is heart-warming when we are told this by people outside the school. At 

some venues they said DPS kids were the best they had ever hosted. They did us proud, many stories have 

been told, and memories made. A big thank you to our staff for the organisation of a wonderful experience. 

 

While I am thanking people, I would like to thank everyone for their well wishes when I was away the last two 

weeks. I had a nasty dose of, what I thought was the flu! Turns out, it wasn’t actually the flu. If the flu is worse, I 

hope I never get it because I spent days in bed feeling sorry for myself. Thank you also to our leadership team 

whom Sandra Bishop ably led in my absence. I have now made enquiries to get the flu jab for all staff!! I 

encourage everyone to do the same. 

Now that I am back at work, I have a lot to do in the next two weeks because on May 21st until July 15th I will 

be taking my first Long Service Leave ever. I am travelling to the UK, the main reason being to run in the 

Edinburgh half marathon. While I’m confident of finishing, I’m not confident of the time it might take. I just 
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hope I get to the finish line before they start packing up!! I do go with some confidence however, as I recently 

surprised myself by completing the Geelong half marathon much easier than expected. 

Prior to my leave I am having another Principal’s Morning Tea on May 17th at 9am. This is an opportunity to 

come along, have a cuppa and chat informally about what we are working towards at DPS. In the past, this has 

been an enjoyable way to get to know parents who have asked a range of questions about what is happening 

at the school. 
 

NAPLAN 

Next week is a very important week for schools around the entire country because the NAPLAN testing takes 

place. Some schools take this more seriously than others. It is one set of tests that provide data that is useful, it 

is however one test. It provides information and when combined with other results we can gain a clear picture 

of how students are progressing in their learning. On its own, NAPLAN is not the be all and end all of how 

students are going and it is important to keep this in mind. To ensure our students are well prepared we have 

run NAPLAN Bootcamp in recent weeks and this will remove some of the anxiety often experienced by 

students when sitting exams. I am confident our programs and the level of understanding our teachers have of 

our students that DPS will do well. Thank you to our teachers for the extra preparation they have done to 

support our students in this regard. We look forward to receiving results later in the year which will be shared 

with parents. 

EDUCATION WEEK 

Education week is coming up. It is from Monday May 21st untiul Friday 25th. We have developed a theme called 

“Doors to Success” and over the course of the week a number of special events and activities will take place. 

We have an information evening on the 22nd, open classrooms, students will lead school tours, we have a cake 

stall, the biggest morning tea and so much more. Please mark this week in your diary and come and visit your 

school, observe what happens in our wonderful classrooms and see our kids shine! 

GRADE 3 and GRADE 5 PRODUCTION 

Don’t forget we have the Grade 3 and grade 5 productions this term. This will be held at the Doncaster 

Secondary College theatre on June 28th. Rehearsals are well under way. Students are learning their lines as well 

as many dance steps with STOMP DC for what promises to be an exciting performance. For the first time, we 

are going to run matinee shows. We think students work so hard to develop their show that it is worthy of 

more than one performance. This also offers a different time for families and friends to see the shows. Ticket 

information will be provided in due course, so watch this space as the excitement is building! 

Jim Hill 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Hello from the PFA 

Our Mother’s Day Stall was even bigger and better this year!  The students all loved the great variety of gifts available 

and are now experienced shoppers.  The event ran very smoothly and a new record profit was made.  $1,761.00 was 

raised for our great school.  Well done everybody! A big thank you to all our PFA members and volunteers on the day! 

Without your support our fundraising events would not be possible. 

 Also a huge thank you to our special parent Adele Khoo.  Each year Adele donates the gifts bags for our Mothers and 

Fathers day stalls, courtesy of her business “Packitin” . 

The students can decorate their gift bags and they have become a great highlight of our stalls. 

 A very happy Mother’s Day to all and we hope you enjoy your gifts on Sunday!! 

From the Mother's Day Stall Team - Lynda, Kah Yee, Sharon and Jenny 
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Our next PFA Meeting will be Wed 6th June, at 9am in the Staff Room. 
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Live for Lily Ride to the Rock 2018 

As many of you are aware during the first term school holidays I completed the Live for Lily Ride to the Rock 

helping to raise money to cure childhood cancer. Our ride began at the start of the Oodnadatta track in South 

Australia and continued for the next 6 days finally finishing in Uluru, Central Australia. 

The ride was extremely difficult to say the least and definitely harder than expected. Each morning saw our 

little band of 12 riders up at 4.30am, pack up our tents and camp site, make our lunch, eat breakfast and be 

ready to ride at 5.30am. It was very strange lathering myself in sunscreen in the pitch black of early morning 

ready for a day in the sun. 

Each day saw us contend with scorching heat, every day being over 36 degrees, flies like I have never seen, so 

bad that we all had to wear fly nets over our helmets and some very, very rough roads. The combination of 

corrugation, fist size rocks and sand, that we often had to get off and walk through, made the going really 

slow and difficult often meaning we were on the bike for 12-15 hours each day. Needless to say 6 days was 

long enough! 

Since returning and having time to reflect on what an amazing feat we were able to complete, I’m feeling very 

proud. Our small group of 12 riders and 20 support crew and family were able to raise just under $120,000.00. 

The school community helping us reach this amazing total. I want to thank everyone once again for their 

support of me in doing this ride and know that through the Live for Lily Foundation the money raised will go to 

helping find a cure for this horrible disease. 

If you would like to see some photos of our adventure please go to the Live for Lily facebook page. Feel free to 

like it and share it. The more people who know about this wonderful foundation the better. 

Kind regards 

Janelle Spinks  
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Walk Safely to School Day is on Friday 18th May 2018 

 

 

 Walk Safely to School Day (WSTSD) is an annual, national event when all primary school 

children are encouraged to walk and commute safely to school. It is a community event seeking to 

promote road safety, health, public transport and the environment. 

WSTSD promotes the important message that active kids are healthy kids. The event encourages 

parents, carers and their children to build regular walking to and from school into their daily routine. 

Children need a minimum of 60minutes exercise per day. Encouraging less driving and more walking 

aims to decrease dangerous vehicle congestion around schools and reduce carbon emissions from 

idling cars. Lastly, it is just a nice way to be part of your community.  

All students who walk/ride/skate/scooter to school on this day will go into the draw for a $30 Rebel 

voucher which will awarded at our afternoon assembly on the day.  

Good Reasons to Walk your Child to School  

Walking to school is an excellent way for kids and parents to spend quality time together away from 
electronics and distractions. 

Walking to school can be a time to develop skills like balancing, hopping, and jumping without even 
knowing it. 

Walking to school is a great way to increase your child’s physical activity so that they get closer to the 
recommended amount of daily physical activity. 

Recent research has shown that children who walk to school arrive in a calmer frame of mind, ready 

to cope with the work of the day. 

Walking to school will give you the chance to talk to your child and enforce some of the road safety 

messages. Set a good example to your child. 

No more hassle of school gate parking, which can put children (including yours) in danger. 

Walking to school means one less car on the road reducing congestion and pollution. 

20% of all rush hour traffic is made up of people doing the school run. 

Even if you live out of the school's catchment area there is nothing to stop you parking a reasonable 

distance from the school where it is easier to park and walk the rest of the way. 
 

 

 

 

https://activeforlife.com/one-mom-kids-more-active/
https://activeforlife.com/physical-literacy-daily-routine/
https://activeforlife.com/a-minute-to-get-active/
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2018 International Competition and Assessments 

for Schools (ICAS) 
Apologies that in our last newsletter the publicised starting times for the competitions was inaccurate. Most of the 

times are now slightly later than promoted a fortnight ago so you can all enjoy another ten minutes in bed for some 

competitions!! 

Please put the following dates and times in your calendar if your child is participating in ICAS. 

The dates, times and classroom locations of each test will also be placed on the compass calendar closer to the date 

of each competition. 

ICAS Subject Date Starting Time 
Science Tuesday 29th May 2018 7.45am 

Spelling Wednesday 13th June 2018 7.45am 

Writing Thursday 14th June 2018 8.00am 

English Tuesday 31st July 2018 7.40am 

Mathematics Tuesday 14th August 2018 7.40am 
  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  

Eleanna is our 2018 Tennis 

Superstar!! 

 

Eleanna's performance at our Interschool Sport tennis 

competition earned her a spot at the District Tennis 

Competition. Eleanna was successful at the Division 

Competition and has made it through to Region.   

Eleanna started at DPS 7 months ago, when she migrated 

here from Greece. She has been playing for 7 years and 

currently trains at the Doncaster Tennis Club. Eleanna's 

determination, discipline and passion hold her in good stead 

for continued success. 

Congratulations Eleanna and we wish you all the best for 

this next stage.  
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School Banking 
 

Are you part of the School Banking Program?  Did you know $5 for every new account opened 

and 5% of every deposit made is contributed to our school.   

You can now open an account online; it takes just a few minutes.  Visit 

www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking.  Alternatively take your child’s birth certificate and 

your licence to any branch. 

 

 

Support your school. 

Entertainment Book now ready to order. 

Simply visit the Entertainment Membership: 

www.entbook.com.au/93p5463 

or purchase at the office 

 
$70 

Guess the number of Sports for Schools Coles tokens: 
 

Come into the office and make a guess as to how many tokens we have for 
your chance to win a free soccer/ basketball or football. Simply write your 

child's name, grade and guess in the sheet on the table in the office. 
At our last count we had 22,107 - so please make a guess larger than that 

number. Only one guess per child please. 
 

http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
http://www.entbook.com.au/93p5463


Page 18 
 

 

 

 

 



Page 19 
 

 



Page 20 
 

 

 

 

  


