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Next Wednesday 27th June is Student Led Conferences, student do not come to 

school on this day except for their conference time. 

From the Principal’s Desk ...... 

Over the last four weeks I was on long service leave. During this time I travelled to the UK and travelled around Scotland 

and England. I’m pleased to say I enjoyed amazing weather!! You never know what you’re 

going to get in that part of the world. 

During my trip I visited Shaw Wood Academy. Our Grade 3 and 5 students have been 

corresponding with this school this year and I took some book marks and other gifts to the 

students and teachers there. I spent time with students talking about all things Australian. 

In particular, they wanted to know about snakes and spiders in our country. Other big 

questions were about what time we start school, how long lunch time is and other such 

vital information. We hope to develop a strong connection with this school so we can learn from each other and our 

students can learn more about their country. 

Following my time with students I met with senior staff at 

the school when we discussed curriculum initiative and 

direction. It was an enlightening conversation and we 

shared ideas and information about our different systems. 

Once again, we will continue to correspond and learn 

about and from each other. One project I am particularly 

interested in is how they are working to reduce litter and 

plastic in their school. They are currently working on an international project on this issue 

with other schools in Europe and the USA and they have invited us to participate, as there are no Australian school 

involved. This is something we will certainly explore. 

So, I had a wonderful time in the UK but it is good to be back. In my absence, I thank Sandra Bishop and Larissa 

Vesdrevanis for their leadership. 

Next week is the big performances for our Grade 3 and 5 students. The excitement is building and rehearsals are going 

well, there is a lot of colour, movement, dance and singing so we are all looking forward to the matinee and evening 

performances on Thursday June 28th!! 

Reports 

Next Tuesday student reports go live online. I encourage you to log on and take the opportunity to thoroughly read your 

child’s report prior to student led conferences on Wednesday. The vast majority of families have already booked a 

student led conference time for next Wednesday, if you have not already done so, I strongly encourage you to hop 

online and select a suitable time to meet with your child and their teacher. The SLC are a part of our overall approach to 

student assessment and reporting. Naturally, we welcome enquiries, questions and meeting with parents at various 

times throughout the year. This may mean a teacher wishes to speak with parent or visa versa regarding a concern or 

issue. Our goal is always to support out students the best we can and by working with families, together we can do this. 

 

  JUNE 
 

  Thursday 21st      - Sausage Sizzle 

  Friday 22nd         - Prep Lake Mountain Snow Excursion 

  Monday 25th       - Donut Day 

                             - L5 Stomp 

  Tuesday 26th       - L3 Stomp 

  Wednesday 27th - CURRICULUM DAY 

                               Student Lead Conference 

                               Book fair open to parents 

  Thursday 28th       - L3 & L5 Stomp Production 

  Friday 29th           -LAST DAY TERM 2, 2.30pm finish 
   

 JULY                              

  Monday 16th       - TERM 3 BEGINS 
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School Council 

This week was the final council meeting for term two. At this meeting the following issues were discussed; the cleaning 

contract, anaphylaxis training, Education week, Policy and planning, Facebook, finance, marketing and the celebration of 

successes at DPS, student behaviour and the before and after school care program, food and ingredients when used as 

part of fundraising and general communication. Some topics were discussed in greater detail than others. Your feedback 

and /or questions regarding any of these issues is welcome.  

Your council members are; 

Katherine Zingiris, Larissa Vesdrevanis, Dominic Monea, Carl Michael, Jim Hill, Rani Lamba, Carol Heath, Joel Deane, 

Kylie Crompton, Nadiah Smith, Sandra Bishop and Jeff Fang (President). 

 

Anaphylaxis Training 

95% of the staff stayed back for a 3 hours Anaphylaxis training session on Tuesday 29th May. The session was very 

informative and allowed time for a refresher on the administration of an Epipen and the government regulations around 

risk management, excursions, camps etc when an anaphylactic child is present. 

 

Hosting Regional PL 

The NEVR has selected our school to host Assessment PD in mathematics and Literacy across the region. We had 30 

teachers attend each of the days from 20 + schools. It was a great opportunity for our own teachers to access 

Professional learning and network with other teachers from across the region. 

 

Education Week 

This was a huge celebration of the children and their learning. They all participated in a week long theme based journey. 
Monday was Mathematics, Tuesday, Literacy with a national flavour where all of our children read the same book at the 
same time as hundreds of other Australian Schools. Wednesday was the house Athletics 3 – 6 and the P – 2 celebrated 
the Arts, Thursday was STEM day and the highlight was Monash Uni visiting and using robotics, intelligent robots, virtual 
glasses gave a glimpse into the future of holograms in learning and Friday was ‘Wellbeing Day’. We had a Prep 
information evening that was well attended, Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea that was a community gathering and we 
also had the Manningham Civics Award night that saw our Kids Hope Mentors receive a Highly Commended award. A 
huge week that was a great celebration of all that we are and all that we do. The committee has met since and we are 
capturing the memory for future Education Weeks. 
 

Student Led Conferences 

This year we will be running student led conferences where in the past we have had parent teacher interviews. The staff 
have been working together to develop a format for these that will place the students in the centre of the discussion 
about their learning. These will take place on Wednesday 27th June which is our term 2 curriculum Day. The first 
interview is schedule to begin at 8:00 am and the last scheduled to conclude at 8:00 pm. The teachers will not attend 
any to the meetings this week because of the time required to be available for the conferences. 
 

Enrolments for Prep 2019 
 

A reminder to all parents of siblings who are intending to start Prep in 2019 at the school that enrolment forms are now 
due. We have held tours with dozens of families from outside the school who are all very keen for their children to study 
with us in 2019. In order to best plan and manage this process for everyone, we ask that sibling enrolments are now 
completed. Just drop into the office to grab a form and complete the required information 

 

 



Page 3 
 

 

 

BUNNINGS 

In recent years there have been discussions about a Bunnings store being built opposite the school between Westfield 

Shopping Town and Council Street. I met with the council and Bunnings staff today and can inform our community that 

in the next week there will be a sewerage pipe installed opposite the school as the start of this building project. This 

should take approximately five days. I negotiated to have this done during the school holidays but this is not possible. 

During the “dig” one lane will be closed in Council Street and temporary traffic lights installed to manage traffic flow. 

During this time I strongly encourage parents to use the Hummel Way drop off point, or to drop children off a block or 

two from school and let them walk the final stage of their journey to school. 

I have asked the council to install and man another school crossing in Hummel Way as there will be increased usage of 

this entrance/exit. I am hopeful this will be done in the very near future. If you are likely to be using the Hummel Way 

entrance, it wouldn’t hurt to contact the council and apply some pressure on this issue as the safety of our children is 

paramount in and around the school, particularly at drop off and pick up times when there are cars coming and going. I 

also encourage parents to use the crossing. Too often I see parents running across the Council Street road close to the 

crossing, this is not setting a good example to our students and it is dangerous. 

During the meeting I was told that the building works will most likely commence in September/October. I was also told 

that the 7/11 store will cease trading on July 31st, and will thereafter be demolished. The face of Doncaster Hill 

continues to change, but as they say, that’s progress. Throughout this building project, Bunnings have committed to 

work closely with us to ensure the safety of children and their families. They have also assured me that they will keep us 

informed and make every effort to work with us in an effort to minimise disruption. If you have any question please let 

me know. I am happy to share the information I have but if there is anything I do not know, I will try to find out. 

 
 

. 
 
 
 

Changes to Attendance 

From the end of Term 2, all Victorian government schools must be 
notified when a child is absent. 
 

This requirement supports student safety and wellbeing. Schools need 
to know when and why your child is absent, and you as parents/carers 
need to know if your child is not at school.  
 

Parents and carers must notify the school of their child’s absence as 
soon as possible on the day of absence using the school’s preferred 
method, Compass. 
 
An SMS  will be distributed to parents after 10am each morning when 

their child is marked with an unexplained absence or lateness. To avoid 

receiving these messages, enter any known absences into Compass 

before the day or on the morning of an illness. If you believe you 

receive a message in error, please let Rebecca or Lisa in the office know 

while we begin this system. 
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Stars of Level 2 
 

Weihan 2W - For his consistent approach to improving 

his handwriting.  Well done Weihan! 

 

 

Stars of Level 4 
 

Jordan 4G - For the excellent effort you put into your 
Global Explorer Project. You conducted extra research 
and presented your work with great care. Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stars of Prep 
 

Ojas PL - For showing a growth mindset when 

approaching challenging tasks. Well done Ojas!  

Zephan PV – For being a kind a courteous 

member of our classroom community. He always 

tries his best and is a respectful listener.  

Grae PW - For the excellent focus you have 

applied in all Reading and Writing lessons. Well 

done 

Stars of Level 1 
 

Ryan 1P - For improving on classroom work habits 
and for working hard.  
 
Aaron 1K- for being a very caring student who is 
working hard always aiming to achieve your best. 

Stars of Level 3 
 

Sienna 3H – for working hard to complete homework 

and demonstrating persistence with her spelling words 

Rachel 3H – for showing an improvement in her work 

presentation, including her homework. Keep up the 5-

star quality work Rachel!  

Nathan 3B - For consistently making links between our 
SMART spelling focus and all other learning areas. 
 

 

Stars of Level 6 
 

Sam and Billy 6F - For revising work taught in class at home. 

Well done on returning your homework on time this week. The 

effort you put in at home will make a difference!! 

Daniela  6M - For positively participating in Interschool Sports. 

Awesome effort! 

 

 

Stars of Level 5 
 

Joshua 5M - For consistently being organised and ready to 

learn for each lesson! 

Nargis 5M - For working hard to complete her Information 

report with great focus and determination! 

Rainbow 5G –For consistently working hard and aiming to 
achieve high results in all areas of her learning. Well done 
Rainbow. Keep aiming high! 
 
Anthony 5B - For always trying your best in everything that 
you do. Keep it up Anthony 

 

Specialist Awards 
 

Joanna 1K for practicing hard and improving her ball bounce 

skills 
  

Karen 5S for her awesome and consistent effort in PE.  

  
Ben 3B for making great effort in improving his fielding in our 

cricket challenges.  
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  Mathletics Awards 
As part of the Numeracy program at Doncaster Primary School, 

Mathletics tasks are being set as homework for Levels 3 – 6.  

Levels Foundation – 2 will also have tasks set which can be completed on 

an optional basis. Tasks are related to the topics being taught in the 

classroom. 

Gold, Bronze and Silver certificates can be earnt by students who log on 

regularly to complete assigned activities and compete in Live Mathletics. 

These students received a Gold certificate at assembly last Friday.  

Qihao Feng  

(1K) 

Edward Salim 

(4WS) 

Ranveer Rathi 

(5G) 

Bianca Martin 

(5G) 

Joan Lee  

(5G) 

Scott Huang 

(5M) 

Owen Perks 

(5S) 

 

Helen Lac 

(3B) 

 

Emma Smarrelli-

Scheepers 

(6F) 
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CURRICULUM CORNER 

By Larissa Vesdrevanis 

Parent Engagment In Childrens’s Learning 

As the semester is coming to a close it is important to reflect on the importance of parent engagement with the 
school community and being an active participant in your child’s learning journey.  

Parents and families play an important role in supporting their child's education. Research has shown that when 
schools and families work together, children do better, stay in school longer, are more engaged with their school 
work, go to school more regularly, behave better, and have better social skills. Parent engagement also results in 

longer term economic, social and emotional benefits. 
Ways to become involved: 

 Parent Helpers in the classroom 
 PFA 
 School Council 
 Offering your expertise to benefit the school 
 Supporting school events, assemblies, productions, fundraisers and initiatives 
 Speaking about our school with pride  
 Being an active participant in your child’s learning- i.e. reading with them, taking an interest in their school 

work including homework and projects 
 During Education week we had every class decorate their door with the Theme “Door to Success”. Here at DPS we 
believe that your level of engagement plays an integral part in ensuring that every child feels successful as they 
walk through the doors of our school every day.  

  

 

 

 

Thank you to all the dedicated parents who continue to support and contribute their time and 
effort in making DPS a vibrant community filled with engaged, happy students and families. 
We wish you a relaxing and enjoyable holiday. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Australian Government supports several initiatives to help parents to be 
positively and actively involved in their child's learning at home and at school. 

Learning Potential is a free app for parents, and families, packed with useful tips and 
inspiring ways parents can be more involved in their child's learning. It is designed to 
help parents be part of their child's learning and make the most of the time they 
spend together, from the high chair to high school. Download Learning Potential for 
free from the App Store or Google Play. 

https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/ Learning Potential Resources is a website for 
parents of primary school children that provides ideas, activities, games, and videos 
to help parents support their children with literacy and numeracy skills.  

 

http://learningpotential.gov.au/
http://learningpotential.gov.au/
https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/
http://www.learningpotential.edu.au/
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When you click finish, your interview timetable will be emailed 

to you automatically - check your junk mail folder if you do not 

receive your email immediately.  

You can return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au at any time, 

and change your interviews - until bookings close.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

Student Led Conferences will be conducted on Wednesday 27th June.  

You can now book interviews at times that suit YOUR FAMILY BEST.  

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au 

and follow these simple instructions. 

 

 

BOOKINGS CLOSE Sunday 22nd of June at 8:00PM 

9skn6 

 

 

Enter THIS school event code.   

Then follow the 3 simple steps. 

 

For parents that do not have access to the internet at home, at work, at a friend’s house or 

on their phones, you may send a note to school with the approximate times you require.  

Interviews are strictly 15 minutes.  If you require more time, please contact your teacher 

directly to make alternative arrangements. 

Parents can change their bookings any time prior to the closing date, by re-visiting the 

www.schoolinterviews.com.au website, and using the event code. Remember to use the 

same name and email address you used when you made your original booking. Parents 

wishing to change their interview times after the closing date, should contact the school 

directly on: 98481122 

 

 

Sandra Bishop 

Acting Principal 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
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Student Initiative:       

My name is Emma from 5M. I want to tell you about this great cause                      

called Feed Melbourne Appeal, which helps people who are struggling                              

to put food on their plate. They are celebrating 10 years of helping people this year. 

Feed Melbourne Appeal are asking people to donate these three items, penne paste, 

plain flour and tinned tomatoes. So one of their partners fareshare can cook this into 

nutritious healthy meals for those in need.                                                                       

This started in May and is running until the end of June. 

All donations can be taken to the office where a box will be placed there for all 

donations. At the end of the month, someone from Feed Melbourne Appeal will 

come and collect all donations. Thank you in advance for your support. 
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Support your school. 

Entertainment Book now ready to order. 

Simply visit the Entertainment Membership: 

www.entbook.com.au/93p5463 

or purchase at the office. 

2018 International Competition and Assessments 

for Schools (ICAS) 

Please put the following dates and times in your calendar if your child is participating in ICAS. 

The dates, times and classroom locations of each test will also be placed on the compass calendar closer to the date 

of each competition. 

ICAS Subject Date Starting Time 
English Tuesday 31st July 2018 7.40am 

Mathematics Tuesday 14th August 2018 7.40am   

 

Remember, Tuesday is School Banking day 
 
School Banking is a great fundraiser for our school.  Our school receives a Regular 
Savers Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an 
Annual Contribution which is based on the number of students who made at least one 
School Banking deposit in the prior year.   
 
You can now open an account online; it takes just a few minutes. Visit 

www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 

 Alternatively take your child’s birth certificate and your licence to any branch. 

 

 

2019 PREP ENROLMENTS 
 

We are now taking enrolments for 2019. 
 

Do you have a younger child due to start school next 

 year? Please collect an Enrolment form 

 from the office or come for a school Tour,  

every Tuesday & Thursday’s at 9.30am, phone  

office on 9848 1122 to make a booking. 
 

Thank you 

 

http://www.entbook.com.au/93p5463
http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking


Page 12 
 

  



Page 13 
 

 



Page 14 
 

  



Page 15 
 



Page 16 
 

 



Page 17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


