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From the Principal’s Desk ...... 

Welcome to the first newsletter for term 3! 

As always there is a lot planned for the term ahead. I encourage all parents to log on to Compass daily to ensure you 

keep up to date with events, activities and other calendared events. Teachers also enter “Chronicle Reports” relating to 

individual students, this can be for positive things or to highlight a concern. Compass is also the place where newsfeeds 

happen in real time, this can be a photo or report from an excursion or camp. If you need to know more about how 

Compass works, just call into the front office where our expert administration team can assist. 

Student Led Conferences 

SLC’s are an important part of our assessment process, Thankyou to all parents for participating in our first Student Led 

Conferences, feedback has been fantastic. The beauty of students leading the conference is that they are placed in the 

centre of the discussion and they share what they are proudest of. It proved to be quite an emotional process for many 

parents who were bursting with pride as they watched their child speak with such conviction and confidence about their 

learning. 

Naturally, if there are any concerns we are more than happy to make time to discuss these at a suitable time. From time 

to time parents have issues to discuss as do teachers, and by keeping communication open and fluid we can best 

support our students, your children. 

Another part of the assessment process is the formal written report. These are, as you know, online and available via 

Compass. At the start of this week there were over 100 unread reports. I therefore encourage all parents to access their 

child’s report so you can get an understanding of where they are with their learning. 

Enrolments for Prep 2019 
 

A reminder to all parents of siblings who are intending to start Prep in 2019,  enrolment forms are now due. We have 
held tours with dozens of families from outside the school who are all very keen for their children to study with us in 
2019. In order to best plan and manage this process for everyone, we ask that sibling enrolments are now 
completed. Just drop into the office to grab a form and complete the required information 

WELCOME 

I would like to welcome Jayne Hill back to DPS, Jayne has been on family leave and she will be teaching Grade 4WS class 

on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday each week. I would also like to welcome Kathey Coutaros to DPS. Kathey will be 

supporting and teaching EAL (English as an Additional Language) three days per week. Our enrolments seem to be 

growing and many new students have limited English skills so this is a valuable and much needed addition to our staffing 

profile. 

While I welcome Jayne and Kathey, I wish Athena Warren well who has taken leave for the rest of the year for personal 

reasons. Athena is a highly regarded and experienced member of our staff who will be missed, but we look forward to 

her return in 2019. 
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JULY 
Monday 23rd – L1 & L3 Swimming program 

Tuesday 24th – L6 Launchpad Incursion 

Friday 27th    - Prep 100 days Celebration 

                          Assembly 2.30pm 

Tuesday 31st - ICAS English Competition 7.40am 

                       -L4P MC Square Library tour 

AUGUST 

Monday 6th  - Bully Zero Parent Information Night 

Thursday 9th –L5 Bricks 4 Kidz Incursion 

Friday 10th    –L5 Bricks 4 Kidz Incursion   

                       -Assembly 2.30pm 



Page 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While in London I went to the famous Harrods store in Knightsbridge, as so may Aussies do. While 

there I saw this sculpture and it made me stop and think! I immediately thought, this is what education 

is about, making connections. What makes it even more powerful is the world map in the background. 

I have been known say that I believe teaching is about making connections. This sculpture reminded 

me of the life giver painting on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome.  

 

I absolutely love this sculpture and to me, it is a symbol of making connections, of a teacher reaching 

out and offering a caring supportive hand to students. The world map in the background made it even 

more relevant to me given we have children from all over the globe here at DPS, we are a global 

community.  I hope you like it as I really wanted to share it with our community. 

 

Jim Hill 
 

 

Changes to Attendance 

In Term 3, all Victorian government schools must be notified when a child is absent. 
 

This requirement supports student safety and wellbeing. Schools need to know when and why your child is 
absent and you, as parents/carers need to know if your child is not at school.  
 

Parents and carers must notify the school of their child’s absence as soon as possible on the day of absence 
using the school’s preferred method, Compass. 
 
An SMS  will be distributed to parents after 10am each morning when their child is marked with an unexplained 

absence or lateness. To avoid receiving these messages, enter any known absences into Compass before the day 

or on the morning of an illness. If you believe you received a message in error, please let Rebecca or Lisa in the 

office know while we begin this system. 
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By Larissa Vesdrevanis 

 

Deliberate Practice  
Growing up, we all heard the expression “practice makes perfect” from our parents, teachers and coaches. In 2008 
Malcom Gladwell wrote that “ten thousand hours is the magic number of greatness” in his book, Outliers. Based on 

studies in elite performance, the argument goes that expertise is achieved through grit, effort and deliberate practice 
and lots of it. Simply being talented or gifted is not enough. The research implies that through deliberate practice, 

mastery of any skill or knowledge is attainable for any of us. 

What does this mean for Education? 

 Every good lesson sequence has purposeful practice build into it and when coupled with targeted and specific feedback, 
students are able to achieve fluency, precision and speed in executing a skill.  This semester, teachers at DPS are 

focusing on the High Impact Teaching Strategy of ‘Multiple Exposures’ (deliberate practice) as part the new Victorian 
Teaching and Learning model.  Although this strategy is already well embedded in our planning practices at DPS, 

teachers are refining their understanding of the stages of deliberate practice in the learning cycle and the importance of 
targeted and timely feedback on developing skill proficiency. 

What does this mean for parents? 

Providing your child with the opportunity to practice skills at home will most certainly help build their proficiency levels 
and confidence. We encourage that you follow the recommendations written by your child’s teacher from the mid-

semester report. Please ensure you set some time aside each week to work on the recommended area of learning. Your 
child’s classroom teacher can provide you with direction about practice questions, workbooks or ideas that can assist 

the process. In this way, you are providing your child with another exposure to the concept or skill in a different setting 
and building on the number of ‘deliberate practice minutes’ your child receives. 

 

The desired effect of this strategy should produce the following observable behaviors in students: 

 Students actively engage in practice activities 
 Students will ask questions about the parts they are unsure of  
 Students begin to increase their competence levels and feel challenged  
 Students begin to articulate and show confidence in their ability to execute the skill 
 Students are fluent in their execution and demonstrate pride in their achievement 
 Students have a desire to continue to practice the skill, so as not to lose their fluency level 
 Students are driven to pursue the most elite form of skill level and develop a passion in that particular 

area 
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Indonesian Club (Klub Bahasa Indonesia) 

 

Last Term we focused on greetings, days of the week, numbers and basic personal information. 

In Term 3, we will be learning Indonesian through stories.  The first session will introduce colours 

using the platform of the famous book, ‘Di mana domba hijau?’ (Where is the green sheep?), and 

subsequent lessons will be based on the story ‘Dua orang utan yang lucu sekali’ (Two very silly orang utans) starting with 

fruit vocabulary as well as basic recall and recount of details and words 

within the text, culminating in the production of a personal dictionary of 

learnt words. 

No prior Indonesian knowledge is required, and lessons will be tailored to 

the students present each week. 

I am certainly looking forward to sharing my love of language and literature 

with students and hope to see both previous and new students try out the 

Indonesian Club in Term 3. 

Sampai jumpa, 

Bu Webster   

CLUBS - TERM 3 

This term we will be offering Thursday afternoon clubs 

from 3.45pm until 4.30pm. Please beware all children 

need to be picked up at 4.30pm promptly or they will be 

sent to After School Care at your expense.  

Clubs on offer this term are as follows; 

Public Speaking   - Mr Verity Room 33 

Beanie Making      - Mrs Quinonero Room 32 

Indonesian Club   - Mrs Webster Room 27 

STEM Club              - Mrs Long & Ms Papanastasiou 

Drawing Club       - Ms Williams & Ms Madkhul Room 34 

Homework Club  - Mrs Baker Room 6 

Please note some clubs are already full, please see or 

email teacher to find out availability.  
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2018 International Competition and Assessments 

for Schools (ICAS) 

Please put the following dates and times in your calendar if your child is participating in ICAS. 

The dates, times and classroom locations of each test will also be placed on the Compass calendar closer to the date 

of each competition. 

ICAS Subject Date Starting Time 
English Tuesday 31st July 2018 7.40am 

Mathematics Tuesday 14th August 2018 7.40am   

 

Remember, Tuesday is School Banking day 
 
School Banking is a great fundraiser for our school.  Our school receives a Regular 
Savers Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an 
Annual Contribution which is based on the number of students who made at least one 
School Banking deposit in the prior year.   
 
You can now open an account online; it takes just a few minutes. Visit 

www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 

 Alternatively take your child’s birth certificate and your licence to any branch. 

  

 

2019 PREP ENROLMENTS 
 

We are now taking enrolments for 2019. 
 

Do you have a younger child due to start school next 

 year? Please collect an Enrolment form 

 from the office or come for a school Tour,  

on either a Tuesday or Thursday at 9.30am,  

phone the office on 9848 1122 to make a booking. 
 

Thank you 

 

Support your school. 

Entertainment Book now ready to order. 

Simply visit the Entertainment Membership: 

www.entbook.com.au/93p5463 

or purchase at the office. 

http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
http://www.entbook.com.au/93p5463
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On the 2nd of July 2018, the Government’s new Child Care Package was launched – replacing the 

previous Child Care Rebate (CCR) and Child Care Benefit (CCB) with a single Child Care Subsidy 

(CCS).   

This new subsidy is available to all families using Camp Australia services, and may affect the  

amount of fee assistance that each family will receive. Three things will determine a family’s level 

of Child Care Subsidy:  

 Annual income will determine the percentage of subsidy a family is eligible for, 
 An activity test will determine how many hours of subsidised care families can access, and 
 The type of child care service will determine the hourly rate cap (for OSHC this is $10.29). 

Since the release of CCS, we have found an outstanding number of parents who still have not 

confirmed their enrolment. We have sent several emails, text messages and school newsletters to 

make sure they understand that if they do not confirm their enrolment on the MyGov website they 

may be paying more for care than they need to be.  

With the roll out of the new CCS, Additional Child Care Subsidy (ACCS) is replacing Special CCB.  

What this means for parents and how you can help:  

 Parents who are eligible to receive Additional Child Care Subsidy (ACCS) under the Temporary 
Financial Hardship category will need to submit a claim on the Centrelink website directly.  

 If a child has been identified as being at risk of serious abuse or neglect, we can consider an ACCS 
(Child Wellbeing) claim for them. You will need to provide to your school's Key Account Manager a 
letter of support, which includes as much information regarding the child's circumstance, if known the 
details of the agency or referral body and inform the parent that we will contact them to follow up on 
their claim within the next week.  

Should the new CCS create any hardship for parents, we can organise a payment plan to help 

parents navigate through this challenging time. They will need to contact our Customer Care team to 

get this arranged.  

Any parent enquiries regarding CCS should be directed to the attached brochure for more 

information, or to contact Centrelink directly. If you have any other concerns, please do not hesitate 

to contact our Customer Care team on 1300 105 343. The team are available 24 hours a day, 7 days 

a week (except National Public Holidays). 

Thank you for your assistance   

Kind Regards, 

Camp Australia 
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