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From the Principal’s Desk 

Drop Off and Pick Up 

Every day I am at the front or back gate greeting students and parents in the mornings and again in the afternoons. 

Often parents ask for a few minutes to discuss something, so I make myself available to chat. If you don’t see me at 

the gate it is probably because I am meeting with a student, parent or family as I like to make myself available every 

day. It is also a great way to start the day, meeting and greeting the happy faces as the bounce into schools. This is 

contrary to “the whining school-boy, with his satchel and shining morning face, creeping like snail unwillingly to 

school” as Shakespeare wrote in As You Like It. We are so fortunate to have such happy students at DPS. 

For this very reason, I once again ask that all parents take greater care around the school at drop off and pick up 

times. I have personally observed some “amazing” sights in terms of driving. We all need to take responsibility for 

the safety and wellbeing of our students and do whatever we can to keep them safe. Please, for example, observe 

road rules, parking lines and also use the crossing. I often see parents telling children to make a run for it across 

Council Street within metres of the crossing. 

Please note that the crossing on Council Street is supervised from 8.15am until 9am. A number of students arrive 

after 9am, at which time the crossing is not supervised, thereby putting students at unnecessary risk. Please be on 

time and take care around our school so we can ensure the safety of our children. 
 

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITY - CLUBS 

As mentioned previously, we have a number of new after school clubs. Teachers have been willing to give their time 

to enrich the learning environment at DPS by offering activities for our students. Clubs include Origami club, 

Homework club, Zumba club,  STEM club and Indonesian club. All of these clubs take place after school on Thursdays 

between 3:45 – 4:30pm weekly. Students interested had to sign up for the entire term. This is not an opt in or out 

each week. If a child signs up for Homework club there is an expectation, they will attend every week for the term. If 

they miss two weeks in a row, they will be excluded from the club.  

AFTER SCHOOL SUPERVISION 

After school, there has been a number of students leaving the school grounds to go to Seven Eleven where they 

purchase a slurpee or a snack. Students then come back to school to be collected. I request that student are not 

encouraged to do this. Once they leave, they are no longer under the supervision of the school and should not 

therefore return. Students have been known to go out of the school for over half an hour which puts us in a 

precarious position. If children are not collected within a reasonable time after school they can access the After 

School Care Program. I thank you for your understanding on this matter.

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 
Thursday 1st      - Level 6 Cyber Safety 
                             - Mad Hatter’s Tea Party 
Monday 5th        - L3 mind & Body Incursion 
Tuesday 6th        - L4 BTYC Gymnastics 
                            -Live for Lily Sausage Sizzle 
Wednesday 7th – L5 Cyber Safety 
Thursday 8th       - L6 Cyber Safety 
Friday 9th           - Assembly 
Monday 12th     - LABOUR DAY (School Closed) 
Tuesday 13th     - L4 BYTC Gymnastics 
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EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS 

Please check your child’s emergency contact details. This is very important because if we need to contact you in an 

emergency we will obviously need the correct contact details. We need the phone numbers of parents and/or primary 

care givers as well as an extra contact. If we are unable to reach any emergency contacts, we will call Police or 

Ambulance without consent, which may be the only option. Details can be checked and updated on Compass and I urge 

all families to ensure the information is current. 

ICY POLES 

Our Canteen is now online as you know, we have however, introduced lunchtime icy pole sales/. Our Junior School 

Council & senior students are selling these at lunchtime from the canteen. Princes are $1 or $1.50 and we ask that 

student have the right money to avoid issues with change, lost money etc. I have also seen some students with $10 

notes and they have tried to purchase up to five icy poles – “for friends”. This is not allowed. We cannot have students 

buying icy poles for their friends as this will almost certainly cause issues in the playground and we never allow the 

sharing of food due to allergies etc.  

It has been great to see so many happy children buying an icy pole at lunchtime and we want this to continue. Thankyou 

for your support with sending the correct money and please remind your children they can only purchase one icy pole 

per day. 

WELCOME SARAH McINTOSH our CHAPLAIN 

I’m thrilled to have the privilege to be chaplain at Doncaster Primary School. I look forward to getting to know you in the 
weeks ahead. For now, this is what I hope to do in my role as chaplain - get to know the school community and become 
as much a part of it as you, the students, staff and parents want me to be. I’ll be working Wednesdays and Fridays each 
week and will be available for anyone who wants to talk to me, either as they find me, or by appointment. I plan to be 
here before school starts on both days. I can be contacted via email on mcintosh.sarah.a@edumail.vic.gov.au  
So - a little about me! I’m married to James and we have 3 sons. James works as an engineer with GM Holden (yes, he 
gets to drive cars really fast!). Ben (16) is a gymnast, Tim (13) plays soccer and cricket & Matt (10) spends hours building 
his Minecraft world. If you're wondering what to talk about with me, here are three things you can ask me about: South 
America, Zena and white chocolate!  
If and when a child’s wellbeing is suffering – speaking to a chaplain may help. A child’s wellbeing has to be a priority if 
we expect them to learn. If a child is sick, or is overly worried or anxious, if there are serious problems at home, or 
parents are absent or unwell, if there is family breakdown, or a death in the family, or a number of changes have 
occurred in a child’s life – they may struggle with learning and settling at school. Please note that students must have 
parental or carer permission to see me. 

 

What does a chaplain do?  

If and when a child’s wellbeing is suffering – speaking to a chaplain may help. In many instances, 
people, and not just children, may benefit from having someone listen to them, someone who is not 
involved in the situation, or is one step removed. I can offer support and advice, and if there is a need 
for further intervention, I can refer people on to other support agencies both within our school and 
from our local community. I work closely in conjunction with the school principal and assistant 
principal, and will work with the classroom teachers of those students who are seeing me, to ensure 
that the students are receiving the additional wellbeing support they may need in the classroom. 
Students must have parental or carer permission to see me. It’s a privilege to help kids become better 
friends; journey with families through tough times and see them out the other side and help kids develop confidence 
and resilience and improvement in behaviour and in their learning.  

I seek to bring high quality wellbeing programs into our school. Previously, I have run Revved Up for Grade 4 boys, and 
overseen the running of MAT (Martial Arts Program) and BOLT (Bikes Over Lunchtime) program. I meet regularly with 
wellbeing support agencies from our local community, such as SFYS (School Youth Focus Service) and Parent Educators 
Network. Please feel free to come and ask me any questions about my work. And please do not hesitate to get in touch 
if you or your child would benefit from some wellbeing support. 

 Sarah McIntosh, School Chaplain 

mailto:mcintosh.sarah.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Meet Christian 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Christian and I am school captain. I love fishing and playing sport. As a school 

captain, I am looking forward to running assemblies and being a good role model. I want to 

make 2018 at DPS AWESOME for everyone! 

Meet Frenanda 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Frenanda. I am currently 11 years old. I enjoy playing many sports, badminton and 

athletics are my favourite. PE and reading are the subjects I am interested in the most. I want 

to become a teacher because I enjoy working with and helping others. 

Meet Johnathan 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Johnathan and I am one of your 2018 school captains. I am 11 years old and I am 

in 6K. My teacher is Mrs. Keen. I am one of five people in my family. My Mum, Dad and I have 

two brothers Thomas and Nicholas. My favourite thing to do is play soccer with my brothers. 
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Meet Sophia 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Sophia, I am one of your 2018 school captains. I enjoy swimming, football and 

travelling. My favourite subjects are PE, English and Mathematics. This year I am looking 

forward to running assemblies and getting to know all of the students at DPS. 

Meet Abhishek 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Abhishek. I am 11 years old. I like tennis a lot and I play it with my friends at 

school. I find Science interesting. I wouldn’t mind being an artist when I grow up. Other 

professions that I have thought of are scientist, costume designer or businessman. 

Meet Stephanie 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Stephanie. This year I am proud to be one of your 2018 school captains. I love 

playing basketball. One of my favourite subjects at school is English, and I absolutely enjoy making 

things happen. That is what I will do this year. Don’t forget to try your best, and always aim high! 
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DONCASTER PRIMARY SCHOOL OATH 

At every assembly, we sing the national anthem, we also recite the School Oath which goes like this; 

We are standing with friends we care for and respect 

The flag reminds us Australia is our home 

We must do our best to be just and lawful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 You Can Do It! Education at Doncaster Primary School 

Beginning the school year is always an exciting, if not slightly hectic, time. There are so 

many new people to meet, new friendships to form and new routines to learn. It can 

also be a very overwhelming time as we find our feet in a new level with different 

expectations. As part of our social-emotional learning, teachers have been using the 

school-wide You Can Do it! Education program to ensure that the first few weeks are as 

smooth as can be so that we are fully equipped to be the best versions of ourselves. 

This term’s topics are Organisation and Getting Along. Students from Prep to 6 have 

been learning to: 

 define and set appropriate goals;  

 organise their time and belongings;  

 have a growth mindset and ‘work tough’; and 

 identify what it means to be a true friend. 

 

COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS 

Thank you to everyone who has been collecting the 

Coles Sports for Schools vouchers. Keep them coming! 

We don’t need to worry about counting the vouchers, 

Coles will take care of that. Therefore, no need to 

worry about cutting and stapling them – just pop them 

straight in the collection box in the office foyer. Your 

support is much appreciated. 
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Stars of Prep 
 

Lucy PW - For the hard work and focus you 

put into EVERY lesson. You are an excellent 

role model. 

 

 

Stars of Level 3 
 

Jannah 3H – For being a wonderful Environmental 
Representative for 3H and working so well with Jin! Keep up 
the fantastic work Jannah! 
 

Jin 3H  – For being a great role model in 3H and working well 
with Jannah as an Environmental Representative. Brilliant 
work Jin! 
 

Taanvi 3B - For showing our 3Cs of teamwork, 
communication, cooperation and courage, consistently 
throughout the week! 
 

Sam 3L- For always using your manners. 

 

Stars of Level 2 
 

Joshua 2F - For being a responsible and reliable 
technology monitor. Thank you! 
 

Aaron 2E - For amazing work in Maths this week. 
 

Zac 2P - For give things a go and always trying his best. 

Stars of Level 5 
 

Alessia 5M - For your persevering through challenges in Maths 
this week! Well done for all your hard work! 
 

Tommy 5G - For contributing his thoughts and ideas to all class 
discussions and working well with others. 
 

Sara 5B - For completing all your work to a high standard. Keep 
it up Sara. 
 

 

Stars of Level 4 
 

Asia  4G -  For the improvements you have shown so far 

in Mathematics this year. Your place value 

understanding has grown so much. Well done! 

 

Specialist Awards 
PE AWARDS 
P- 2 Janella PL - For listening well in PE and sharing great 
ideas with the parachute games.  
 

3- 4 Apple 3B -  For making a great effort beginning 
cross country training this week.  
 

5-6 Hongfei - 6F for his outstanding individual 
performance representing DPS at District Swimming.  
 

Stars of Level 6 
 

Anthony 6M - Making a positive start to the year! I 

commend him for getting involved in many different 

activities, including a leadership position. 

Jessica 6K – for her consistently positive attitude in 

the classroom. Jessica is helpful and considerate and is 

a valued member of 6K. 

APPLE 6F - for sharing her positive attitude with our 
class. Her bubbly personality, inclusion of others and 
eagerness to learn assists to make our classroom a 
happy place.  
 

 

HOUSE POINTS 

Monash    6 

Flinders    5 

Lawson     5 

Phillip       3 
 

Stars of Level 1 
 

 

Angelina 1Q– For always doing her best and for 

helping others whenever she can. Well done! 

Eugene 1Q – For concentrating on improving his 

writing by adding more detail. Well done! 

Ella & Gabby from 1P are my students of the week 

this week 
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Our National Anthem 

Did you know our national anthem is only part of the original song? The two verses we sing are two of 

the five original verses. The words we sing at every assembly are highlighted here in red. It would be a 

very long anthem if we sang the whole song. 

ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR 

Australians all let us rejoice, 

For we are young and free; 

We've golden soil and wealth for toil, 

Our home is girt by sea; 

Our land abounds in Nature's gifts 

Of beauty rich and rare; 

In history's page, let every stage 

Advance Australia fair! 

In joyful strains then let us sing, 

"Advance Australia fair!" 

When gallant Cook from Albion sail'd, 

To trace wide oceans o'er, 

True British courage bore him on, 

Till he landed on our shore.  

Then here he raised Old England's flag, 

The standard of the brave; 

With all her faults we love her still, 

"Brittania rules the wave!" 

In joyful strains then let us sing, 

"Advance Australia Fair!" 

Beneath our radiant southern Cross, 

We'll toil with hearts and hands; 

To make this Commonwealth of ours 

Renowned of all the lands; 

For those who've come across the seas 

We've boundless plains to share; 

With courage let us all combine  

To advance Australia fair. 

In joyful strains then let us sing 

"Advance Australia fair!" 

While other nations of the globe  

Behold us from afar, 

We'll rise to high renown and shine 

Like our glorious southern star; 

From England, Scotia, Erin's Isle, 

Who come our lot to share, 

Let all combine with heart and hand 

To advance Australia fair! 

In joyful strains then let us sing 

"Advance Australia fair!" 

 

Sho'd foreign foe e'er sight our coast, 

Or dare a foot to land, 

We'll rouse to arms like sires of yore 

To guard our native strang; 

Brittania the shall surely know, 

Beyond wide ocean's roll, 

Her sons in fair Australia's land 

Still keep a British soul. 

In joyful strains the let us sing 

"Advance Australia fair!" 
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CURRICULUM CORNER 

By Larissa Vesdrevanis 

 

Doncaster Primary School values quality education with high expectations.  At DPS we provide an 
engaging, stimulating and challenging learning environment through a ‘Thematic’ approach to 

curriculum development. Below is an outline of the themes that the students in each year level will be 
learning  in Term 1 

 

 

TERM 1 2018 
You Can Do It Focus: Organisation 

Theme focus: Health  
Line of Inquiry based on the Victorian Curriculum 

 
Personal, Social and Community Health 

Being healthy, safe and active 
Communicating and interacting for health and wellbeing 

Contributing to healthy and active communities  
 

Year Level Theme Title Learning Focus 

Prep Me Students will learn about how they are growing and changing and 
will be able to identify different emotions. 

Grade 1 My Family My 

Friends &  Myself  

Students will learn to recognise and regulate emotions, understand 
the factors that contribute to resilience and develop empathy for 
others by building a framework for positive relationships. 

Grade 2 My Healthy 
School 

Students will learn how they can personally contribute to their 
classroom and school to keep everyone happy, healthy and safe. 
They will be able to describe some physical and social changes that 
occur as they grow older and how families might 
celebrate/acknowldge these changes in different ways. 

Grade 3 Healthy 
Relationships 

Students will learn about strategies to enhance their own and others’ 
health, safety and wellbeing at home, at school and in the 
community. They describe their own and others’ feelings and 
emotions and ways to recognise them. They investigate and practise 
ways to be a good team member. 

Grade 4 Healthy 
Communities 

Students will learn about the personal and social factors that support 

and contribute to their identities and emotional responses in varying 

situations 

Grade 5 Identity Students will learn the importance of adpoting and maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle and identify the factors that shape and influence 
identity. 

Grade 6 Health Students will learn about the various aspects of health which include 
social, emotional, physical and mental health with particular 

emphasis on preventative health. 
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QUICK GUIDE FOR USING COMPASS 
ON YOUR PERSONAL DEVICES 

 
 To Consent and Pay for events on Compass on your devices, open the App in browser mode. 
 Open the App (enter your username and password – if needed). 
 Click on the three horizontal lines in the top left hand corner – choose: Open in Browser. 
 Scroll over to the top, right hand side of the screen and look for the sections highlighted in yellow. Click on these 

links and follow the prompts. 
 

DOWNLOAD THE COMPASS APP 
 

 

If you don’t already have the Compass App on your phone, here is how you go about it:  
Go to your App store.  
Type “Compass School Manager” into the search area.  
Get / Download / Install onto your Device.  
Allow Push Notifications? – YES (a thousand times YES!!!)  A great way to know if something important has been 
post in Compass 
Type in your username and password.  
To use, click on the three horizontal lines in the top left hand corner – choose: Open in Browser. 

 

TURN ON PUSH NOTIFICATIONS FOR COMPASS 
 

Your Compass App has PUSH NOTIFICATIONS. Please enable this option on the App as we use 
this option to notify you of important events.  

This is how you can enable push notifications on most devices:  
Please go to SETTINGS  

Scroll down to the COMPASS APP icon  
Click on NOTIFICATIONS  

ALLOW Notifications (needs to be green) 

 

 

COMPASS: ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS & EARLY DEPARTURES 
 
 

Absences  
Parents are responsible for keeping up-to-date approvals for their children’s absences on Compass. When you logon 
onto your parent welcome page a short message will appear above the newsfeed on the top right hand side of the 
screen. You will then need to click on the link ‘Click here for more information’ where you will then see a list of times 
that your child was absent from school. By first clicking on the box of the dates 
needing your approval, then the “man” with the green tick on his shoulder, you 
will be able to approve your child’s absences. A detailed explanation of this 
process can be found in the ‘School Documentation’ section within the  

Community dropdown menu on the parent welcome page. 
 If you require any other help please do not hesitate to contact the school office.  

Late Arrivals and Early Departures  
Students who arrive ‘LATE to’ or ‘LEAVE EARLY from’ the school must also have “approvals” logged by parents. Please 
note that these can only be recorded after the fact as they are “time stamped” by Compass.  
All students who arrive late to school must report to the office to ensure they are not marked as absent for the first 

session; parents do not need to accompany the students on these occasions. However, students must always be signed 

out by a parent or carer that is listed as a student contact. If your child is being signed out by someone who is not 

authorised to do so, that adult must bring a letter of authority with them. 

Please contact the Office 98481122, Rebecca 
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Ice Cream Containers Needed 
 

As we begin the new school year the Green Team is in desperate need of plastic 
containers with lids for each of the classrooms. Ice cream containers are perfect. 
Children have been fantastic at composting their fruit and vegie scraps for our vegetable 
garden and worm farm. We would love to keep this momentum going into 2018. Not 
only does it reduce the rubbish in our school bins (which add to landfill) but also helps 
our garden as well. Containers can be left at the office or placed outside Room 7 (which 
is located at the end of the top basketball court). 
  
Many thanks  
Mr Spinks/ Green Team 
 

Taking Enrolments Now for 2019 

We are now taking enrolments.  
Do you have a younger child due to start school next year?  
Please collect an enrolment form from the office. 

 

 

 

 

School Banking Every Tuesday morning 

Are you part of the School Banking Program?  You can now open an account online; it takes just a few 

minutes.  Visit www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking.  Alternatively take your child’s birth certificate and 

your licence to any branch. 

Your child will soon receive the new rewards card for 2018. Bring your bank book in every TUESDAY 

If you would like to join the Banking Co-ordinator team contact mal.1@hotmail.com 

 

Hello from the PFA, 

Thank you to those new parents who attended our last meeting and offered their assistance in 
various forms - we look forward to getting to know you throughout the year. 

Thanks to Vicky, Liz, Alison, Jenny and Diana for helping us organise the uniform sale and a 
special thank you to our student helpers, Alexander, Karim, Jude, Georgia and Anthony. 

Next meeting - Wed 14th March 9am-10am in the OSHC room. 
We will be discussing Entertainment Book and Mother's Day activities and Class Reps. All DPS 
parents and carers are invited to join us, and Pre-schoolers are welcome. 
 

See you there, 
PFA Co-ordinators 
Gabby 3H/5M and Mal 1K/4G 
 

http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
mailto:mal.1@hotmail.com
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Friday Afterschool Badminton Coaching Classes 

 
Our school lunch time badminton program is now well underway with over 40 students participating every Thursday lunch 

time.  
  

In addition to our lunch time program, the coaches are beginning a private coaching session every Friday after school 

between 4 and 6pm for those students and families wanting additional tutoring. This program is tailored to help identify 
students weaknesses and help correct their skills in the game of badminton.  

Students are expected to provide their own racquets and wear appropriate  sports clothing and shoes.  
The coaching program will be held in the school gymnasium and incur a cost of $20 per student, per week. This will cover 

the cost of the coaches for 2 hours and hire of the gym. Classes will be limited to 24 students per term and will be 
commencing early March.  

For more information or to express an interest in participating, please contact Simon Gan or 0403 004 756 or 

simong@optusnet.com.au 
Brochures can also be obtained from Ms Newton in the PE office (P-2 Building) 

 

mailto:simong@optusnet.com.au
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